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Working Group 7 met in Geneva, Switzerland, for two sessions on 21 July (morning) and 22 July (morning) 2004.  In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Lintao Jiang (MII), David Meyer (Cisco) and Keith Dickerson (BT) jointly chaired the meeting. 

1 Goals of the meeting

It was agreed that WG7 would concentrate on agreeing a problem statement and defining the requirements for a Future Packet-Based Bearer Network. It would be beyond the capability of WG7 during the lifetime of the NGN Focus Group to finalise the architecture and protocols.  .

2 Summary of the results
· Drafted a Problem Statement for a Future Packet-Based Bearer Network (FGNGN-ID-00102R2).  
· Discussed FGNGN-ID-00074 “A proposed mechanism for evaluating candidate technologies for Packet based Bearer Network (PBN)”

3 Detailed results

3.1 Scope of the Work

The report of the 1st WG7 meeting during the FGNGN meeting from 23-25 June was reviewed.  The scope of the work agreed at this meeting was taken as a basis.  WG7 will investigate the requirements for a future packet based bearer network by:
· taking input requirements on advanced future bearer services;

· taking technical input on the problems and shortfalls of current packet bearers;

· analyzing the current Layer 2 architecture;

· developing a future-proof Layer 2 architecture;

· developing the requirements for the functionality between Layer 1 and Layer 2 and between Layer 2 and Layer 3;

· detailing the steps that must be taken to resolve any identified gaps.
It was agreed that the scope of the work should include the requirements for a client-agnostic server layer network (i.e., NGN transport layer). Such a transport layer will provide multiple service instances, possibly via some VPN mechanism. 

3.2 Problem Statement

FGNGN-ID-00102R1 “Problem Statement for a Future Packet-Based Bearer Network” was discussed.  It was agreed that:

· We should look further into where Connection Admission Control (CAC) can help to provide Differentiated Services (DS).  

· We need to clarify the layers being addressed.  The question was asked as to whether the focus of this work of WG 7 is at Layer 2 or Layer 3.  It was decided that the focus of WG 7 is the bearer service, and that we should clarify the terminology used.  In particular, we will align with FG NGN and use G.805/809  as a reference model.  

· The Chairman’s slides from the first meeting should be distributed to help clarify the scope of the work.  

· We should take account of relevant input from SG17.  

· We should ask for contributions from service providers and network operators to complete the Problem Statement which will act as a firm basis for the Requirements.  

· The figure shown by the co-chairman should be included in the Problem Statement as an example of the partitioning of logical networks to meet some of the issues raised in the Problem Statement.  The term CoS should not be use in this figure.  

· It was clarified that WG 7 should consider all potential server layer networks below a client layer network (as described in Y.2011 (Y.GRM-NGN)).

The draft Problem Statement in FGNGN-ID-00102R2 was agreed.  This is provided as FGNGN-OD-0011.     
3.3 Review of FGNGN-ID-00074

FGNGN-ID-00074 “A proposed mechanism for evaluating candidate technologies for Packet based Bearer Network (PBN)” was discussed.  It was agreed that we should:

· include lawful intercept (as appropriate),

· include scalablity in the number of services provided,

· include the characteristics of the media to support multicast,

· expand QoS to include the distinction between urgency and importance (survivability),

· include control and management plane issues, in addition to user (data) plane,

· consider separation of services, planes and modes.

Gilad Goren (MOC-Israel) will provide a revised draft for the next meeting.  

4 Outgoing liaisons 

None

5 Output documents

FGNGN-OD-0011 Draft Problem Statement (for a Future Packet-Based Bearer Network).

6 Plan for next meeting activities

· The Problem Statement will be refined.
· Work will start on the requirements for a Future Packet Based Bearer Network.

Contributions to the 3rd meeting are specifically invited from operators and service providers to help to clarify the problem statement and requirements for the work.  
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