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	RESOLUTION GSC-9/9  (GRSC): Public Protection and Disaster Relief (PPDR) 


The 10th Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia-Antipolis, 2005)

recognizing

a) that it is important for Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs), authorities and/or organizations providing public protection and disaster relief (e.g. safety and emergency services) in countries across the world to continue to collaborate in the development of technical standards, and to share information on emerging technologies and services;

b) while voice communications will remain a critical component of PPDR operations, new data and video services will also play a key role and are expected to be of benefit;
c) that future requirements for PPDR will include the need for wideband applications (e.g. wireless transmission of large blocks of data and video) and/or broadband applications (e.g. high-speed data, high quality digital real time video and multimedia) with channel bandwidths dependent on the use of spectrally efficient technologies;
d) that public safety and emergency agencies and organizations have a set of requirements including interoperability and the need for cost-effective equipment and services;
e) that equipment using common standards will facilitate interoperability among public safety and emergency agencies and organizations in their day-to-day, task-force or special events activities;
f) that significant activity in relation to wideband and broadband standards for PPDR communications is currently being undertaken in a range of national, regional and international Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) (e.g. Project Mobility for Emergency and Safety Applications [MESA]).
noting

a) that ITU-R is studying various aspects of PPDR including spectrum, technology, interoperability and application issues (see http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/information/emergency/);
b) that ITU-T has established a Partnership Coordination Panel on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief (PCP‑TDR) that has representatives of different ITU Study Groups, other SDOs, intergovernmental agencies and relief organizations (see http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/special-projects/pcptdr/);
c) that ITU-D is providing technical and operational assistance for disaster relief based, i. a., on a multi-hazard, multi-technology, multi-phased, and multi-stakeholder approach (see http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/emergencytelecoms),
considering

a) that ITU Resolution 646 (WRC-03)  identifies frequency bands which may facilitate a high level of harmonized use for PPDR applications (See resolves 2, Resolution 646 (WRC-03));

b) that ITU-T Recommendation X.805 provides a systematic framework for identifying and assessing a wide range of network and service vulnerabilities;
c) 
d) that ITU-T TSAG (March 2005) has approved an Action Plan for Standardization on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning (TDR/EW)
resolves

a) to encourage ongoing cooperation and collaboration among national, regional and international activities that relate to PPDR.

b) to encourage PSOs to contribute to the ITU-T PCP-TDR in support of the Action Plan for global standards on TDR/EW

c) to encourage PSOs to develop standards for new wireless digital wideband (voice and data) and broadband (high quality video, multimedia) communications for PPDR and to support ITU-R activities towards global harmonized solutions;

d) 
[The TSAG Action Plan for TDR/EW is attached only for your information.  It would not be attached to the revised Resolution.]

Draft ITU-T Action Plan for Standardization on 
Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning (TDR/EW)

(Version: 18 March 2005)

B.1 Introduction

ITU has traditionally worked on the disaster communication dimension, and the recent Tsunami disaster that hit South-East Asia on 26 December 2004 has brought the significance of that work into evidence.

ITU-D Sector engagement in disaster communications includes, inter alia: a) partnership for direct assistance to the disaster-prone countries with technical assistance and support for operational costs;  b) deployment of donated satellite phones in disaster-stricken areas; c) Handbook on Emergency Telecommunications; d) the Tampere Convention has been come into effect on 8 January 2005 following its ratification by 30 states; and e) projects on Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Telecommunication Infrastructure in Earthquake/Tsunami-hit Areas.

ITU-R has also produced important results as regards this area, inter alia: the GMDSS (Global Maritime Distress and Safety System); definition of reserved spectrum for emergency communications with Resolution 646 (WRC-03); ITU-R Recommendations on global circulation of equipment (M.1637, M.1579); draft ITU-R M.2033 on the needs of future systems for public protection and disaster relief (PPDR); and M.1042-2 on disaster communications in the amateur and amateur-satellite services.

ITU-T for its part has produced, among others, Recommendations that are related to preferential schemes for the PSTN (E.106) and in IP-based systems (H.460.4 and H.460.14 in H.323 and J.260 in IP-Cablecom), Y.1271 on a framework for TDR over for circuit- and packet-switched networks, and M.3350 on TMN of provisioning of TDR. ITU‑T has also established a Partnership Coordination Panel on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief (PCP‑TDR) that has representatives of different ITU Study Groups, other SDOs, intergovernmental agencies and relief organizations, and aims at providing a channel for users and “standardizers” to exchange views and experiences on TDR, to support standardization activities. A specific numbering resource has in principle been defined for TDR applications under the auspices of the UN.

At the recent TSAG meeting held 14-18 March 2005, TSAG D.9 proposed that more technical standards could be created in support of Telecommunications for Disaster Relief (TDR) and Early Warning (EW). This was also reinforced in the report of the Joint APT/ITU meeting on the role of ICT for disaster reduction held in Bangkok on 28 February 2005 (TSAG TD/37).

After discussions, WP 2/TSAG endorsed the following:

· SG 2 to coordinate this work

· to encourage all ITU-T Study Groups to increase their activities in the definition of Recommendations and other materials (e.g. Handbooks) for Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning according to their mandate; and

· the establishment of an ITU-T Action Plan for Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning that should also be shared with and enhanced by the ITU-T Study Groups.

Following is the Action Plan as agreed at TSAG in its meeting 14-18 March 2005.
B.2 ITU-T Action Plan for Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning

1. Identify existing ITU-T resources in support of Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning

Reason: 

· Develop a thorough understanding of what is available from ITU-T and how these elements fit in the global picture.

Actions:

· SGs to take inventory of existing ITU-T products (Recommendations, Handbooks, etc) that are applicable to Disaster Relief and Early Warning
· SGs to share that information with the PCP-TDR
2. Identify areas for extension of existing systems and respective Recommendations

Reason:

· Need to review the extent of existing standardization and how it accommodates the needs of Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning
Actions:

· SGs, in coordination with the PCP-TDR, to check with key players (governments, intergovernmental organizations and NGOs) what are the requirements for their operations as regards the use of ICTs in Disaster Relief and Early Warning activities.
· SGs to hear from past experiences to better understand the operational needs and constraints, in particular identifying areas where problems could have been avoided through the existence of a more suitable ICT infrastructure.
· Consolidate the experiences in terms of standardization requirements
· SGs, in coordination with the PCP-TDR, to develop a harmonized standardization roadmap and expected milestones to fulfil the requirements identified
3. Promotion of the existing resources and of future activities

Reason:

· Inform all stakeholders of what ITU-T resources exist and involve them into the standardization process.

Actions:

· The PCP-TDR, in collaboration with all SGs, to elaborate an ITU-T-wide workshop on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief and Early Warning

· SGs to develop specific tutorial and debriefing materials

4. Encourage participation of users in the ITU-T standardization work

Reason:

· Get the information on requirements and hands-on experience for producing relevant standards.

Actions:

· Outreach and promotion activities such as meetings, workshops, briefing sessions, etc

5. SG 2 will coordinate all these activities being called to lead TDR issues.
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