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Mr. Chairman,
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen 
1.
First of all, I would like to express my appreciation to the Government of Brazil for hosting this event and extending your warm hospitality to us. Secondly, my appreciation also goes to the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), in particular the ITU-T for their efforts and contributions in making this event a reality and giving the opportunity to Malaysia to participate in this session. Indeed, Malaysia’s participation reflects its commitment and recognition of the importance of the role of standardization in ensuring that communications are accessible to all thus fostering the development and growth in all domain.

2.
Malaysia, around 330,000 square kilometers in size, is located in South East Asia. The Malaysian communications market is relatively small and is currently valued at USD 8 billion. Average annual IT spending for the country over the last three years was estimated at USD 2 billion. Malaysia’s PC ownership is estimated at 4.2 million compared to its 24 million population. In terms of the Internet, penetration rate stood at 11.4 percent with the number of Internet subscribers estimated at 2.9 million as at the end of last year. The number of cellular users is expected to touch the 12 million mark which will represent the penetration rate of more than 45 for every 100 population by the end the year 2004.

3.   Like other countries in the region, Malaysia aspires to become a developed nation by the year 2020. One of our major tasks is to contribute towards the creation of a knowledge-based society. As such the Malaysian government is currently embarking on the implementation of the Broadband Plan on a nationwide basis as a strategic step to propel the country into the future. 
4.    Today, there is widespread acknowledgement of the urgent need for continuous reform on the roles of the Union so as to enable it to withstand a rapidly evolving and increasingly changing environment and technology in the communications sector. The ITU–T in particular, needs to proactively respond to these changes to ensure that it will continue to remain relevant and be able to deliver added value to its members. While the reform is not expected to match the breakneck speed of the changes currently transforming the global telecommunications sector, its performance in the future will continue to be measured by an ability to create a responsive, customer focused organization that combines a high degree of flexibility to directly address the evolving needs of each of its constituencies. Malaysia, therefore is of the view that the ITU-T should continue with its current efforts to further fast-tracking approval procedures and making them even leaner and more transparent. In addition to this, Malaysia would like the ITU and its Bureaux to move forward with the implementation of the results based budgeting system.
5.    ITU Standardisation provides a forum in which the ITU’s membership can cooperate for the improvement and rational use of telecommunications for their national socio-economic developments. With the rapid convergence of technologies and worldwide trend of liberalization and globalisation, the increased participation of developing countries in standard-making processes is crucial to enhance access to knowledge and information on new technologies, measures and standards established to promote not only adoption of broader approaches in handling the communications issues but also development and extension of the benefits of communications to people everywhere. In this context Malaysia strongly emphasises the importance of the principles of equity and multilateralism which should not be compromised so as to ensure that the voice of the developing world will continue to be heard and taken into account in any decision making process on standardisation matters.

6.     The high cost of software and hardware constitutes a major challenge to the global efforts of the ITU to ensure equitable and affordable access to the benefits of the communications technologies. The recent ITU Digital Access Index has confirmed that there is an interdependent correlation between communications costs and the levels of development. Countries with the lowest level of telephone and Internet usage have the highest communications costs. In this regard, Malaysia is of the view that while the value of intellectual property is recognized, it needs to be balanced by the reality of social responsibility. As an option to reduce dependency, the idea of using open-source software needs to be promoted and recognised by the standardization sector of the ITU. Besides cost competitiveness, the use of open-source software can also complement efforts in capacity building and development of local content in line with the our commitments to cultural diversity. 
7.    The ITU-T must also give greater attention to the standardisation aspects of infrastructure security. The increasing use of communications infrastructure has also raised the issue of security and privacy. The use and exploitation of communications technologies for criminal activities have increased. In short, network security is an area which cannot be ignored. Whilst, on the one hand, legitimate governments, multinational corporations, institutions of higher learning and technocrats are trying to “jump start” the K-economies, there exists a multitude of entities, who are doing their utmost to disrupt the communication infrastructures that have been built the foundation for information. The issue of network security is gaining even greater prominence now with the rise of cyber terrorism and the impact it has on national and global security.

8.
In conclusion, Malaysia would be happy to share its experience and expertise in communications development for nation-building through collaborative efforts in the work of global standards-setting of the ITU, with the aim of fostering seamless operations of world communication networks and systems. On this note, I thank, once again the various preparatory committees, conferences and all the international organizations who have worked so hard to make this conference a reality.

Thank you.
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