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ITU is an international organization within the United Nations System where governments and the private sector 
coordinate global telecom networks and services.

THE RADIOCOMMUNICATION
SECTOR OF ITU

The role of the Radiocommunication Sector is to ensure the rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of the 
radio-frequency spectrum by all radiocommunication services, including satellite services, and carry out studies 

without limit of frequency range on the basis of which Recommendations are adopted.
The regulatory and policy functions of the Radiocommunication Sector are performed by the World and Regional 

Radiocommunication Conferences and Radiocommunication Assemblies supported by Study Groups.
The ITU Radiocommunication Sector plays a vital role in the management of the radio-frequency spectrum and 
satellite orbits, finite natural resources which are increasingly in demand from a large number of services such 

as fixed, mobile, broadcasting, amateur, space research, meteorology, global positioning systems, environmental 
monitoring and, last but not least, those communication services that ensure safety of life on land, at sea and in 

the skies.  

For further information, visit: www.itu.int/ITU-R/

Handbook on Emergency
and Disaster relief

(ITU-R Special Supplement)
Edition of 2006

Telecommunication is critical at all phases of disaster management.  Aspects of radiocommunication services 
associated with disasters include, inter alia, disaster prediction, detection, alerting and disaster relief.  In certain 
cases, when the “wired” telecommunication infrastructure is significantly or completely destroyed by a disaster, 

only radiocommunication services can be employed for disaster relief operation.
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Inquiries about radiocommunication matters
Please contact:

ITU
Radiocommunication Bureau
Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Telephone:  +41 22 730 5800
Fax:  +41 22 730 5785
E-mail: brmail@itu.int

www.itu.int/ITU-R/

Placing orders for ITU publications
Please note that orders cannot be taken over the telephone. 
They should be sent by fax or e-mail.

ITU 
Sales and Marketing Division
Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland
Fax:  +41 22 730 5194
E-mail:  sales@itu.int

The Electronic Bookshop of ITU: www.itu.int/publications
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