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1. Introduction

The meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2 was held from 23 to 25 February 2000.  Eleven participants from Administrations and Sector Members participated in the meeting.  No women from the Administrations and Sector Members participated in the meeting.  The list of participants is attached at Annex 3.

2. Main results

2.1 Review of the results of the Rapporteur’s Group meeting on Question 16/2 in September 1999 (Document 2/REP/012 (Rev.1))

After the adoption of the Agenda (Annex 1), Document 2/REP/012 (Rev.1) was reviewed.  Mr. Ghazal emphasized the fact that, in accordance with the decision taken at the Study Group Meeting in September 1999, a group composed of himself, Mr. Konaté, Mr. Engvall and Mrs. Coffin (Rapporteur for Question 10/2) should evaluate the former case studies on rural communications carried out during the First Study Period, in order to integrate them or not in the Rural Handbook.  The Group’s views will be submitted to the September 2000 meeting of Study Group 2 for a decision.

2.2 Detailed examination of the contributions received

- 
Handbook on New Technologies and New Services (NTNS)

-
Progress report – Document RGQ16/2/008
-
Fascicle 1: New technologies supporting new networks

· Fascicle 2: Telecom systems, networks and services

· Fascicle 3: IP-based networks

Mrs. N. Gospic, the editor, presented the progress report on the preparation of the Handbook, as well as the three fascicles.  She said that she has not yet received the contribution from the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) for Fascicle 4.  The authors of the Chapters, who attended the meeting, presented their contributions.  The Rapporteur, Mr. Ghazal, thanked all the authors for their valuable contributions to the Handbook.  After a detailed examination of the documents, recommendations were made as to the substance and to the work distribution.  Comments were made on Fascicles 1 and 2 and forwarded to Mrs. Gospic to review these fascicles.  Other comments are summarized in Document RGQ16/2/010.

However, it was agreed not to include in the Handbook any material, which has already been developed in reports or recommendations on relevant Questions of the three sectors.  To avoid duplication, the Handbook should only give, as appropriate, reference to these documents. 

Concerning Fascicle 4, after consultation with the Rapporteur for Question 11/2, Mr. Tedros Lemma, and to avoid duplication of the work, it was agreed that:

· Mrs. Gospic inform ABU that their contribution to Fascicle 4 will be sent for consideration to the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 11/2 in order to avoid any duplication of work;

· ABU’s contribution is expected by the end of March 2000 at the latest;

· Mrs. Gospic will send the ABU contributions for Fascicle 4 to:  Mr. Lemma, Mr. Mège and Mr. Ghazal;

· Mr. Lemma will advise Mr. Ghazal on what action to be taken regarding Fascicle 4.

It was agreed that the Handbook should be neutral without any publicity for any company. It was recommended to review the numbering of Chapters in the Handbook, as well as the titles of Figures.  The acronyms should be mentioned in an Annex.

Mr. Ghazal concluded that priority should be given to Fascicles 1, 2 and 3 for the September meeting.  For Fascicle 4, it will depend on the joint decision by both Rapporteurs on Questions 11/2 and 16/2.

The work distribution for the Handbook is summarized in the table attached as Annex 2.

Teletraffic Engineering Handbook (Document RGQ16/2/009)

Mr. Engvall presented the contents of the Handbook. The Handbook will also be used for courses on teletraffic engineering.  It will provide participants with a basic and thorough understanding of the principles of teletraffic theory, engineering, and measurements, and will enable the users to apply these techniques in evaluating network performance and design.

A course on statistics and mathematics is also to be developed and will include distance learning.  The Handbook should be ready for the year 2001.

In addition, he invited those interested to participate in the online discussion group.

A seminar was held in Damascus, Syria, in November 1999 when the Handbook programme was presented.  The use of the Handbook will be tested in four countries (Yemen, Sudan, Palestine and Djibouti) during the work period at a course to be organized in the Yemen.

Handbook on disaster communications (Document RGQ16/2/007)

Mr. Larry Price presented Document RGQ16/2/007 and indicated that the year 2000 is the goal for publication of the Handbook.

Mr. Zimmerman from the UNOG-OCHA office is the overall editor of the Handbook.  Unfortunately, due to other commitments, he could not participate in the meeting.

Mr. Price indicated the possibility of sponsoring the Handbook.  The promise of funding will be confirmed next week.

Case studies to be considered in the Handbook on New Technologies and New Services

The meeting recommended updating the case study of “Singapore one” on multimedia, which was in the former draft Handbook on NTNS.  The updated case studies of China (on the introduction of new technologies (Document RGQ16/2/011)) and of Singapore One case study (on multimedia application) will be attached to the Handbook as Annex to Chapter 2 of Fascicle 1.

For the other case studies (China, Mali and Viet Nam) prepared in the former Handbook on rural telecommunications, it was recommended to wait for the proposals from the Group comprised of the Rapporteur on Question 16/2, Mr. Konaté, Mr. Engvall and the Rapporteur on Question 10/2.  This Group was created by Study Group 2 in September and will meet on Monday, 28 February, and send its recommendation to the next Study Group 2 meeting in September 2000 for its consideration. 

In conclusion of this item, it was recommended to endeavour to have the Handbook (at least Fascicles 1, 2 and 3) submitted in English, French and Spanish for the September 2000 meeting.

2.3
Report of the Meeting of the Special Group on Human Resources 

Documents RGQ16/2/005 (Report of the Meeting of the Special Group 
on Human Resources Development – Geneva, 18-19 January 2000) and 
RGQ16/2/006 (Questionnaire on ITU-D manuals: list of countries which 
replied to the Questionnaire)

Document 005 was presented by the BDT Secretariat and Document 006 was presented by Mr. Philippe Mège.  The meeting took note of the fact that the ITU-D Handbooks were appreciated.  It was highlighted that they continue to be in hard copy in addition to electronic form on the web.

2.4
Future work programme

The meeting agreed on the following:

Handbook on New Technologies and New Services:

· Priority for Fascicles 1, 2 and 3 for September 2000 meeting

· Fascicle 4:  wait for ABU contribution and recommendation from Rapporteur’s Group for Question 11/2

· Publication of Fascicles 1, 2 and 3: early 2001, including case studies if ready (Mali, Singapore one, China)

· Publication of Fascicle 4: if possible by the end of 2001

· Deadlines:


-
Missing contributions to be sent to Ms. Gospic

30 April 2000


(see table in Annex 2)

-
Final draft version of the Handbook to be sent to


ITU-D 







31 May 2000

-
Editor/reader





31 June 2000

-
Finalize/reader





15 July 2000

- 
Translation





17 July 2000

All input contributions to be translated are to be sent to the BDT Secretariat by 17 July 2000 at the latest.

Final report of the February meeting to be sent by the BDT Secretariat to all participants for comments (e-mail).

2.5 Experts and editors to be recruited for the Handbook on NTNS

The BDT Secretariat informed the meeting of the recruitment of editors for

· the overall Handbook

· each of the Fascicles 1 and 2 (process for recruitment started).

2.6 Proposed draft Agenda for September 2000 meeting

The meeting agreed on the following Agenda:


1.
Adoption of the Agenda
2.
Adoption of the report of February meeting

3. Progress reports on:
3.1
Handbook on New Technologies and New Services
3.2
Teletraffic Engineering Handbook
3.3.
Handbook on Disaster Communications
3.4
Former case studies for rural Handbook
3.5
Feedback on Liaison Statements (Documents 2/127, 2/129(Rev.1))

issued at the September 1999 meeting of Study Group 2

4. Assignment of responsibilities

5. Future work plan

6. Other business

2.7 Any other business
· It was recommended that BDT should send letters of thanks to all the authors of the Handbook.

· Mr. Larry Price wondered about the approval by Study Group 2 of the Handbook on Disaster Communications in case the text is ready for September 2000.  Mr. Ghazal replied that in such a case, the Handbook will be first considered during the meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2.  After its approval, it will be handed over to Study Group 2 for approval in September 2000.

· Mr. Ghazal thanked all the participants for the valuable contributions in the debate.

Annex 1

AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF THE RAPPORTEUR’S

GROUP ON QUESTION 16/2



Documents

1. 
Adoption of the Agenda


2. 
Review of the results of the Rapporteur’s Group meeting on Question 16/2 in September 1999
2/REP/012(Rev. 1)

3. 
Organization of work


4. 
Discussion of input documents, if any


5. 
Detailed examination of the contributions received:



- Handbook on New Technologies and New Services (NTNS)

- Progress report

- Fascicle 1: 
New technologies supporting new networks

- Fascicle 2: 
Telecommunication systems, networks and 



services

- Fascicle 3: 
Digital IP-based networks and services

RGQ16/2/008
RGQ16/2/002
RGQ16/2/003

RGQ16/2/004


- Teletraffic Engineering Handbook – Progress report
RGQ16/2/009


- Handbook on disaster communications
RGQ16/2/007


- Case studies to be considered in the Handbook on NTNS


6. 
Report of the Meeting of the Special Group on Human Resources Development (Geneva, 18-19 January 2000)
– Questionnaire on ITU-D manuals: List of countries which
    replied to the Questionnaire
RGQ16/2/005

RGQ16/2/006

7. 
Future work programme


8. 
Experts and editors to be recruited for the Handbook on NTNS


9. 
Proposed draft Agenda for the September 2000 meeting


10. 
Any other business


Annex 2

Editor: Mrs. Gospic


Fascicle/Chapter
Responsible person
Comments

F.1
Ch. 2.2 Radio systems

Ch. 3. Switching systems
Mr. P. Mège

Mr. F. Rahe
Accepted – Table of contents
(2.5 should be moved in Fascicle 3)

F.2
Ch.2 Annexes on: Case study China (Revised version of Document RGQ16/2/11(Rev,1)) and 
Singapore One

Ch.3 Satellite Networks
Mr. Hua



Mr. Mège

To be finalised.





Deleted from F.2.


Ch. 4 Mobile Cellular
Mr. P. Mège



Ch. 7 Planning aspects
Mr. T. Jeacock
Review for radio aspects.  Mr. L. Engvall will make reference to teletraffic.


Ch. 8 HRD
Mr. M. Ghazal
Coordinator – Mr. Ghazal.
Add Centers of Excellence Virtual training Center. Coordination with Q15/2 and Mr. Mellor.


Ch. 9 Financial and economic aspects
Mr. M. Ghazal,
Mr. P. Mège,
Mr. A. Ganguli, Mrs. Enderlin
Coordinator – Mr. Ghazal.

F.3

Mr. A. Nehme
Add ITU activities + publication (Mr. Ganguli)

F.4
Document has not been delivered by ABU.
Mrs. N. Gospic
Coordination with Q11/2 (T. Lemma).
Mr. Mège will add technology aspects.

Deadlines

-
Missing contributions to be sent to Ms. Gospic:


30 April 2000

· Final draft version of the Handbook to be sent to


31 May 2000
ITU-D Secretariat

· Editor/reader






31 June 2000

· Finalize the fascicles





15 July 2000

· Translation (French and Spanish)




17 July 2000

Annex 3
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