- 3 -
ITU-D/2/022(Rev.1)-E

	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
	

	TELECOMMUNICATION
DEVELOPMENT BUREAU

ITU-D STUDY GROUPS
	Document 2/REP/022(Rev.1)-E
9 October 2000
Original: English

	
THIRD MEETING OF STUDY GROUP 1: GENEVA, 11 - 15 SEPTEMBER 2000
THIRD MEETING OF STUDY GROUP 2: GENEVA, 18 - 22 SEPTEMBER 2000


[image: image1.wmf]
Question 14/2: 
Fostering the application of telecommunication in health care. Identifying and documenting success factors for implementing telemedicine

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 14/2

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 14/2, GENEVA, 20 SEPTEMBER 2000

________

The Rapporteur introduced the Agenda for Question 14/2, which was adopted by the meeting.  He then proposed to start the discussion with Document 2/116(Rev.1) on Telemedicine in developing countries – Lessons learned, and to then examine the other contributions received:

2/147:  Telemedicine training fund

2/153:  Achieving the Malaysian health vision through telehealth

2/154:  Baltic International Telemedicine Network (BITNET)

2/155:  Is telemedicine living up to its promise?

2/178:  A new technology for doctors: electronic signature/dermo-science applications: dynamic biometrics

2/185:  Telemedicine and developing countries 
2/189:  The future of telemedicine implementation 

2/191:  Telemedicine in the Arab world 

2/192:  Telecommunications in rural and remote areas in Sri Lanka 

2/194:  Téléphonie rurale au Togo 
2/195:  Telemedicine directory 

2/204:  Telemedicine in Ethiopia – Connection through the virtual telemedicine server 

1.
Main results

The Rapporteur introduced Document 2/116(Rev.1) on Telemedicine in developing countries – Lessons learned.  He explained that this document, to be called the report, is the result of the merge of Document 2/001(Rev.1) and Document 2/116 presented at the meeting in 1999 in which it was decided to merge these two documents.  After discussions in which delegates from Myanmar and Syria provided their comments, the meeting adopted in principle Document 2/116(Rev.1) and agreed with the proposal made by the Rapporteur to organize an editorial meeting in the near future in order to respond to the editorial comments received in the meeting concerning the updating, in particular Part 1.  WHO was invited to participate in this editorial meeting, which invitation was accepted.  It was also agreed that this report would be sent to the Ministry of Communication, Ministry of Health, the regulator in each country, and the members of the Sector.  The Rapporteur was congratulated on the work carried out.

Many delegates participated in the general discussion on telemedicine for developing countries, in which the following items were highlighted:

· Importance of telemedicine training (Mali, Somalia, Togo, Uganda)

· Urgent needs to study and discuss the policy issues with regard to the introduction of telemedicine services (Gambia, Nigeria)

· Future extension of telemedicine services (Ethiopia, Uganda)

· Guidance in selection/identification of the appropriate telemedicine technology for various health levels (Peru, Uganda)

· Importance of a telemedicine coordination committee at country level for coordination and cooperation between telecommunication and healthcare sectors (positive experience in Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Uganda)

· Gratefulness to BDT for the support and the leading role in the implementation of telemedicine pilot projects in developing countries (Ethiopia, Uganda)

Mr. Y. Kawasumi, Rapporteur of Focus Group 7, proposed to use the website which was created by Focus Group 7 in the ITU.

The Rapporteur introduced Document 2/147 received from UNESCO (Telemedicine Chair).  It contains a proposal to set up a telemedicine training fund in order to support the participation of developing countries in telemedicine training courses, seminars and exhibitions.  The proposal was supported by Mali, Nigeria, Somalia and Uganda.  It was agreed to request BDT to take the necessary steps to set up a telemedicine training fund and to approach telecommunication and information sectors to contribute.

Mr. G. ZITA, Vice-Chairman for Africa (Study Group 2), introduced Document 2/185, which proposes that

· BDT issues a six-monthly information document on the current status of telemedicine worldwide, to be distributed to all developing countries

· a telemedicine exhibition be organized showing the available telemedicine and telecare applications and their function

The proposals were supported by Mali and Uganda.  Syria proposed to use the Web.  Nigeria made the suggestion to organize the exhibition in Africa.  It was agreed to request BDT to provide twice a year on their Website an analytical review of telemedicine development worldwide.  All participants were invited to send to BDT their contributions and information on telemedicine activities in their respected countries to be put on the Web.

The delegate from Japan presented Document 2/189.  In this document several problems related to the implementation of telemedicine services were analysed and some proposals presented on how to overcome these problems.  It was stressed that telecommunication tariffs is a very important issue and that the tariffs should be as low as possible for telemedicine applications.

The delegate from Togo introduced Document 2/194.  This document gives the general picture of a national programme of which the purpose is to facilitate access to the telephone service (telecentres, community telephones), and to the technologies used in order to encourage the introduction of telemedicine.

The delegate from Sri Lanka presented Document 2/192.  He highlighted the importance of telemedicine for developing countries and the willingness of Sri Lanka to consider telemedicine applications, in particular in rural areas using rural telecottages.

The delegate from AULM S.A. briefly introduced Document 2/178.  This contribution deals with a new technology for electronic signature.  It was agreed to send this document to Study Groups 7 and 16 of ITU-T for their consideration within their mandate.

The delegate from the Czech Republic briefly presented Document 2/204.  A remote telemedicine server located in the Czech Republic will be used for the telemedicine project in Ethiopia.  This server can also be used for other telemedicine projects in developing countries.  The Syrian delegate questioned on who will pay for the international telemedicine connection.  This will be investigated.

Due to the shortage of time, it was agreed that the information contained in Documents 2/153, 2/154, 2/155 and 2/191 would be analysed by the Rapporteur and included in the information to be put on the Website.

With the agreement from Japan and Peru, the meeting approved the appointment of two 
Co-Rapporteurs, namely Dr. I. NAKAJIMA (Japan) and Mrs I. Guadalupe (Peru).

2.
Date and place of the editorial meeting

In order to finalize the preparation of Document 2/116(Rev.1) for publication and dissemination to member countries, it was suggested to hold an editorial meeting in Geneva from 24 to 26 January 2001.

3.
Future work programme

Future work will be concentrated on the following topics and activities:

· Provide an analysis of the results of the telemedicine pilot projects and prepare a document to assist countries in defining a policy and strategy with regard to the application of telecommunications to support the implementation of telemedicine;

· Finalize the telemedicine directory (Document 2/195);

· To invite the Director of BDT to include in the Agenda of the Forum of Regulators, which will take place in Geneva from 20 to 22 November 2000, the provision of telemedicine services and to initiate discussions to include telemedicine services under the general umbrella of universal service;

· Together with BDT, make all necessary arrangements to provide more training opportunities on telemedicine to telecommunication specialists including, if possible, all healthcare professionals interested in the introduction of telemedicine services.

The Rapporteur thanked all delegates for their active participation and interest, and encouraged them to take part in the continuous study of Question 14/2.

__________
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