Interaction of Government and Business in Improvement of Normative and Legal  Environment

Dear Mr. Zhao!

First of all let me thank you for kind invitation to take part in such an authoritative meeting. In Russia we highly appreciate determinant role of ITU in forming of normative and legal environment for telecommunications. At the present times of fast changing technologies it is seemed important to unify efforts to observe the standardization processes. Standards are the convergence of the conversion of business and technologies. Business and technologies encounters each other in the standards and not always recognize each other. Standard is becoming a standard when it is adhered by the applications. Research of standards’ business applications  could have become a good guide line in the procurement of the open systems. We would like to propose to create a working group under the aegis of ITU to watch the standardization processes. Such working group could have made reports on new standards, including information of the major specialities and distinctions, valuable applications, development perspectives, etc. Reports should be professional and accessible to the wide scope of specialists and business representatives at the same time. In  compliance with these conditions they might be sold in big edition.

Let me brief you on the organization that I represent. Russian Association of Networks and Services (RANS) is a public and governmental organisation in whose Committees and Groups are joining more than 130  organisations: operators, manufactures, systems integrators,  corporate consumers, scientific and educational organisations, governmental authorities. Joint functioning in the RANS Committees and Working Groups is directed for preparing of normative documents in the access networks area, data delivery, telematic services, Internet, etc.

RANS activity is built up on the basis of the professional discussions.

Implementation of new technologies is mated with the necessity to address normative and legal issues, the lack of which would turned the above mentioned implementation to be economically inefficient. 

Example 1. I would like to illustrate this with the example of functioning of the RANS Committee “Wireless Data Networks”. In mid 90-s exponential development of the Internet led to a shortage of High-Speed Communication Networks for connection of consumers to the Net. One of the methods used was the implementation of broadband equipment for wireless data delivery, primarily created for using in premises. Approving of such equipment for creation territorial and dispersed data delivery networks and providing an access to the Internet in Russia has demonstrated a real possibility of its usage for the construction of the cheap access networks. However, the development of this technology was hampered by the procedure of allocation of frequency permissions, primarily designed for microwave communications networks (MCN). Nonconformity of this procedure,  created for expensive MCN, as applied to broadband WAN has already become clear in the first year of its existence. In view of it there was raised a question regarding adaptation of the existed procedure of frequencies appropriation of new technologies. The RANS initiative was supported by the Ministry of Communications of Russia and it was resulted in adoption of a decision, generalising existed experience for  usage of broadband equipment and considerably facilitating frequencies’ appropriation procedures.

Example 2. IP-Telephony. As to averaged expert assessment international telephone traffic in IP-Networks of Russia, makes up considerable part (from quarter to one third) of international traffic, which is proved in the latest Rostelecom press-release on its annual financial results. It is said that the revenues have not increased as to the past year, and the reason was the activities of new IP-Telephony operators. At the suggestion of the RANS Working Group on IP-Telephony there was adopted the new licensing procedure, seised IP-Telephony as a sort of telematic services (telematic service for voice messaging information, basing on the usage of technical tools for data delivery with packages commutations). By the present time Ministry of Communications of Russia has issues more than 1000 licenses to the IP-Telephony operators. RANS experts took part in the first international ITU forum on IP-Telephony regulation in March 2001.

In conclusion I would like to thank ITU for the organisation of such an important meeting and confirm our interest in the further widening of international co-operation in the sphere of standardisation under the aegis of ITU.

Thank you for your attention.
