Leslie J. Homan, UK

Candidate for vice chairman of study group containing numbering naming and addressing, the successor to SG2 (2001-2004)

ITU Roles and Responsibilities

Les has undertaken various roles as associate Rapporteur and Question Rapporteur and that of vice chairman of Working Party 1/2.  He has an established knowledge and expertise in the study topics of the study group in particular for issues related to E.164 and E.212 numbering resources, and the international emergency preference scheme and telecommunications for disaster recovery.  He has achieved a good understanding of and in some cases helped develop the mechanisms and procedures by which the study groups operate. Over the years he has built a reputation as an honest broker and a consensus-building chairman, to the extent that in the preparations for WTPF on IP Telephony he was asked to lead a ‘small’ group to arrive at some definitions for the various terms of VOIP, IP telephony and Internet telephony.  The suggestion was that the task could be completed over the coffee break. After some four hours, the result was not a definitive work but at least some agreed words. Les’s commitment and contributions to SG2 are well known and well appreciated by SG2 participants.  His company is prepared to support increasing his commitment to cover the position of Vice Chairman of the study group that will handle numbering, naming, and addressing matters.

Previous ITU experience

Les’ ITU experience began with the CCITT in 1979 in SG1 as a telex expert.    He was a regular contributor to SG1 both on behalf of his company and the UK until SG1 successful concluded its mandate.  In 1995 he started a regular attendance at SG2 to pursue the ICO goal of an E.164 country code resource for their system.  He has participated in SG11 for the revision of Q.708 specifically to do with GMSS (Global Mobile Satellite System) aspects of SANCs/ISPCs and lately in SG16 for ETS and TDR.  He has also attended SG3 on topics associated with satellite aspects such charging and accounting for GMPCS and the consideration of charging and accounting for IMT-2000.  

Employment

Les has been a telecommunications professional for some 40 years since joining Cable and Wireless in the early 1960s. His service with C&W spanned 32 years and covered an involvement on a range of technical and operational aspects from the submarine telegraph through to computerised stored programme control switching equipment.  In 1995 he joined ICO on the start-up venture for GMSS and from there in 2001 went to his current employment with Inmarsat.

Background

Experience was gained in parts of the developing world ranging from the Island of Rodrigues (Mauritius), Bahrain, Ascension Island and parts of the Caribbean. Serving behind the counter of a telegraph office in Aden brings a wonderful understanding of the concept of customer satisfaction especially when the arcane methodology of ‘the counting of words’ related precisely to how much the customer would be expected to pay for his telegram.  With ICO the challenge of the virtually impossible presented itself – how to achieve an E.164 country code for a private global satellite system.  In 2001 having successfully completed this task, he left ICO and moved to Inmarsat in his current role of Manager numbering and routing with responsibility for telecommunication standardisation aspects.
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