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	Subject:
	Focus Group on ITU-D Question 13/1: Promotion of infrastructure and use of the Internet in developing countries


TO ADMINISTRATIONS OF MEMBER STATES OF ITU
AND MEMBERS OF THE DEVELOPMENT SECTOR

Dear Madam/Sir,

ITU-D Study Group 1 decided at its last meeting (Geneva, 11 - 15 September 2000) to terminate the mandate of the Focus Group on Question 13/1 - Promotion of infrastructure and use of the Internet in developing countries - but to continue to study this Question within the framework of Study Group 1, under the responsibility of the appointed Rapporteur, Mr. David Valdez (USA), and Co‑Rapporteur, Dr. Marcelo Lamas (Argentina).

The draft report on Question 13/1 is available as Document 1/077 on the ITU-D Web site at http://web.itu.ch/ITU-D-StGrps/SGP_1998-2002/SG1/Documents/DocList.htm.

Study Group 1 further agreed on the following:

1)
To separate Part IV (Use of the Internet) and Part V (Local content and empowerment) of the current report (Document 1/077), and to prepare them for publication in the form of reports, supplemented if appropriate by Recommendations, having regard to WTDC-98 Resolution 4.

2)
Given that, as recommended by Council-2000, the ITU secretariat was organizing a forum on IP telephony in 2001 and that there was a considerable body of information available on the website of the IP telephony workshop (Geneva, 14-16 June 2000) (http://www.itu.int/osg/sec/spu/ni/iptel/workshop/index.html), and given the existence of the reference document IPTEL/03 on the subject, the participants agreed that IP telephony aspects should no longer be included in the report, in order to avoid duplication.

3)
Given the current importance of Internet issues (for example Internet in rural areas) and since Question 13/1 must be considered in its entirety, and not only from the standpoint of IP telephony, the majority of speakers were in favour of continuing work on the subject.

4)
Based on the existing draft report (Document 1/077) the future work to finalize the Report on question 13/1 should concentrate on:

· developing a set of guidelines for government officials to use in creating a policy environment that fosters development of Internet infrastructure;

· identifying the technological options available to achieve Internet build-out, and prepare a technology-neutral guide to options for Internet build-out;

· determining how best to build human capacity for technical expertise in the private sector and among developing country officials.

These are the first three topics of Question 13/1 as agreed by the WTDC-98 and amended by TDAG.

As a first step in finalizing the work, Study Group 1 decided that Member States and Sector Members will be given two months for written comments on chapters III, IV, V, VII and IX of the draft report (Document 1/077).

You are invited to submit your comments by 30 November 2000, at the latest, to plesse@ties.itu.int or fax: +49 228 615 29 64, with copy to devsg1@itu.int, or fax +41 22 730 54 84. Your comments will be used to revise the draft report before handing it to the new appointed Rapporteur and Co-Rapporteur.

I thank you for your co-operation and look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,

Hamadoun I. Touré
Director
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