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List of Questions to be studied by ITU-T Study Group 3 
during the 2001 – 2004 Study Period

	Question
	Title

	1/3
	Development of charging and accounting/settlement mechanisms for network capabilities and services features made available by new technologies

	2/3
	Adaptation of the D-series Recommendations to the evolving market environment

	3/3
	Regional studies for the development of cost models together with related economic and policy issues

	4/3
	Terms and definitions for Recommendations dealing with tariff and accounting principles


SECTION B - TEXT OF QUESTIONS FOR STUDY PERIOD 2001-2004

Question 1/3
Development of charging and accounting/settlement mechanisms for network capabilities and services features made available by new technologies
1. Reasons for study

Recognizing the accelerating pace of new service and feature development towards the Information Society greatly enhanced by the advent of IP-based networks and technologies, this Question will provide the Study Group with the ability to assess and study the need and the applicability of new charging and accounting/settlement mechanisms and processes for new service features and service interworking.

2. Scope

The study should cover, inter alia, the services and features enabled by the following networks and technologies:

· IP/GII based networks

· IMT2000

· ATM

· Enhanced signalling capabilities

· Interworking

3. Liaison

This Question should be studied in close liaison with the relevant Study Groups of the ITU-T, with ITU-D Study Group 1 as well as with IETF.

Question 2/3

Adaptation of the D series Recommendations to the evolving market environment

Reasons for study

D-series Recommendations on tariff and accounting principles have provided practical guidelines in the formulation of economic and policy aspects of international telecommunication services.  Major developments in the market conditions of these services require study on further development of these principles as well as close re-examination of the existing principles and procedures.

Scope

The study under this Question should cover, inter alia, the following issues:

-
Accounting, settlement and remuneration procedures; 

-
Guidelines to facilitate application of remuneration procedures contained in D series Recommendations. Such guidelines should include but not be limited to covering, transition, bilateral negotiation and discouraging the imposition of unilateral actions;

-
Costing methodologies;

-
Maintenance of existing Recommendations for services, where appropriate;

-
Depending on the decisions of Council, to review the relevant sections of the ITRs and their Appendices taking into consideration the results of the work on Resolution 79 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998);

-
The principles such as transparency and non-discrimination to ensure the global maintenance and developments of public universal services as well as the 
implication of such developments as carrier refile, call-back, simple resale, and new interconnect regimes etc.

In studying this Question, special considerations are required for the needs of developing countries, in particular LDCs. 

Liaison

This Question should be studied in close liaison with the relevant Study Groups of the ITU-T as well as with the ITU-D sector.

Question 3/3

Regional studies for the development of cost models together 
with related economic and policy issues

1.
Reasons for study

With the recognition of the importance of aligning the basic components of tariffs for international accounting purposes based on costs and on common costing methodologies, Study Group 3 should continue to carry out studies on a regional basis for the development of cost models.

In view of different environment in various regions, studies under Questions 1/3 and 2/3 on a global basis should be supplemented by studies on the regional aspects of the issues concerned.

The regional Tariff Groups can make input into Study Group of their findings.

2.
Scope

The studies are to be carried out on a regional basis by the regional groups set up within Study Group 3 to deal with international tariff and accounting principles, namely:



- Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF)


- Regional Tariff Group for Latin America (TAL)


- Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS)


- Regional Tariff Group for Europe and Mediterranean Basin (TEUREM)

3. 
Output


Results of the studies should be developed in the form of new or revised D.300R to D.600R series Recommendations, as well as regional inputs (reports and liaison statements) to the studies of Questions 1/3 and 2/3, as appropriate.

4.
Liaison

This Question should be studied in close liaison with the relevant Study Groups of the ITU-T as well as with the ITU-D sector.

Question 4/3

Terms and definitions for Recommendations dealing 
with tariff and accounting principles

1.
Reason for study

It is necessary to establish new definitions of terms where none currently exist and to standardize existing definitions of some terms.

It is also necessary to recognize in certain cases that some definitions used by Study Group 3 in its deliberations may not always be applicable to terminology utilized by other Study Groups.

2.
Scope

New and revised definitions are needed to define adequately the terms used in existing and new Recommendations dealing with tariff and accounting principles. Expected results are the revisions to Recommendation D.000.

3.
Liaison

This Question is to be studied in conjunction with all related Study Groups.

__________________

� 	The TEUREM Group will not develop cost models and will meet on an Ad Hoc basis and when a need is identified. 


	The creation of an Arab Group has been accepted in principle, leaving details of implementation and Membership to Study Group 3’s decision.





