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Introduction

In FG NGN 30R1, agreed at its meeting held during 23-25 June 2004, the FG NGN requested the SG 4 Management Team to organize and undertake "a centralized approach to specifying the framework and principles for NGN management of FCAPS interfaces in support of the NGN FG non-management deliverables." Furthermore the "SG 4 Management Team is further invited to report progress on this action item to the next NGN FG meeting." This is a report of the action taken thus far.

Note: For an explanation of the phrase "FCAPS interfaces", see below which was taken from FGNGN 15.

Discussion

With the agreement of the SG 4 Management Team, the SG 4 Chairman led a two hour conference call on 6 July with the following agenda:

· Introduction, including participants

· Focus Group on NGN

· Action on NGN Management related to FCAPS interfaces

· NGN-related input from invited organizations

· Issues

· Discussion and conclusions

· Next conference call?
In spite of the short notice, the leaders of all but one of the key organizations participated and presented either written or verbal summaries of their organization's activities and deliverables believed to be relevant to NGN Management related to FCAPS interfaces. The organizations participating included the following:

· ITU-T SG 4: represented by its Chair, WP 2/4 Chair and Q 10/4 Rapporteur 

· ITU-T SG 15: represented by the Q 14/15 Rapporteur

· 3GPP SA5: represented by its Chair

· 3GPP2 TSG-S WG 5: represented by its Chair and another participant

· TeleManagement Forum: represented by its Director - Strategic Liaisons

· ETSI TISPAN WG 8: information provided by another participant

· ATIS T1M1 OAM&P: represented by its Chair

· IETF Operations and Management Area: represented by one of its Area Co-Directors

Among the issues proposed for discussions, but due to time only briefly addressed, were the following:

· Potential scope of work based on scope of FG NGN Release 1: 

· “framework and principles for NGN management of FCAPS interfaces” plus “an appropriate suite of FCAPS specifications”

· Functional and physical entities to be managed: what besides IMS are planned?

· Impact of mid-2005 date for Release 1: what is possible in this time frame?

· Method of collaboration

· NGN Management Focus Group based on Rec. A.7 presented as possible mechanism.

· Subsequent (electronic or physical) meetings: frequency, location/host if physical

Conclusions

The participants agreed that another conference call (planned for 27 July) was needed to

· Allow time for the FG NGN to more clearly determine its direction and work plan at FG#2 so that the SG4 Management Team can arrange for the potential collaborative work to more precisely align with NGN FG plans.

· Better understand the FG NGN deliverables, particularly those planned for Release 1.

· Discuss fully the above issues and agree the next steps.

The SG4 Management Team looks forward to working closely with the FG NGN on the topics requested. 

_______________

Note regarding the phrase "FCAPS interfaces":

FCAPS stands for Fault, Configuration, Accounting, Performance, and Security management and is the usual short-hand term for the management functionality provided by interfaces between network elements and management systems and between two management systems. Management systems are also known as Operations Systems in TMN parlance and also as Operations Support Systems. For more on the characteristics of FCAPS interfaces, see the SG 4 liaison to SG 13 (TD 7 for WP 3/13) and the JRG-NGN (NGN-WD-195).

_____________
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