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________

A)
Handbook on certification of telecommunication equipment

1
Statement of the situation

Telecommunications are constantly evolving:

(
As a result of technological change and the development of new technologies, users are offered services at lower cost, especially through the use of radio technology.

(
Expressed requirements and demand on the part of the potential users of telecommunication services in developing countries are increasing steadily.

(
In the light of the application of new technologies associated with the establishment of new telecommunication services, studies on the concept of "telecommunication equipment certification" should benefit the developing countries.

(
It is recognized that, in an open and competitive market, certification and the marking systems developed by consumer organizations, manufacturers, operators and other industry players contribute to quality and are useful means of improving consumer confidence in telecommunication products and services.

(
The wireless and telecommunication equipment sector is a key element of the telecommunication market and constitutes one of the cornerstones of the economy which the regulations applicable to the telecommunication equipment sector must adapt to the changes expected to be produced in this sector by the new technologies, market developments and legislation on networks.

Taking all these factors into account, and bearing in mind that, given the growing importance of telecommunication equipment and networks using radio transmission in addition to equipment linked by cables, any production, marketing and use of wireless equipment and telecommunication equipment must be subject to regulations aimed at achieving national certification of the equipment in question, we recommend the preparation of such a handbook.

2
Issues to be developed

Identification of the different regulations for purposes of certification, type approval of telecommunication equipment by the regulators of Member States, and the industrial aspects, with particular emphasis on the technical aspects and the ease of implementation of regulations in the context of a market based on free competition.

3
Expected output

The results obtained from the analysis of worldwide regulations will make it possible to prepare the Handbook for the study period 2002-2006. 

Detailed studies make it possible to provide developing countries with ideas concerning the preparation of regulations for the certification of telecommunication equipment, on the basis of the specific national characteristics of each country.

4
Required timing of expected output

A draft Handbook should be ready by the end of 2004 on the Internet.

5
"Proposers/sponsors" - Those who requested that the Question or issue be studied

Study Group 2 Rapporteurs for Question 16/2. 

6
Sources of inputs required for carrying out the study

All available know‑how from both developing and developed countries will be mobilized for this task.

Member States, Sector Members and regional groups should contribute to the study.

7
Target audience for the output

a)
Indicate expected types of target audience by noting all relevant points on the matrix 
which follows:

	
	Developed countries
	Developing countries
	LDCs

	Telecom policy-makers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Telecom regulators
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Service providers (operators)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Manufacturers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


The main beneficiaries of this study will be the developing countries and telecommunication operators and manufacturers.

b)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output?

The output will be most helpful, especially to the senior and middle management personnel of all Member States and Sector Members, who are responsible for establishing strategies and plans for the certification of telecommunication equipment in developing countries and LDCs.

c)
Proposed methods for implementing the results

The Handbook will be considered at the next WTDC and, as appropriate, at regional telecommunication development conferences.

8
Proposed method of handling this Question or issue

The Question will be studied on the basis of results of experiences communicated in the form of practical documents submitted in a convenient format. Other approaches may also be used, such as definition of a structured approach conducive to helping members having decided to restructure their sector and needing assistance in this connection in order to:

(
establish regulations;

(
marshal the necessary skills to define general policy objectives in the light of the new laws adopted and aims established.

a)
How? Indicate the suggested handling of the proposed Question or issue

1)
Within a study group:

(
Question (over a multi-year study period)

*

(
Focus group





Preferred

(
Programmes





*

(
Projects







*

(
Expert consultants




Alternative, if necessary

(
Dedicated questionnaire



Preferred

2)
In other ways - describe (e.g. regional, 
within other organizations, jointly with 
other organizations, etc.)



*

b)
Why? Explain why you selected the alternative under a) above

The study of this Question involves the review, analysis and assessment of the experience of many countries with regard to certification of telecommunication equipment.

Work of this nature, involving as it does the careful collection of experiences and opinions from many countries, can be carried out most effectively and promptly by a focus group of experts. As an alternative, if the formation of a focus group proves to be impractical with regard to a particular issue, some of the work could be carried out by outside consultants.

9
Coordination requirements of the study

Close coordination is required with the successor programmes for the VAP Programmes and the study groups of ITU's three Sectors.

Coordination is required as appropriate with regional telecommunication organizations and with standardization organizations involved in work relating to the certification of telecommunication equipment.

10
Other relevant information

To be determined.

B)
Handbook on principles for the establishment of digital radio and television systems

1
Statement of the problem or situation

During the VAP study period and in connection with Question 8/2 entitled "Public service broadcasting infrastructure in developing countries", the work consisted in particular in defining ways of helping the developing countries to improve their technical broadcasting infrastructure.

The results of the survey carried out among public service broadcasters clearly show that it is often difficult to develop radio and television services in these countries on account of the lack of resources.

The advent of digital radio and television services is an excellent opportunity for the developing countries to take advantage of these new technologies in order to introduce and extend radio and television broadcasting throughout their territories for the benefit of users.

2
Question or issue proposed for study

On the basis of the studies carried out and the experience and knowledge acquired by ITU and other organizations such as UNESCO, by the broadcasting unions and by Member States and Development Sector Members, conclusions and a handbook should be prepared on the following question:

a)
How are the new technologies to be planned and used to best advantage in order to bring radio and television broadcasting to the national populations? How can the cost of establishing such infrastructure be borne by national administrations and/or private operators?

b)
How are the digital technologies to be used to increase production capacity and improve the profitability and efficiency of the output of radio and television broadcasting services in developing countries?

3
Description of expected output

The study will identify general principles concerning network planning and provision of service to populations by means of digital radio and television broadcasting, with relevant technical and economic details, for the benefit of the network planners of the service provider and/or network planners of the radio and television regulatory body.

–
Economic cost/benefit analyses of various digital radio and television broadcasting systems will also be carried out, including an assessment of their impact on the human and economic resources of developing countries and their interworking with existing networks.

–
Different techniques and strategies for the transition from analogue to digital.

The general principles will be based on the "best practices" applied by countries and organizations which have successfully established digital radio and television broadcasting services in their areas of competence.

4
Required timing of expected output

Duration of the next ITU‑D study period. A preliminary report will be available on the Internet in 2004.

5
"Proposers/sponsors" - Those who requested that the Question or issue be studied

This technical facet was originally adopted for study by the rapporteur group of Working Party 16/2 at its meeting in June 2001, in order to complete fascicle 4 "Radio and television broadcasting" of the 2001 Handbook entitled "New Technologies and New Services".

6
Sources of input required for carrying out the study

1)
Contributions and information gathered from Member States and ITU‑D Sector Members, as well as from the regional broadcasting unions and regional telecommunication groups.

2)
Consideration of ITU‑T and ITU‑R study group Questions related to this technical facet.

3)
Discussion within the competent ITU‑D study group.

7
Target audience for the output

a)
Indicate expected types of target audience, by noting all relevant points on the matrix which follows:

	
	Developed countries
	Developing countries
	LDCs

	Telecom policy-makers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Audiovisual regulators
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Service providers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Manufacturers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Research institutes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Development agencies
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


b)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output?

The output will be used by senior management personnel, policy-makers and planning officials of the sovereign States, by international financial institutions, development agencies and by numerous other public and private sector organizations.

These indicators should make it possible to strengthen coordination and cooperation among the regulatory agencies and operators, in the hope that the development efforts in the different professional sectors will be consolidated.

8
Proposed method of handling this Question or issue

a)
How? Indicate the suggested handling of the proposed Question or issue

1)
Within a study group:

–
Question (over a multi-year study period)
*

–
Focus group (12 months maximum)
Preferred

–
Programmes
*

–
Projects
*

–
Expert consultants
Possible alternative

2)
In other ways - describe (e.g. regional, 
within other organizations, jointly with 
other organizations, etc.).
*

b)
Why? Explain why you selected the alternative under a) above

The study of this Question involves the review, analysis and assessment of the experience of many countries with regard to radio and television services using the new digital technologies.

Work of this nature, involving as it does the careful collection of experiences and opinions from many countries, can be carried out most effectively and promptly by a focus group of experts. As an alternative, if the formation of a focus group proves to be impractical with regard to a particular issue, some of the work could be carried out by outside consultants.

9
Coordination requirements of the study

Coordination is required with the regional radio and television broadcasting organizations involved in related activities, with the ITU‑T, ‑R and ‑D study groups, the BDT secretariat and regional organizations.

There must also be coordination, as appropriate, with other United Nations agencies, including UNDP and UNESCO, which have interests in this field.

10
Other relevant information

To be determined.

_______

______________
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Tel.: +33 1 4613 2145/Fax: +33 1 4613 3433
E-mail:
philippe.MEGE@fr.thalesgroup.com

R:\REFTXT01\ITU-D\SG-D\SG02\RGQ16\022-E

22/05/01
(124273)

R:\REFTXT01\ITU-D\SG-D\SG02\RGQ16\022-E

22/05/01
(124273)


