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1
Documents considered

	Document 2/OJ/009
	Draft agenda of the Rapporteur Group meeting on Question 16/2

	Document 2/230
	Proposal for a new Question 16/2 (preparation of handbooks for developing countries)

	Document 2/240
	Progress report to ITU‑D Study Group 2

	Document 2/258
	Summary of the teletraffic engineering handbook

	Document 2/271
	Method of distribution of the handbook on disaster communications (DCH)

	Document 1/214 (Study Group 1)
	La experiencia venezolana en el uso de las telecomunicaciones en el sector educativo


2
Adoption of the Agenda

The draft agenda was adopted without change.

3
Rapporteur's progress report

The Rapporteur introduced Document 2/240 reviewing the work undertaken by the Rapporteur Group on Question 16/2 during the second study period.

The group had accomplished the tasks entrusted to it, namely:

•
finalizing three handbooks (activity begun under Question 2/2 of the previous study period) drawn up during the first study period:

(
Handbook on the legal, economic and structural aspects for the introduction of a national radio‑frequency spectrum management and monitoring system.

(
Handbook on new developments in rural telecommunications. 


Both the above handbooks had been finalized and published in English, French and Spanish in 2000.

(
Handbook on new technologies and new services, drawn up in the form of four fascicles:

Fascicle 1:
"New technologies supporting new networks"

Fascicle 2:
"Digital networks and services"

Fascicle 3:
“IP‑based networks and services"

Fascicle 4:
"Digital radio and television networks and services"

Fascicles 1 and 2 had been published in English and were currently being produced in Spanish and French.

Fascicles 3 and 4, as presented at the Study Group 2 meeting in September 2000, were available on the Web in English, French and Spanish.

In line with the recommendation of the Rapporteur Group meeting in March 2001, Fascicle 3 had been sent to Mr Touré, Director of BDT, for consideration by the Group of Experts set up under Opinion D of the World Telecommunication Forum on "IP‑telephony" (Geneva 7‑9 March 2001). The Group of Experts should finalize the fascicle by the end of 2001.

The revision of Fascicle 4 would be entrusted to experts representing ITU‑R and ITU‑D, selected by the Director of BDT. Those follow‑up activities would have to be covered by the 2002 budget.

•
Subsequently, by decision of Study Group 2, the Rapporteur Group had been instructed to draw up two new handbooks on disaster communications and teletraffic engineering. The handbook on disaster communications had been published in 2001, in English, French and Spanish. A summary of the handbook on teletraffic engineering was set out in Document 2/258.

In the future, the Rapporteur Group proposed entrusting the preparation of handbooks to groups of qualified experts with a maximum timeframe of one year to complete their work, as a means of responding more rapidly to the needs of the developing countries. The process by which BDT would select the experts should be clearly defined and transparent.

The report gave rise to comments on a number of points:

(
It was agreed to amend the third and fourth paragraphs on page 2 of Document 2/230 as follows:

It is proposed that the preparation of handbooks be entrusted to groups of specially designated experts from Member States and Sector Members, with a specified deadline.

The following future activities are proposed:

A
To update, by means of supplements, where appropriate, and preferably using electronic media, existing handbooks in order to reflect the rapid changes in technologies.

Prepare handbooks, as requested by the Member States and Sector Members, and approved by Study Group 2:

B
Handbook on renewable energy solutions,

C
A catalogue of national and international regulatory procedures for the type approval of telecommunication equipment.

Further comments

(
The delegate of China said that China had submitted a contribution giving an overview of the telecommunication situation in China. Given the rapid pace of change in telecommunications, China proposed to update the information in the Handbook on new technologies and new services with a contribution on, for example, network expansion, new network applications, IP and optical communications technologies, etc., and the application of new services. It invited the other participants to prepare case studies setting out their experience, for example, in the implementation of new generation networks.

(
It was agreed that supplements to handbooks would only be prepared where justified.

(
With regard to the handbook on disaster communications, the International Radio Amateur Union (IARU) introduced Contribution 2/271, stating that the sale price of the handbook was prohibitive. IARU requested Study Group 2 to give favourable consideration to the request by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) to re‑issue the handbook in view of its widespread use for humanitarian purposes. The meeting recommended to the Director that the ITU secretariat study UNOCHA's offer to reprint the handbook on disaster communications as an annex to the UN Field Coordination Handbook. In addition, it was agreed to recommend that the ITU publication sales price for the handbook on disaster communications should be set as low as possible.

4
Teletraffic engineering handbook (Document 2/258)

Document 2/258 was introduced by Mr Lars Engvall, Chairman of Committee 3 of the International Teletraffic Congress (ITC). The purpose of the handbook was to describe fundamental teletraffic engineering methods, while specifying the software that may be used with the recommended methods, for use by traffic engineers in developing countries. The handbook would thus serve as a reference work, comprehensible for any reader with a basic grasp of mathematics.

The draft text of the handbook may be consulted at the following Web address:

http://www.itu.int/ITU‑D-StGrps/SGP_1998-2002/SG2/StudyQuestions/Question_16/Q16Index.htm
The meeting congratulated Mr Engvall on the work accomplished and noted the following:

As requested, ITC will check the French and Spanish versions prior to their publication.

The handbook will be transmitted to ITU‑T Study Group 2 (meeting in February 2002) for opinion before the text is finalized.

The document in its current form should be sent for translation into French and Spanish.

5
Proposal for a new Question

The Rapporteur introduced Document 2/230, in which it was proposed that three handbooks be produced. The meeting agreed on the following tasks for the next study period:

A
Updating of the handbook on new technologies and new services by means of supplements, where justified.

B
A handbook on renewable energy solutions, avoiding any duplication of work with ITU‑D Focus Group 7, which was preparing a handbook on small electric power systems for telecommunication installations in rural areas.

C
A catalogue of national, and international regulatory procedures for the type approval of telecommunication equipment.

The final wording adopted was contained in Document 2/230(Rev.1)

6
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC‑02

The Rapporteur reminded the meeting of the interim activities proposed in Document 2/240, namely:

•
Finalizing Fascicle 3, in collaboration with the Group of Experts on Opinion D of the World Telecommunication Policy Forum on "IP‑telephony".

•
It was proposed that the group chaired by Mr Ghazal and designated to represent ITU‑D Study Group 2 in the preparation of the ITU handbook on IMT‑2000 and beyond should continue its activities, pending endorsement by ITU‑D Study Group 2.

7
Other business

There being no time for the meeting to take up Document 1/214 (the Venezuelan experience in the use of telecommunications in the education sector) of Study Group 1, it was agreed  by CANTV Venezuela to introduce the document in the second plenary meeting of Study Group 2.

Mr Engvall was also invited to introduce the telework management training project at the second plenary meeting.

______
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