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Question 14/2: 
Fostering the application of telecommunication in health care. Identifying and documenting success factors for implementing telemedicine

STUDY GROUP 2
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CO-RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 14/2

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 14/2, CARACAS, 12 SEPTEMBER 2001

________

1.
Adoption of the Agenda

In the absence of the Rapporteur, Mr. Leonid Androuchko, from Ukraine, the Co-rapporteur , Mr. Nakajima from Japan chaired the meeting. Mr. Nakajima opened the meeting thanking all participants and giving tribute to the Rapporteur, Mr. Androuchko, for the work carried out on the Question. 

The agenda of the meeting was adopted with the following modifications: 
- Doc 2/267 was added in Agenda item 3
- The Docs to consider under Agenda item 4 were 1/221 (Rev 1) and 2/275
- The Doc to consider under agenda item 4 was 2/242 (Rev 1).

2.
Adoption of the report of the experts’ meeting held on 24-26 January 2001

The co-Rapporteur briefly introduced Doc. 2/227 (Report of the telemedicine experts’ meeting on Question 14/2 – Geneva, 24-26 January 2001).

The delegate of Inictel, Peru, asked for information about the workshop and the next symposium on telemedicine for developing countries to be held in Luxembourg during the trade fair; as well as the progress achieved on Health Inter Network and electronic signature for doctors mentioned in the report. The Chairman of Study Group 1 assured them that he would contact the Rapporteur, Mr. Androuchko, of the Question to provide answers to the delegate from Inictel during the forthcoming Plenary session.

3.
Study of the relevant input documents (Docs. 2/195(Rev.1 Add.1), 2/216, 2/228, 2/229, 
2/256, 2/259, 2/267)

The Co-Rapporteur introduced Doc 2/195 (Rev. 1 Add. 1): Telemedicine directory. This document gives information about the Web site in which the actual Directory can be found. Some copies of this directory, which includes some selected telemedicine programmes, are available fthe Secretariat for interested participants. The Chairman stressed the fact that the Rapporteur encouraged private companies to contribute as Sector Members to this directory. The Chairman also invited the Sector Members present present to do the same. The document was adopted by the meeting.

In the absence of the delegate from Senegal, Doc 2/216: “Telemedicine/telehealth in Sub-Saharan Africa – Challenges and outlook” was introduced by the Co-Rapporteur and noted by the meeting. 

Doc 228: “Telemedicine: a practical use!” was presented by the Co-Rapporteur and noted by the meeting.

Doc. 2/229: “Telemedicine development in Russia” was presented by the delegate of Russia, who noted that telemedicine is of great importance to countries like Russia due to the great extension of the national territory. In 1999 a telemedicine foundation was initiated in Russia. The meeting noted the document.

Doc 2/256: “Introduction of telemedicine services in Ethiopia” was presented by the Chairman and noted by the meeting.

Docs 2/259: “Mobile telepathology on wireless networks” and 2/267: “E-health expert training course hosted at Tokai University, Japan” were presented by the Co-Rapporteur and noted by the meeting. Mr. Nakajima gave the address of the Web site of the projects: http://www.tsj.gr.jp. The representative from Mali underlined the fact that the interest that developing countries have for telemedicine is obvious. He requested that Docs. 2/228, 2/229 and 2/267, which are available in English, only, be translated into French and Spanish.  He also asked the Co-Rapporteur to specify if the courses mentioned in Doc 2/267 are given only in English and are limited to the countries of the Pacific Region. Mr. Nakajima informed those present that the courses are open to all applicants, but are given in English only.

The Chairman of Study Group 2 reminded delegates that TDAG had decided that documents for information would not be translated, but reassured them that the documents introduced during the meeting would be taken into account by the Rapporteur and would be inserted in his updated Report, which would be translated in three languages. Answering a question from the delegate of Nigeria on the financial implications of the projects and the possible funding availability, Mr. Kisrawi, Chairman of Study Group 2, reminded him that the Rapporteur mentioned in the Final Report all the details on the financing of the various projects. He underlined that the principle financial resources were mainly obtained by donations and that the ITU regular budget contribute modestly to this activity.

4.
Proposals for a revised or new Question (Doc 2/242 (Rev 1))

The Chairman of Study Group 2 introduced Doc. 242 (Rev 1), containing the new draft definition of the Question. In the draft the word telemedicine has been replaced with the word telehealth upon request from the Rapporteur’s Group.

The representative of ITC said he was surprised about the change of name, because neither the Rapporteur’s group meeting nor the representative of the World Health Organization had mentioned this change during the meeting in January 2001. The Chairman of Study Group 2, reminding the delegates that the word telemedicine is a limitation, proposed to consult the Rapporteur Mr. Androuchko on the matter and come back to the definition during the plenary session. One delegation reserved his position on the term e-health.

Accepting a proposal from the delegation of United States, the meeting decided to insert the following modifications in Doc. 2/242 (Rev 1).

The following amendments to Doc 2/242 (Rev 1) have been agreed upon by the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 14/2:

· on Page 3, under Expected Output, add a bullet with the following wording:
”Guidelines on how to identify and engage donors in the funding of telemedicine” 

· on Page 3, under Sources of Input Required in Carrying out the Study, add in the first line the words “Member States and Sector Members” between the words expected from and the words the European Commission etc.

The amended document will appear in the plenary meeting as Doc 2/242 (Rev 2).

5.
Adoption of the draft recommendation on telemedicine/telehealth: Information and communication technologies in the health sector (Docs. 2/221 (Rev 1) and 2/275)

The Chairman of Study Group 2 introduced the agenda item. 

He explained that the World Telecommunication Development Conference in Valletta approved Recommendation 9 on Telemedicine. On Question 14/2, the Rapporteur’s Group proposed some amendments to this Recommendation 9. The new text is presented in Doc. 2/221 (Rev 1) and, if endorsed by the Study Group, needs to be sent to TDAG for adoption and presentation to the World Telecommunication Development Conference in 2002 being a Recommendation adopted by the WTDC and not proposed by the Study Group in the last cycle. 

Furthermore, Study Group 2 in the last study period approved Recommendation ITU-D 11 on Impact of Telecommunications in Health-care and other social services. The revised Recommendation ITU-D 11, prepared by the Chairman of Study Group 2 and the Co-Rapporteur, is presented in Doc. 2/275.

In Document 2/221 (Rev 1) the delegate from France expressed some doubts on the terminology and wished to have the text in the three languages before expressing his opinion. In particular, he expressed his reserve because the formulation of the first inviting the establishment of a national committee/task force, comprising representatives of the telecommunication and health care sectors, had to be debated at a national level.

Answering the representative of Gambia, who asked on Recommends 1 which efforts had been made to raise the awareness of decision makers in least developed countries, Mr. Kisrawi mentioned that the two symposiums on telemedicine held in Portugal and in Buenos Aires had allowed the least developed countries to participate by means of fellowships. He assured him that he would insert the request of a greater effort towards LDCs in his report to the WTDC.

The delegation of the United States proposed a modification of item 5 of the Recommendation, on page 3, i.e. the addition of the words “within existing budgetary resources” after the words set up. It was noted that the addition would make no difference because the BDT existing budget cannot be exceeded.

The text of the draft recommendation, as amended by the United States, was agreed upon by the meeting, with the exception of one delegation, and will be transferred to the plenary to be then sent to TDAG.

The Chairman of Study Group 2 introduced Document 2/275, containing a draft revision of the recommendation ITU-D 11, and requested the comments of the meeting. The meeting agreed on the document, which will be sent to the plenary.

6.
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC-02

The meeting decided to request the Rapporteur and the Co-Rapporteur to update the Final Report, taking into account the contributions examined under agenda item 3. This updated Report will be posted in the ITU Study Group Web site in the three languages.

7.
Any other business

No other business was discussed. The Co-Rapporteur thanked all the delegates for their active participation and interest, and encouraged them to take part in the continuous study on telemedicine and the dissemination of the results achieved so far.

__________
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