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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to thank you for having taken time out of your busy schedules to participate in this meeting of Chief Technology Officers.

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) will start later this week.  The WSIS will bring together Heads of State, Executive Heads of the United Nations agencies, civil society entities, industry leaders and media representatives to foster a clear statement of political will and concrete plan of action to shape the future of the global information society and to promote the urgently needed access of all people to information, knowledge and communication technologies for development.

Governments will make decisions that will affect the future of your business.  WSIS will deal with issues of direct interest to your companies including enabling policy and regulatory environments, network security, consumer confidence and privacy.  And this could lead to significant new business opportunities.

Thus it seems very fitting, appropriate, and indeed important, that you, the Chief Technology Officers of major ICT companies, have come together before WSIS to share their views.  Your technological visions will be input to the WSIS discussions and will surely influence the actions that will take place between the meeting this week in Geneva and the meeting in two years time in Tunis.

There is no doubt that ICTs are important in all aspects of human activities.  And there is no doubt that ICT policies must be based on a sound understanding of the underlying technology trends and on a vision for their future evolution.  You are the key people who can provide that vision.

There has never been any shortage of new technologies.  Communication technologies have changed from optical techniques such as semaphore, to electrical techniques, to electronic, to radio, to satellite and back to optical techniques once more, with fibre optics.

During ITU’s 138-year history, people have gone from walking to the nearest post office to send telegraphs, to sending faxes from machines in their offices, and now to sending e-mails and SMS messages from their home computers and mobile phones.  Communication tools are now at the hand of end users.

We are today just coming out of a time when many companies have been in the doldrums, and the avarice and greed of a few have tainted the sector and shaken the credibility of the people in our sector.

But we have weathered these turbulent times through hard work and dynamism. Now I am happy to note that our industry is once again among the front-runners in growth, buzzing with new ideas and new companies. 
In 1999 there were around 1.5 billion telephone connections in the world.  Today there are nearly 2.5 billion lines. In the last four years we have added 1 billion lines to the 1.5 billion we had connected in all the years before.  This is a remarkable achievement, especially as more than a 2/3 of the capacity was installed in the developing world.

The growth in mobile telephony has surpassed anything we have witnessed hereto, and, if current trends continue, growth in broadband connectivity will surpass the growth we have seen in mobile telephony. Internet telephony is creating a flat rate telephone call to anywhere in the world. The world is really changing.

Thus WSIS comes at an appropriate time, since it is a unique platform for global action to address future challenges, including in particular those arising from the development and deployment of new technologies.  We need your unique experience and expertise, both to help shape the broad political decisions of this Summit as well as to help deliver results on the ground.  And we appreciate your willingness to work with the other stakeholders to make the Information Society a reality.
I wish you a very successful meeting
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