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Question 11/2: 
Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue to digital technique

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 11/2

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 11/2

________

The Rapporteur’s Group for Question 11/2 met on 19 September 2000.  M. Tedros LEMMA, Rapporteur for Question 11/2, chaired the meeting.  

1. Guest speakers

At the request of the Chairman for Study Group 2, the Rapporteur introduced two guests speakers, Dr. J. FLAHERTY, Chairman of the Technical Committee of the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU), and Mr. W. STEPANIAN, Chairman of the Technical Committee of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU).  Messrs. STEPANIAN and FLAHERTY also serve as Vice Chairmen for ITU-R Study Group 6, which addresses broadcasting issues in that Sector.   

The guest speakers addressed current developments in the field of digital television broadcasting.  In particular, the speakers addressed the importance of development country participation in the standardization work carried-out by the ITU-R and ITU-T.  The meeting agreed that the text of Dr. Flaherty's comments on this issue will be annexed to the final report.

The meeting noted that some least developed countries are not able to send representatives to the relevant ITU-R and ITU-T meetings, either for economic reasons or due to differing national priorities.  Mr. Stepanian noted that the ABU has addressed this issue by regularly sending a single delegate to represent the whole region, after taking a collective view of the ABU Member States.  

After further discussion, the meeting reached the following conclusions:

(a) Mr. P. KANTCHEV, BDT focal point for Question 11/2, should continue to liaise with the WBU Technical Committee by attending the annual meeting of that body, and reporting back to the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 11/2.  The Rapporteur for this Question was also kindly invited to attend such meetings.

(b) A liaison statement (Document 2/210) was prepared for transmission to ITU-R Study Group 6 and ITU-T Study Group 9, requesting those Study Groups to attempt to minimize, to the extent possible, the number of standards that are promulgated, in the interests of the end-user/consumer.  The liaison statement should also note the importance of inter-operability between standards.

(c) Closer cooperation between ITU-D and the regional broadcasting unions should be enhanced, particularly with the Union of Radio and Television Networks of Africa (URTNA).  To help accomplish this goal, invitations for ITU-D meetings should be sent directly to the secretariats of the broadcasting unions.

2. Document 2/146

The meeting approved the minutes of the Rapporteur's Group meeting held on 23-24 February 2000, including the draft outline of the final report on Question 11/2.  The Rapporteur for Question 9/2 noted the need for close cooperation with Question 11/2 in order to avoid duplication of efforts, particularly with regard to the annexes in the final report that address work carried out in the other two ITU Sectors as regards broadcasting.

3. Document 2/197

This contribution addresses the national experience of Brazil in selecting a standard for terrestrial digital television.  The representative of ANATEL informed the meeting that Brazil would finalize its decision-making process in October 2000, and that ANATEL remained prepared to share information with other countries on its experiences, including through the publication of information on its web site.  The meeting agreed that the text of Document 2/197 would be incorporated into the Final Report under the category of "national experiences".

4. Document 2/159

This input document addresses analogue-to-digital migration issues in the area of production facilities for radio and television.  The meeting noted the importance of this issue for broadcasters, and agreed that it should be included in the text of the Final Report.

5.
The meeting nominated Ms Roxana Dunnette (WorldSpace) to liaise with the Task Force on Gender issues.

6.
Future work programme

The Rapporteur proposed a Rapporteur's Group meeting to be convened in Geneva on 11 and 12 December 2000, in order to finalize the draft final report for translation and circulation.  The dates were selected to coincide with the meeting of the Rapporteur's Group for Question 9/2.  The Rapporteur's Group will also propose a revised text for Question 11/2, and address any other relevant issues.

7.

There being no other business, the meeting closed.

__________
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