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1. Introduction

The meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group for Question 16/2 was held in Geneva from 12 to 13 March 2001.

Ten delegates participated in the meeting.

The Rapporteur, Mr. Maurice Ghazal, chaired the meeting.

The following documents were considered:

	Document RGQ16/2/013
	Agenda of the meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2 on 12-13 March 2001, Geneva

	Document RGQ16/2/014
	Liaison statement to ITU-T Study Groups 3, 4, 7, 11, 13 and 16, and ITU-R working parties 8f and 8d, and ITU-D Study Group 2

	Document RGQ16/2/015
	Meeting of German ITU-TDAG members (private sector) and BMWI with BDT, Geneva, 21 February 2001

	Document RGQ16/2/016
	ITU-D Handbook on disaster communications:  part 3 – OCHA and IARU

	Document RGQ16/2/017
	Teletraffic engineering Handbook – TTE handbook – progress report – ITC

	Document RGQ16/2/018
	Progress status of Handbooks – BDT Secretariat

	Document RGQ16/2/019
	Proposition aux points 4 et 7 de l’ordre du jour – THALES


The proposed Agenda (Document RGQ16/2/013) was approved.

2.
Liaison statement from ITU-T Special Study Group on IMT-2000 (Document 014)

This document contained information regarding the ITU-T Special Study Group (ITU-T SSG) on IMT-2000 and beyond, which is responsible for the coordination of the activities across the telecommunication sector for the network aspects of the ITU Handbook on IMT-2000.  This Handbook will be a single Handbook prepared by the three sectors of the ITU.  It is expected to be ready by December 2002.

The liaison statement contained the proposed table of contents of the Handbook and requested the amendments of the Development Sector in order to reflect its needs.  The revision of the draft contents (Rev.1 to Document 8F/TEMP/76), prepared in Morocco, was presented to the meeting by Mr. Fabio Leite, Chief of the ITU IMT-2000 project.

The meeting agreed on the latest content of the Handbook and decided to send a liaison statement to ITU-R Working Party 8F and to ITU-T SSG informing them of the following:

-
agreement of the meeting on the new contents;

-
suggestion of a meeting of the three parties (Standardization, Development and 
Radiocommunications experts);

· for the Development sector, the Group for the Handbook will be composed of:  Mr. Maurice Ghazal, BDT Coordinator for the Group, assisted by Ms. Natasa Gospic, Mr. Pierre Fontaine (Rapporteur for Question 12/1), Mr. Rainer Händel, Mr. Nabil Kisrawi, Mr. Larry Price, Mr. Frank Rahe, Mr. Eberhard Rögner, Mr. Pape Toure (BDT Secretariat) and Ms. Fidelia Akpo (BDT Secretariat). 

· Mr. Fabio Leite will assume the coordination of the activities of the three sectors.  He is invited to call for a meeting among those involved in the three sectors.  He is also invited to call for contributions for the Handbook.

The problem of interference and protection between different services was raised by the representative of THALES, Mr. Philippe Mège, to be included in the contents.  After discussion, it was decided to leave this question to Mr. Leite.  In fact in June 2001, the CPM (Conference Preparatory Meeting for WRC-2003) draft report will be prepared.  By this time, we will have a clear picture on the issue of interference.

In conclusion, the new draft outline of the Handbook on IMT-2000 as prepared in Morocco was endorsed.

A liaison statement is to be sent to ITU-R WP8F and ITU-T SSG to inform them of the above-mentioned results.

3.
Progress status of Handbooks (Document 018)

3.1 Manual on New Technologies and New Services (NTNS)

To avoid any further delay in the publication of Fascicles 1 and 2, it was decided not to wait for the inclusion in June of comments from French and Spanish participants.  The information changes very fast and the publication of these two fascicles should be done without delay.  They are expected to be published within two months, that is to say by mid-April 2001.

The decision was also made to publish the French and Spanish versions of Fascicles 1 and 2 without waiting for the comments.  Significant amendments will be introduced in further future supplements of the Fascicles.

Fascicle 3 is to be transmitted to the Director of BDT for the Group of experts to be created with reference to Opinion D of the World Telecommunication Policy Forum on IP telephony.

For Fascicle 4, ITU-R Study Group 6 sent a liaison statement in reply to the liaison statement of the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2 (Document 2/211) informing Study Group 2 of the names of four people requested to comment on the Fascicle.  As no comments have so far been received, it was decided to wait until the next meeting of ITU-R Study Group 6 at the end of March 2001.  Mr. Kantchev was requested to provide his comments electronically also by the end of March 2001.  After March 2001, BDT Secretariat is requested to proceed by 15 April with the inclusion of any possible amendments and with the finalization of Fascicle 4 for publication in English, French and Spanish, as soon as each version is ready.

3.2 Handbook on disaster communications (Document 016)

The technical annex (Part 3) has been finalized.  The Handbook in English should be sent without delay for publication.  The French and Spanish versions should be published as soon as they are ready.

It is to be noted that Mr. Larry Price will buy about 242 copies of this Handbook for policy makers in different meetings in America, Mozambique and Senegal.

It is absolutely necessary that this Handbook be published quickly.  The meeting stressed its acknowledgements to Mr. Larry Price and his team for the valuable work accomplished.

3.3 Teletraffic Engineering Handbook (Document 017)

Mr. Lars Engvall presented the document and explained that at this stage the draft Handbook is being tested.

The test of using the Handbook was made in February 2001 in Armenia, two other tests are going to be made in Yemen (May 2001) and Brazil in September 2001, respectively.

The Group expressed its doubts as to the possible availability of the Handbook in English, French and Spanish by September 2001.

It was strongly recommended that Parts of the Handbook which are ready should be sent to BDT Secretariat for translation.  Attention was drawn to the fact that the deadline to receive documents for translation is 1 July 2001 for the Study Group meetings in September.  It was also recommended not to wait until 1 July to send the 250 pages of the Handbook.  There is a risk that it will not be translated into French and Spanish for the September 2001 meeting.

To conclude, it was recommended that the cover pages of the Handbooks be coloured and the design similar to the one used for Focus Group 7.

4.
Procedures for updating Handbooks by means of supplements (Document 019)

Mr. Philippe Mège presented Document 019.  He proposed that the supplements to be published for the Handbooks be prepared over a period of one year.  The supplements should be approved by Study Group 2.  They should include the evolution of technologies and new services described in the Handbooks to be published.  Mr. Frank Rahe, Alcatel, expressed his concern about technical documents as Handbooks to be approved by Study Group plenary meetings.  He said that for such Handbooks, the Study Group should rely on the expert groups that prepare the documents.  In doing so, we will save time in publishing the Handbooks quickly so that they are not obsolete by the time of their publication.  No decision was taken on this issue pending instructions by Study Group 2 in September 2001.

The contents of the supplements could cover:

-
the implementation of new emerging technologies and their operating results;

-
updating the existing Handbooks.

Document 019 is to be revised by THALES, in order to make it more clear and comprehensive.

5.
Third World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF) on Internet Protocol (IP) 
telephone, 7-9 March 2001; lessons learned for Fascicle 3

As decided above, Fascicle 3 should be sent to the BDT Director for the Group of experts from developing countries to be created by BDT (Opinion D of WTPF) for improvement and inclusion of the IP telephony aspects.  The possible deadline for this work is end 2001.

6.
New Question for the next study period

After an exchange of views, it was decided to retain Question 16/2 (Preparation of Handbooks for developing countries.  The definition of the Question is to be prepared for different topics:

a)
Renewable energy by Lars Engvall.  He should take account of Primary sources of energy for the power supply of remote telecommunication systems (GAS 4, 1985) Handbook .  ITU and financing institutions, such as DANIDA, SIDA, etc., may be partners of this Handbook project in close collaboration with the Group assisting the Director in implementing Focus Group 7 recommendations.

b)
Supplement to Handbook on new technologies and new services by Natasa Gospic and 
Philippe Mège.

c)
Type approval by Philippe Mège with European Community

d)
Digital TV by Philippe Mège.

The texts should be sent to BDT Secretariat by 30 April 2001 to be assembled as a draft Question.
Taking into account some time constraints, Lars Engvall will send his text by 15 May 2001.

The definition of the Question should be drafted along the lines indicated in WTDC-98 Resolution 4.

7.
Future programme

After discussions of items a) (Economic and technical aspects of transmission systems (submarine cable, satellite, etc.)) and b) (to complete manual on IMT-2000 and beyond), and those proposed in Document 019 by Mr. Philippe Mège, the meeting decided the following.

The future work should focus on:

-
IMT-2000 and beyond

-
Fascicle 3 including IP telephony

-
energy sources

The items proposed by Mr. Philippe Mège in Document 019 should be elaborated.  In fact the meeting did not feel that it was appropriate to deal with regulatory aspects in Study Group 2.  More details should be provided on type approval and agreement on telecommunication equipment.

The Group will meet on 21 and 22 June in Geneva to adopt a draft Question 16/2 for the third study period to be proposed to the final Study Group meeting.
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