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In 1991 Kaj Goethals obtained his Masters degree in Electromechanical Engineering at the University of Ghent, Belgium, specializing in Electronics.  He continued his specialization in telecommunications at the University of Ghent as PhD researcher sponsored by the National Fund for Scientific Research.

In 1995 he started to work at Belgacom, the incumbent Belgian national telecom operator.  First researching optical fibre infrastructure and ADSL transmission on copper cables.  Later he transferred to the Access Network Strategy group where fibre migration in the access net was extensively investigated.

At the beginning of 2000 he was appointed as Strategy and Network Architecture Manager, responsible for determining the wireline network strategy in the short and long term, the target network architecture and the master guidelines to implement this architecture.  Later on, as Strategy, Network Architecture and Regulatory Issues Manager, he also became responsible for treating all aspects related to network economics and modelling.

Since 2001, he is Integrated Network Architecture and Technology Director, responsible for the short as well as the long-term architecture view and the technology choices for the wireline network.  His network architecture responsibility spans all technical domains: network connectivity (access and transmission networks), network services (voice, data, internet and multimedia services) as well as network support systems (OSS).
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