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15 November 2002

	
Subject:
	Response from Ireland (IRL) to ITU questionnaire on national radio frequency spectrum management to seek information needed for responding to Resolution 9 of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Rev. Istanbul, 2002)


FOCAL POINT REGARDING CORRESPONDENCE ON THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

(PARTS I, II AND III)

Please identify a focal point in your administration/organization who could provide a response to further correspondence regarding this questionnaire (see hereafter).

1.
Mr.                                              Ritchie                      
Samuel

2.
Country:                                      Ireland 

3.
Name of the Organization:         Office of the Director of Telecommunications Regulation

4.
Title:                                           Manager: Spectrum Management

5.
Address:                                     Abbey Court, Irish Life Centre, Lower Abbey Street,


                                                   Dublin 1, Ireland

6.
Tel.: +353 1 804 9619                Fax: +353 1 804 9671        E-Mail: Ritchies@odtr.ie

Attachment 1

QUESTIONNAIRE - PART I

1.
Information on national radio frequency spectrum allocations: 960 – 3 000 MHz

2.
Information on national radio frequency spectrum allocations:  960 – 3 000 MHz
a) If you have a publicly available national table of radio frequency spectrum allocations, please submit a copy (either in electronic, or printed form, or both ) of that table, or an extract for the frequency range 960 – 3 000 MHz.

A paper copy and a diskette containing the current national table of frequency allocations is enclosed.

b)
If you do not have a national frequency allocations table available, the attached extract from Article 5 of the Radio Regulations may be used to indicate general information on how this range of frequencies is used by your administration within your national borders.  


Included in the enclosed national table of frequency allocations.

c)
Administrations are invited to enter the following information:

Included in the enclosed national table of frequency allocations. 

d)
Sector Members that operate in or manufacture equipment for this frequency range are invited to enter information about applications available for operation in the different frequency sub-bands e.g. purpose, operating parameters such as channel spacing, radiated signal power capabilities, etc. 


Not applicable

e) Example extract from a national frequency allocation table

Not applicable

Attachment 2

QUESTIONNAIRE - PART II

(To be completed by Administrations only)

General Questions on National Spectrum Management

The following general questions on national spectrum management are based in part on the functional requirements of spectrum management described in the handbook on "National Spectrum Management". If you need additional space to answer the questions please continue on a separate sheet of paper. 

1.
What legal or regulatory texts govern your national spectrum management processes?


Wireless Telegraphy Acts 1926 – 1988, Telecommunications (Misc. Provisions) Act 1996, ITU Radio Regulations 2001, CEPT Decisions and Recommendations, EU Directives and Decisions.


Are any actions planned to change these legal texts or regulations?
YES


2.
Have you publicly available regulations and procedures for national spectrum management (e.g. radio services, license requirements etc.)?
YES
3.
Do you have a national radio frequency spectrum allocation table?
YES
4.
Regulations for the technical characteristics of radiocommunications equipment

Do you specify that the technical characteristics of radiocommunications equipment must comply with certain requirements (often referred to as "equipment standards"), for example to avoid interference to other services and users?
 YES
a) Do you develop these technical requirements or equipment standards on a national basis or use those developed by other administrations or international/regional standards organisations:
Other
b) Do you have a procedure to ensure that radiocommunications equipment complies with the technical requirements, for example: 


Type Approval: √ ; Manufacturers Declaration of Compliance: √ 
5. Spectrum re-deployment

a) Has there been any spectrum redeployment* in your country or has a need for spectrum redeployment been identified?
YES
b) If so, do you have a method for achieving this redeployment in respective frequency bands and for given radiocommunication services?
NO
c) Please define the established method and describe the nature of the consultation, if any, with users regarding the potential costs resulting from the planned redeployment.


N.A.

6.
Spectrum management costs

a) What is the cost of providing national spectrum management functions in your country (if there is more than one organisation or agency responsible for spectrum management please give the total costs if this information is available)?    Not available (Swiss Francs)

b) What is the source of  the funding required to accomplish these spectrum management functions?


License fees in some cases and a levy (based on revenue) on spectrum users in other cases.
7.
Management of frequency assignment records.

a) Does your administration have a system (manual or computerized) to keep and maintain records of national frequency assignments and spectrum use (usually known as a Data Base Management System (DBMS))?
YES 

b) Is there a single national DBMS or separate DBMS(s) for different users (for example a DBMS for assignments to government users and separate DBMS for assignments to non-government users)?
Separate 

What is the approximate size (at 2002) of your DBMS: 

c) number of frequency assignments   
   ±19 000
d) number of licences
±14 000
e) Are these frequency assignment records made available to public?
 NO
f) Is the DBMS computerized?
YES
g) What computerized DBMS do you use?
Infocentre
8.
Co-ordination of frequency assignments with other countries:



- do you co-ordinate assignments to terrestrial stations 
YES


- do you co-ordinate assignments to space stations
YES
9. Notification of frequency assignments. 


Do you notify to the ITU those frequency assignments that are required to be notified by the Radio Regulations ?
YES

If not, please explain why and list any difficulties:    N.A.

10.
Do you have a policy and planning function for national spectrum management (i.e. a national strategy for future use of the spectrum)? 
YES 

11.
Do you perform technical analyses of frequency assignment requests?
YES

12
Do you perform radio monitoring of terrestrial radio services?
YES
Fixed monitoring stations

a) How many fixed monitoring stations do you have?     One
b) Please provide a brief list of the facilities available at your fixed monitoring stations (for example: receivers, spectrum analysers, direction finding equipment):


Antennas covering from 30kHz to 1.3 GHz both omni directional and directional.


Receivers covering 30 kHz to 3 GHz.


Spectrum analysers covering 0Hz to 40 GHz.


Basic modulation analysis equipment and digital modulation decoders.

c) What is the upper frequency limit of your fixed monitoring stations  40 000 MHz

d) What is the upper frequency limit of your fixed direction finding stations  1 300 MHz

Mobile monitoring stations

e) How many mobile monitoring stations do you have?    One
f) Please provide a brief list of the facilities available in your mobile monitoring stations (for example: receivers, spectrum analysers, direction finding equipment) 


Antennas covering from 68MHz  to 1.0 GHz  omni directional.


Receivers covering 30 kHz to 3 GHz.


Spectrum analysers covering 0Hz to 40 GHz.


g) What is the upper frequency limit of your mobile monitoring stations  3 000 MHz

h) What is the upper frequency limit of your mobile direction finding stations 3 000 MHz

Transportable monitoring stations

i) How many transportable monitoring stations do you have?  Two portable Stations
j) Please provide a brief list of the facilities available in your transportable monitoring stations (for example: receivers, spectrum analysers, direction finding equipment):


Antennas covering from 20kHz  to 3.0 GHz  directional.


Receivers covering 30 kHz to 3 GHz.

What is the upper frequency limit of your transportable monitoring stations  3 000 MHz

k) What is the upper frequency limit of your transportable direction finding stations 3 000 MHz

l) Do you perform space monitoring





NO 
m) Please provide a brief list of the facilities available at your space monitoring stations

N.A.

n) What tasks does your space monitoring station perform for GSO satellite monitoring?

N.A.

o) What tasks does your space monitoring station perform for non-GSO satellite monitoring?

N.A.

p) Does your Administration participate in the International Monitoring Programme of  ITU? 
        NO

q) Co-operation between Spectrum Management and Monitoring

Please indicate the amount of work (in percentages) performed by the monitoring service for:

r) Frequency Management Department   56 %

s) Enforcement Department    20  %

t) License Department   24  %

13. Do you perform Inspections on Radio Stations 
YES
a) What inspection techniques are used by your administration to determine that users of the spectrum are complying with national or international requirements?



Technical measurements

b) What are the administrative procedures that determine your inspection policy (for example the number of inspections, type of notification provided prior to inspection, rules and regulations)?



Any station can be inspected at anytime as part of the licence conditions.

c) What measurement equipment does your administration use to perform technical measurements at an inspection?


Calibrated Radiocommunication test sets


Calibrated power meters, Receivers and Spectrum analysers..


d) What technical parameters does your administration measure when inspecting a radio system?


Frequency accuracy and stability, spurious emissions, bandwidth of emissions, power of emissions, intermodulation products and quality of installation.

e) What station records does your administration review when inspecting a radio station?

Licence conditions, payment schedule and site calibration documentation.

14.
Do you perform technical analyses of radio frequency interference complaints?
YES

Do you have an established consultation process, involving Government and non-government organization, for resolving these complaints?
YES
15.
Use of computers for national spectrum management

General

a) Do you use computers for national spectrum management?
YES
b) Type of computers
Dell Desktops 
c) How many workstations: 5  or personal computers (PCs): 100 

d) Operating system(s) Workstations: NT2 – Desktops: Windows XP 

e) Does your spectrum management system operate within a Local Area Network (LAN)?
YES
f) Do you have access to the internet?
YES

g) Does your administration provide a web site on the internet to disseminate spectrum management information?
YES

If yes, please provide the address (URL) of the web site: www.odtr.ie  /   www.comreg.ie

Windows Basic Spectrum Management System (WinBASMS)

h) Are you aware that a Windows Basic Spectrum Management System is available from the ITU at no cost?
YES
i) Has your administration used WinBASMS? 
NO

j) Has your administration had problems using WinBASMS?
N.A
k) Please list all problems that were encountered using WinBASMS.

N.A


l) Would you recommend using WinBASMS if the problems identified in (d) have been corrected?
N.A
m) Do you need an enhanced spectrum management system if you answered no in (e)?
 YES

Advanced Automated Spectrum Management Systems (AASMS)

n) Does your administration use an Automated Spectrum Management Systems (AASMS)
 NO
o) Has your administration had problems using your AASMS
N.A
p) Please list all problems that were encountered using your AASMS

N.A.

q) How would you propose to change the AASMS to correct or overcome these problems (please describe)?

N.A.
16.
Organisation of spectrum management

a) Please describe your country's spectrum management structure and enclose a copy of the organization chart. The following aspects are of particular interest:
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b) Is the spectrum management organisation a separate ministry, department or agency reporting directly to the government or is it part of a larger government department (for example, a department responsible for all telecommunications)? 

Spectrum management is carried out by the regulator responding to policy received from government. 

c) Is the responsibility for spectrum management contained within a single organisation or is it shared between separate organisations (for example, some administrations have separate organisations for regulatory matters and  policy matters, other administrations have separate organisations for government users and non-government users)?

Responsibility for Spectrum management is carried out by a single organisation,  the regulator,  responding to policy received from government. 

d) Have there been recent changes in this organisational structure or are changes planned (for example to take account of any changes in your government's policy for telecommunications)?

New legislation expected to be enacted shortly will create a Commission for Communications Regulation which will absorb the current Regulator.

e) Number of specialist staff in national spectrum management? 
3
f) Number of support staff in national spectrum management?
1
17.
Do you use the ITU-R Handbooks and Reports on: 

a)
National Spectrum Management, version 1995 ?

Yes

b)
Spectrum Monitoring, version 2002?

No – still awaiting delivery of copies.

c)
Computer-aided Techniques for Spectrum Management, version 1999? 

Yes

d)
Report SM.2012-1,  Economic Aspects of Spectrum Management, version 2000?

Yes

PART III

Attachment 3

No information supplied at this stage.
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