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1)
The International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) set out many rules applicable to administrations and to recognised private operating agencies.  There are also many operational details in the ITRs.

1.1
Taking into account that today many countries have liberalised the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITRs provisions by recognised operating agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (PA) 

New Zealand’s overall position is that the ITRs are essentially redundant.  Many of the principles in the regulations are duplicated in other instruments or are unnecessary in today’s global telecommunications environment where competition instead of regulation is increasingly relied upon to deliver satisfactory outcomes to consumers.  The fast pace of technological change makes it difficult for the ITRs to be flexible, relevant and technology-neutral.

As there is not a strong case for retaining the ITRs, the review of the ITRs should be kept to a minimum so the resources of the ITU can be better utilised for addressing the telecommunications needs of developing countries. 
1.2
In your opinion, which, if any of the ITRs provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the constitution or convention or embodied in the ITU regulations? 

The provisions in the ITRs concerning Safety of Life and Priority of Telecommunications relating to Scientific and non-commercial use of the radio spectrum (meteorological and radio astronomy research, shipping etc) where international cooperation and agreement is essential, are already covered by the principles and regulations adopted in the Radio Communications Sector of the ITU and do not need to be duplicated in the ITRs.

2) Taking into account the considering a) through f) and believing a) and b) of Resolutions 121:
2.1
Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunications environment could make the task of defining ITRs difficult?

Yes

2.2 
Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations or other international instruments?

The accounting and settlements provisions are inconsistent with New Zealand’s preference for negotiated arrangements and minimal market intervention.  In practice, however, the ITRs do not prevent the implementation of commercially negotiated arrangements.   
2.3 
Are provisions of the ITRs applicable for the provision of international telecommunications services arsing out of the evolving telecommunications industry environment? Do you have any issues that are not covered by ITRs?

No.  The ITRs are not relevant to evolving telecommunications markets and technologies and we would not like to see them applied to other areas such as the Internet.  
3) Noting that the preamble of the ITRs refers to “most efficient operation” and that Paragraph 1.6 refers to “compliance with the relevant ITU-T Recommendations”, is Paragraph /1.6 sufficient to guarantee efficient operation of telecommunication, for example to ensure world wide consistency, stability, and predictability of the E.164, E.212 and/or other numbering plans?

Paragraph 1.6 is a theme that is common to the approach for compliance with ITU –T Recommendations generally.  A regulation is not considered necessary for ensuring adherence to ITU numbering plans as there is currently widespread compliance worldwide without such a prescriptive approach.
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