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Abstract

This is a contribution looks at whether any information in 3GPP TS 23.002 V6.5.0 needs to be added to section 13 of FRA. 3GPP TS 23.002 is not a listed document in section 14 of FRA. Section 14 FRA provides the basis for the for the session services support in the NGN core network.

1. Background

3GPP TS 23.002 offers an overview of the public land mobile network and its architectures and configuration. Two relevant sections of 23.002 are section 4a.7 “IP Multimedia (IM) Core Network (CN) Subsystem entities” and section 6 “…basic interfaces and reference points”.

3GPP TS 23.002 is not a listed document in section 14 of FRA, yet the contents require a review for the NGN work since 23.002 covers different architectural aspects with varying level of detail that may or may not be presented in the 3GPP Release 6 specifications listed in Section 14 FRA.

2. IP Multimedia (IM) Core Network (CN) Subsystem entities

The Call Session Control Function (CSCF) text in 23.002 is adequately covered in 3GPP TS 23.228, which is one of the listed documents in section 14 of FRA.

Media Gateway Control Function (MGCF) – The text in 23.002 summarizes the actions of the MGCF as far as the CSCF is concerned, however, there is no text in 23.002 on the MGCF that mentions the Breakout Gateway Control Function (BGCF). The BGCF is adequately covered in 23.228 but the MGCF-CSCF interactions in 23.228 are spread throughout the flows so a summary of the MGCF entity may be useful for the NGN work.

Multimedia Resource Function Controller (MRFC) – The 23.002 text is exactly copied in 23.228 so no new text is necessary in FRA.

Multimedia Resource Function Processor (MRFP) – The 23.002 text is exactly copied in 23.228 so no new text is necessary in FRA.

Subscription Location Function (SLF)  - The SLF text from 23.002 is adequately covered in 23.228 so no new text necessary in FRA.

Breakout Gateway Control Function (BGCF) - The BGCF text from 23.002 is adequately covered in 23.228 so no new text necessary in FRA.

Application Server (AS) - The 23.002 text is exactly copied in 23.228 so no new text is necessary in FRA.

Signalling Gateway Function (SGW) – Some of the 23.002 information is not available in 23.228 but may not be necessary for the NGN work.

Application Function (AF) – The 23.002 text was not found in 23.228. It amy be listed in one of the other 3GPP listed documents.

Policy Decision Function (PDF) – The information on PDF is spead out in 23.228 so a summary of the PDF entity may be useful for the FRA work. 3GPP 23.207 is also mentioned for this entity but 23.207 is not one of the Section 14 FRA listed reference documents.

3. Basic interfaces and reference points

In section 6 of 23.002, there is an editor’s note which calls for the difference between and interface and a reference point be clearly provided. The editor contimues that if the diffeence cannot be clearly defined then only one of the terms should be used.

While a summary of some of the refernce points and/or interfaces would be usefult to the NGN work, it may be prudent to determine when the issue will be sorted out and revisit this point following the resolution of the editor’s note. 
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