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Question 10/2: 
Communications for rural and remote areas

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 10/2

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 10/2

________

The Rapporteur’s group for Question 10/2 met on 19 September 2000 from 09:30-10:45 and from 11:15-12:45.  Ms. Jane Coffin is the Rapporteur for Question 10/2 and Mr. Gomez Zita from Mozambique is a co-rapporteur.  The new focal point in the BDT for this question is Mr. Vishnu Calindi.

Summary of Results 

The relevant input documents were presented and questions were answered by the presenting delegations.  A lengthy discussion took place regarding giving the Rapporteur’s group the power of a study group in order for the Rapporteur’s group to approve recommendations.  The meeting did not agree that this was an issue that the Rapporteur’s group could approve.   This issue has been turned over to the full Study Group Plenary.

Approval of the Agenda:

The Chair opened the meeting by asking the meeting to agree to the following changes to the agenda 2/OJ/004):

1. Agenda item 3:  Add document 169(rev.1) to the list of relevant input documents.

2. Agenda item 2:  Add the word “Preliminary” in front of Approval of the Report of the Rapporteur’s Group meeting on 17-18 July 2000.

3. Agenda items 2 and 3:  Reverse the order of 2 and 3.  Item 2 will come third on the agenda and item 3 will become second on the Agenda

The Chair sought approval of the amended agenda.  The amended agenda was approved.

Presentation of Relevant Input Documents:

The Chair asked the appropriate delegations and representatives to introduce their contributions and for participants to comment/ask questions:

Doc. 162 (Mali): Presentation du Project Pilot de Telecentre Communautaire Polyvalent (TCP) de Tombouctou:  This document was presented by Mali.  It contains an overview of a community telecenter pilot project in Mali (goal to provide access) and includes information about the nature of the telecenter and the intended and future potential of the center.  Local partnership, training, applications (email, tele-education) maintenance also were mentioned.  Questions were asked about funding, technical capacity community participation. 

Doc. 2/169(rev.1) (Ericsson/Nokia):  Implementation of 3G Capabilities in Developing Countries a Straightforward Path to IMT-2000:  This document was presented by Ericcson.   As it was originally presented during the discussion of Q9/2, it was briefly introduced.  The document explains the merits of a digital cellular mobile system operating in the 450 MHz range was their service for rural areas.  

Doc. 171(Burundi):  Poverty and War: Obstacles to the Development of Telecommunications in Rural and Remote Areas.  This document was not introduced as the delegate from Burundi was not present.  The Rapporteur’s Group will take note of the document.

Doc. 174 (Bulgaria):  Building of Telecentres to Provide Universal Access to Telecommunication and Information Services in Rural and Remote Areas.  This document was presented by Bulgaria.  It contains information regarding telecentre development and universal service considerations. 

Doc. 184 (Assoc. Rapp. for Q10b/2):  Telecentres for Developing Countries:  The Mali Case Study (Tombouctou):  This document was introduced by Dr. Lars Engvall, President CTSC International.  This document complements Doc. 162 from Mali and discusses other aspects of the telecentre project in Tombouctou.   During the discussion the Chairperson of SG2 intervened to request that financial issues related to telecentres be considered in the work of 10/2 and that the Rapporteur work with the Rapporteur for Question 12/1.

Doc. 192 (Sri Lanka):  Telecommunications in Rural and Remote Areas in Sri Lanka:  This document was introduced by Sri Lanka.  If focused on projects being implemented in Sri Lanka to provide access in rural and remote areas, especially through pay phones and telecentres.  The document stimulated a good deal of discussion regarding the implementation and funding of this project.  In addition, a question was asked about the use of Post Offices and locating basic telephone service in Post Offices.  The group was informed by Mr. Claude Garnier of a survey that the UPU conducted about the availability of phone and computer service in Post Offices.   The delegate from Syria specifically requested that more information be provided regarding the use of Post Offices for equipment sharing.  The delegate from Nigera specifically requested that a definition for telecenter be included in the work of the group.  The Rapporteur will try to make sure that definitions are collected for various community access facilities.

Doc. 194 (Togo):  Telephonie Rurale au Togo.  This document was introduced by Togo.  It  provides an overview of a national program that aims to provide access through a variety of means – telecentres, community phones and some of the technology used to provide that service. 

Doc. 198 (Anatel, Brazil):  Rural Telephony, Universal Access and Client Satisfaction.:  This document was presented by Brazil.  It contains information relevant to work being done in Brazil regarding rural telephony and universal access. 

Doc. 199 (India):  Rural Communication – Need to have a Uniform Policy for Asia-Pacific Region in Particular and Developing Countries in General.  This document was not introduced.  The Rapporteur’s Group will, however, take note of the document in its work.

Doc. 200 (Hughes Electronics Corp., USA).  Satellite Technology:  An Integral Part of Remote and Rural Communications.  This document was presented by the delegate from PanAmSat.  It provides information regarding the use of broadband satellite technology and notes the applicability of satellite technology in rural and remote areas.

Doc. 201 (PanAmSat Corp. USA):  Competition of Satellite Services to Benefit Remote and Rural Areas:  This document was presented by the delegate from PanAmSat.  It notes the benefits of satellite technology for provision of service in rural and remote areas, and it raises questions regarding the process of authorization of satellite services.

Consideration of the Preliminary Draft Report, Revised Recommendations 6-10 from Valletta and a New Recommendation on Sharing Facilities:

The Rapporteur made it clear that Doc. 206 was not before the group for final approval and walked the meeting through the components of Document 206.  This document contains the draft report from the Rapporteur’s meeting 17-18 July, proposed revisions to recommendations 6-10 from Valletta and a proposed new recommendation on sharing facilities.  As this was the first time that many had seen the proposed revisions to the recommendations from Valletta, the Rapporteur suggested that she work with the  BDT Secretariat to have Document 206 emailed, faxed or mailed to participants for their consideration.  In addition, the Rapporteur noted that interested delegates should note their interest in a future Rapporteur’s group meeting to discuss Document 206.  Delegates were to inform either the Rapporteur or the BDT Focal Point, Mr. Calindi, of their interest in this issue and in their interest in being added to an email group.

A great deal of discussion ensued regarding a proposal from the Chairperson of Study Group 2 to approve the recommendations in Document 206 on an expedited basis.   The proposal would ultimately have given the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 10/2 the power of a Study Group to approve recommendations. Debate revealed that the meeting could not agree to the proposal and that the proposal should be considered by TDAG. Delegates from France and Mali expressed their disappointment that the document was not available in French.   The Rapporteur assured the meeting that English, French and Spanish versions would be sent out to all members for consideration.  

Future Work:

Points 4-8 on the agenda were not discussed as the meeting ran over its allotted time.  The Rapporteur in coordination with the BDT Secretariat will send an email to participants with a plan of work.  It should be noted that the delegates from UNESCO had comments on the agenda.  UNESCO will email comments to the Rapporteur.  Other delegates are encouraged to do the same.

Note for the BDT Secretariat:  Mr. Konate should be added to the list of participants for the July 17-18 meeting.

__________
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