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1
Issues for discussion

This informational contribution provides the current activities of ITU-T on radio frequency identification (RFID) and aims to encourage experts around the world to participate in ITU-T Technology Watch RFID correspondence group.

At its March 2005 meeting, the ITU-T Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) agreed on the terms of reference for a new correspondence group called Technology Watch which will consider possible new standardization activities for ITU-T, gathering information from various sources such as academia, industry, research institutes and other SDOs.  To begin with, the Technology Watch will use mainly electronic working methods to evaluate and then report to TSAG on new possible standardization activities. A second correspondence group was also established to specifically address the network aspects of RFID. 

The Correspondence Group on network aspects of RFID (Convener: Byoung Nam Lee, ETRI) has the following terms of reference (ToR): 

1. To evaluate the ITU-T standardization requirements for network aspects of RFID taking into account studies already performed by ITU-R and other SDOs;

2. To report results on discussions and to propose to TSAG a possible structure for carrying out RFID studies within ITU-T.
In April 2005, Strategy and Policy Unit (SPU) of ITU organized a workshop on “Ubiquitous Network Societies,” where RFID standardization was an important topic and it was agreed that “continuing fragmentation in RFID standard-setting” called for “concerted efforts towards global harmonization of RFID standards, so as to ensure smooth and rapid technological advance in the field.” To better understand the concepts of RFID, it is worth reading the background paper on "Ubiquitous Network Societies: The Case of Radio Frequency Identification" presented at the workshop. The paper is available at http://www.itu.int/osg/spu/ni/ubiquitous/RFID/index.html. 

In May 2005, Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) of ITU produced the ITU-T Lighthouse technical paper entitled “RFID – Opportunities for mobile telecommunication services” which is relevant to the RFID CG. It is also recommended to read the paper at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/techwatch/specific-cg.html. Now ITU-T is preparing for a workshop on “Networked RFID Systems and Services” to be held in Geneva, 14-15 February 2006. 

In August 2005, the RFID Correspondence Group released a discussion paper with a view to facilitating discussions about ITU-T standardization requirements for RFID. The paper tries to define the concept of “Networked RFID (NRFID)”.  The correspondence group serves as a forum that is open to all industries, research institutions, standardization organizations, and academia outside ITU as well as the members of ITU on the above matters. So we encourage you to join the correspondence group and to disseminate this information to other experts. The above cited website can be used in the registration of the correspondence group. 


