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Mr. Blausten's career in telephony, telegraphy and telecommunications technology spans more than 20 years.  Mr. Blausten has been involved with the ITU since 1979, has served as Rapporteur, Special Rapporteur, Question Chair, SG WP Chair and Vice Chair as well as  SG Vice Chair in different Study Groups and multiple technology areas; Data through Voice and into Tariffs and Accounting.

During this past period, Mr. Blausten has served as Vice Chair of SG 3 and Chair of SG3’s Working Party 1.   He also was Chair of SG 17’s Working Party 1 as well.  During the previous period,  Mr. Blausten has served as Vice Chair of SG 3's Working Party 3.  Therein, he has been concentrating on rationalizing and setting the foundation for tariff and accounting principles related to new technologies including ATM, ip, VoIP, as well as other services that may be provided on Internet protocol-based networks.

Mr. Blausten has also served as a speaker for the ITU on ecomic aspects and technology impact.   His involvement in e-Commerce areas include the ITU’s participation in the MOU on ecommerce directives as well as a note-speaker at the ITU-T sector’s ecommerce summits.   Mr. Blausten brings to the table the unique blend of technology expertise and business expertise that is critical to lead the work of SG 3 in tariff and accounting areas.

In the recent past, Mr. Blausten was Chief Technology Officer at Capital One, one of the largest providers of MasterCard and Visa credit cards in the world. A FORTUNE 500 company, Capital One is also one of the major financial services providers on the Internet, as well as having presence in over 6 countries around the world. As Chief Technology Officer (CTO), Ed Blausten is responsible for steering Capital One through the maze of technology into the future.  He headed up the Technology Futures Group wherein the forward thinking, research and analysis of new technology takes place.  Mr. Blausten was instrumental in engaging Capital One into the ITU as one of the first global financial institutions to become an SIO member of the ITU.

Before joining Capital One, Mr. Blausten served as Chief Technical Officer of the WorldServ business unit at GTECH Corporation.  He was responsible for the design, definition and integration of the latest technology into corporate communication networks (voice, data and image); connecting over ½ million locations worldwide, as well as the processing systems and centers involved in providing service to multi-stage government transaction automated programs.  

Here again, Mr. Blausten was key in involving the GTECH Holding Corporation into the activities of the ITU-T, especially in Study Group 7.   Spanning several plenary periods, Mr. Blausten served as Rapporteur on multiple questions addressing the Dissimilar Terminal Connectivity, Network Access and Interworking arenas.  

Preceding GTECH, Mr. Blausten was Vice President, WAN for Electronic Data Systems (EDS) where he lead the technology in a joint venture between EDS and Telefonica de España, after serving as Managing Director, Pacific & Far East for EDS based in Tokyo and Singapore.

Prior to EDS, Mr. Blausten was with ITT World Communications in progressively responsible positions culminating in Director of Research & Development in ITT’s Communications Carrier Group where he was awarded a US patent in advanced communications technology.  During his years at ITT WorldCom, Mr. Blausten represented ITT to the ITU in multiple Study Groups.

Associations: National Association of Radio and Telecommunications Engineers, International Who’s Who in Information Technology, Board of Directors

Education:  University of Phoenix, M.B.A. program in Technology; Fairleigh Dickinson, M.S.E.E. program in Bio-Engineering/Cybernetics; Moravian College Lehigh, PA, B.S. Physics.
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