Q. 10e/2
Sound and television broadcasting and communication for rural and remote areas 
1
Statement of problem or situation

In the current study period, Question 8/2, "Public service broadcasting infrastructure in developing countries", has addressed the study of this important subject area. One part of this work has related to the identification of the ways and means to assist developing countries in improving their sound and television broadcasting technical infrastructure.

From the results of the survey carried out among the Public Service Broadcasters, it has become clear that the distribution of sound and television broadcasting services throughout developing countries is often difficult to implement due to the lack of communications facilities in rural areas.

The advent of telecommunication services in the rural and remote areas provides an excellent opportunity to take advantage of these new facilities to extend sound and television broadcasting capability into these previously unserved areas. 
2
Question or issue proposed for study

On the basis of completed studies, experience and knowledge gained by the ITU-D and by other organizations including UNESCO, WBUs and the FAO, and by the Member States and Sector Members of the Development Sector, develop conclusions and recommendations on this question:

How best can the telecommunications infrastructure in the rural and remote areas be planned and used to provide sound and television broadcasting to the population living there? How will this effect the cost of creating telecommunications infrastructure in the rural and remote areas?
3
Description of the expected output

The output will provide a guideline on the network planning and provisioning of sound and television broadcasting capability throughout rural and remote areas, including appropriate technical and economic detail, for use by the service provider's network planners and/or the network planners of the broadcasting authority. This planning guideline will include broad gauge cost information. 

This guideline will be based on "best practice" experience of countries and organizations which have been successful in providing sound and television broadcasting capability throughout their rural and remote areas.

4
Required timing of the expected output

A preliminary report, conclusions, and recommendations are to be available by mid-1999.

5
"Proposers/Sponsors" - Those who requested study of the Question or issue

Study of this Question is recommended by the groups of experts who addressed Question 4/2 and Question 8/2 in the study period from 1994 to 1998. Question 8/2 was proposed by the WBUs on behalf of Public Service Broadcasters (both radio and television) in developing countries. Other Proposers/Sponsors TBD.

6
Sources of input required in carrying out the study

Contributions are expected from sovereign governments, Public Service Broadcasters, service providers who provide sound and television broadcasting facilities, manufacturers whose product line includes appropriate systems and capability, and from both UN Agencies and regional organizations that have interest in and knowledge of public broadcasting. 

Contributions from regional broadcasting organizations will be particularly helpful, as these organizations will be able to offer regional perspectives on sound and television broadcasting service for rural and remote areas.

7
Target audience for the output

a)
Indicate expected types of target audience, by noting all relevant points on the matrix which follows:

Developed countries
Developing countries
LDCs

Telecom policy makers
N
Y
Y

Telecom regulators
N
Y
Y

Service providers
N
Y
Y

Manufacturers
Y
Y
Y

b)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output?
The intent of this Question is to ensure that Public Broadcasting is appropriately included in plans and programmes that promote Integrated Rural Development through the provision of telecommunication services throughout the rural and remote areas of developing countries and LDCs. 

Accordingly, in these countries, the output will be useful to and used by those responsible for establishing national telecommunications policy for remote and rural areas, those responsible for regulating telecommunications in remote and rural areas, and for those who actually plan and implement Programmes which bring telecommunications to remote and rural areas. It will also be used by Public Service Broadcasters who actually provide the sound and television broadcasting service in these areas. 

c)
Proposed methods for the implementation of the results
The report which documents the results of this work should be distributed to all Member States and Sector Members at no direct cost. The conclusions and recommendations should be addressed, and if appropriate endorsed by resolution at the next World Telecommunication Development Conference, and at regional telecommunication development conferences as appropriate. The conclusions and recommendations of this work should be endorsed, supported and promoted by the successor programmes to BAAP Programmes 9 - "Integrated Rural Development", 10 - "Broadcasting Infrastructure" and 12 - "Development of Telematics and Computer Networks".

8
Proposed method of handling this Question or issue

a)
How? Indicate the suggested handling of the proposed Question or issue
1)
Within a Study Group

– Question (over a multi-year study period)
*

– Focus Group (12 months duration maximum)
*

2)Within Regular BDT Activity

–Programmes
*

–Projects
*

–Expert consultant Recommended

3) In other ways - describe (e.g. regional, within other organizations, 
*

jointly with other organizations, etc.)

b)
Why? Explain why you selected the alternative under a) above
This Question can best be addressed through a study carried out by a consultant who is knowledgeable and experienced in the field. The output is intended to provide a "best practice network planning guideline" which provides detailed guidance and successful examples of how best to implement sound and television broadcasting service for rural and remote areas. 

9
Coordination requirements of the study

The primary coordination requirement is with the successor programme to BAAP Programme 9 - "Integrated Rural Development". Appropriate coordination is also needed with Study Group Question 4/2, "Communications for remote and rural areas", and with Study Group Question 8/2, "Public service broadcasting infrastructure in developing countries".

Other coordination requirements - To be defined.

10
Other relevant information

The WBUs, working in conjunction with the Haso Bunko Foundation (HBF) of Japan, have recently funded an in-depth study of some of the more pressing aspects of Question 8/2, concerning the introduction of digital techniques into all areas of sound broadcasting, including delivery and transmission in telecommunication networks.

The recommendations which have been developed by Question 8/2 have been based on an extensive survey of the Public Service Broadcasters. A recommendation will be put forward to the WTDC 1998, addressing the issue of the joint development of telecommunications and broadcasting networks in a synergistic and coordinated fashion.

