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United States

response to the Questionnaire circulated by

the Council Working Group on ITRs

The United States first wishes to recognize the work of the Chairman of the Council Working Group on ITRs, the Vice-Chairs, and the ITU Secretariat.  In particular, we wish to acknowledge the usefulness of the questionnaire created by Vice-Chair Dr. R. C. Mfungahema of Tanzania, a document which we believe will help move the dialogue forward on a variety of important issues.  

Rather than address individual questions raised in the questionnaire, the United States would like to make some general observations about the function of ITRs in the 21st century era—a time of new technologies, converging telecommunications platforms, and digital migration.  The telecommunications environment has changed dramatically since the ITRs were created in 1988.
  In particular, the United States believes that many countries’ liberalization of their regulatory policies to permit competition has provided for an increase in telecommunications service availability across the globe.  In the United States and elsewhere, experience has demonstrated that competition benefits individual consumers and societies as a whole by ensuring lower prices, new and better products and services, and expanded consumer choice. 

Question 2.1. of the questionnaire echoes the above sentiment regarding the world’s changing telecommunications environment.  The question asks, “Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?”  The United States answers this question with a resounding “yes.”  The United States believes than rather than expand the scope of the current ITRs in any manner, Administrations should work to remove legal barriers that protect existing monopoly providers from competition by new entrants.  In addition, policymakers should take affirmative steps to promote competition in sectors of the market that were previously closed to competition.  

To prescribe new ITRS could be harmful to global telecommunications growth and technology innovation.  The United States believes that a detailed treaty-level document on how Recognized Operating Agencies must operate in the current marketplace could stifle investment and innovation.  Rather than creating new and possibly harmful ITRs or adding unnecessary detail to existing ITRs, the United States is open to the possibility that streamlining, editing, or deleting certain irrelevant ITRs and moving others to the CS/CV or ITU-T Recommendations is a way forward.  The United States believes that a streamlining/limiting approach, as proposed by others, might suit the changing telecommunications industry.

In conclusion, the United States looks forward to working with other Members in this endeavor.  The United States continues to recognize the need for international cooperation, coordination and the exchange of information on policy and regulatory approaches to telecommunications.  We continue encourage the widest expression of views from all Members at the next Working Group meeting in December.

�  The original Telegraph Regulations date back to the nineteenth century.  The current ITRs were adopted in 1988 in Melbourne and appear in the Final Acts of the World Administrative Telegraph and Telephone Conference (WATTC-88).  The 1988 Regulations abrogated and replaced previous, separate treaty texts for telephones and telegraphs (the 1973 Telegraph and Telephone Regulations).
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