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1. Abstract

This contribution proposes definitions for some of the terms used in document FG NGN 33, PSTN evolution to NGN.
2. Discussion

At the June 2004 ITU-T NGN focus group meeting progress was made on the PSTN evolution to NGN draft which discusses PSTN evolution to NGN and which provides several evolutionary scenarios. However, some of the scenarios use terminology which has not been defined in the draft or in other ITU-T documentation. This contribution offers a number of definitions for consideration and adoption.  

3. Proposal

It is proposed to accept the following definitions and place them in clause 3 of the draft FG NGN 33.

Call server (CS): Telecommunications equipment which controls call set-up and which may provide address translation between two different networks such as circuit switched and packet based. A call server controls access to networks and may also provide other services such as bandwidth management.  

Gateway: Telecommunications equipment that interconnects different networks and performs the necessary translation between the protocols used on those networks.
Remote User Access Module (RUAM): Telecommunications equipment that physically terminates subscriber lines (i.e. twisted copper pairs carrying 3 kHz analogue voice signals) and converts the analogue voice into an appropriate digital format, e.g. G.711 A-Law or µ-Law.  The RUAM is connected to the Local Exchange via a standard or a proprietary interface and is physically remote from the Local Exchange.  The LE provides the service and control logic for the RUAM. However, in some cases the RUAM may be capable of providing basic connectivity between subscribers directly connected to the RUAM, even when the RUAM is isolated from the LE due to faults. 

Trunking gateway: Telecommunications equipment which connects two like networks providing full transparency and performs a true tandem function.

Voice Access Gateway (VAG): Telecommunications equipment that provides interworking between TDM circuits carrying voice services and a Packet Switched Network (PSN). Control and service logic is provided by a Call Server (also known as a Soft Switch) that may be collocated with the VAG, or may be remote from the VAG.  The interface between the Call Server and the VAG is based on ITU-T Recommendation H.248.

User Access Module (UAM):  Telecommunications equipment that physically terminates subscriber lines (i.e. copper twisted pairs carrying 3 kHz analogue voice signals) and converts the analogue voice signal into an appropriate digital format.  The UAM is collocated with a Local Exchange (LE), and is connected to the Local Exchange via proprietary interfaces.  The LE provides service and control logic for the UAM.
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