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Question 9/2: 
Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 9/2

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 9/2

________

The meeting took place on 18 September 2000 from 1430 to 1730 hours under the chairmanship of the Rapporteur, Mr. Nabil Kisrawi (Syria).  The draft Agenda of the meeting was slightly modified by adding three additional input documents to agenda item 3, namely 2/200 and 2/201, both for information, as well as Document 2/169(Rev.1).

1.
Addendum 1 to Document 2/049 and Document 2/202, both relevant to the technical array on HAPS, were introduced by Mr. T. Jeacock (UK) and Mr. H. KimbalL (USA) respectively.  The meeting endorsed the proposal to appoint Mr. KimbalL as an Associate Rapporteur with the particular task to update Document 2/049 on HAPS to be presented to the next Study Group meeting as a final draft on this issue.

2.
Addendum 1 to Document 2/080 on Frequency Agile was introduced by Mr. J. Jeacock (UK).  The meeting agreed that Prof. L. Barclay (UK) will update Document 2/080 and act as Associate Rapporteur in order to present it to the next Study Group meeting as a final draft on this issue.

3.
Document 2/150, which is a liaison statement from ITU-R Working Party 8/F on the work of IMT-2000 with regard to the need of developing countries as called for by Question 77/8, was introduced by the Rapporteur.  After discussion the meeting endorsed the work of the IMT-2000 Group on the needs of developing countries, in particular the preparation of the handbook.  The meeting entrusted the Rapporteur to present to the Study Group a liaison statement to ITU-R Working Party 8/F, for adoption.

4.
Document 2/169(Rev.1) on the use of the range 400 MHz by digital GSM, was presented by Mr. L. Forsberg (Ericsson Sweden).  The subsequent discussion clarified some additional points.  In spite of the increase of coverage range by the cell and reducing the number of transmitters fivefold, the proposed mobile system operating in the 450 MHz range may enter into conflict with other services.


The meeting agreed to ask Mr. T. Jeacock (UK) to consider this proposal within his work on Resolution 9.  As regard to the use of this range for rural applications, this will be discussed under Question 10/2.

5.
Document 2/177 on regional centres for calibration of frequency monitoring equipment by developing countries, was presented by Mr. P. Dilger (Rohde & Schwarz Germany).  The meeting endorsed the principle of the proposal and agreed to prepare a liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 1 Working Party C for inclusion of the relevant parts of this document into the updated version of the Handbook on frequency monitoring, and entrusted the Rapporteur to present this liaison statement to the Study Group for adoption.

6.
The meeting took note of the contents of Documents 2/200 and 2/201, both for information and addressing issues relevant to GMPCS, by Hughes Electronics Corp. (USA) and PanAmSat Corp. (USA) respectively.  The meeting proposed to nominate an Associated Rapporteur from USA (name to be communicated before 15 October 2000), who will be entrusted with the task of updating Annex 5 on GMPCS, which is a part of the final report on Question 1/2 of the previous study period.  The Associate Rapporteur, together with other active members of Question 9/2, will update this annex, taking into consideration:


- The BDT report on Opinion 5 (a document presented to WTDC-98 and adopted by this Conference;


- The recently published GMCPS book by BDT;


- Any relevant materials of the documents 2/200 and 2/201.


It is anticipated that this updated draft of Annex 5 will be ready by the end of March 2001 in order to be translated and distributed to the members of the Sector for comments prior to the Study Group meeting in 2001 in order to be adopted.

7.
The Rapporteur introduced his Document 2/183, which represents the final draft on Question 9/2 without the annexes on retained technical arrays.  After discussions and comments by the representative of BR, Dr. K. Hughes, the meeting agreed to the following:

7.1 Annex 1 part 1 will be updated by the Rapporteur taking into consideration all edits provided by Dr. Hughes of BR.

7.2 Annex 1 part 2 will be updated as regards the new composition of Study Groups resulting from the coming WTSA.

7.3 The report will be issued as a final report as soon as it will be cleared by the proposed Rapporteur’s Group meeting in December 2000 (see item 8).

7.4 The remaining three technical arrays on Frequency Agile, GMPCS and HAPS will be treated separately as individual issues.  The proposed final draft will be presented to the next Study Group meeting for consideration and adoption, each in the form of a draft final report.

7.5 To entrust the proposed Rapporteur’s Group meeting in December 2000 to prepare a questionnaire similar to the one circulated to members requesting their views on their priorities for additional technical arrays not covered by the existing questions and the three arrays retained.


Note:
The applications e-commerce, “IP telephony”, Internet and IMT-2000 are obviously of great interest to all members and should not be considered as they are already being covered by many ITU-D activities and in the other two Sectors of ITU, as well as by the Strategic Planning Unit of the ITU General Secretariat.

8.
The meeting proposed to convene a Rapporteur’s Group meeting from 11 to 13 December 2000 entrusted with the following agenda:

8.1 Adopt the final report of Question 9/2 for publication.

8.2 Finalize the text of the questionnaire to be circulated by BDT.

8.3 Propose a draft for the revision of Question 9/2.

8.4 Study progress and work plan as regards the technical arrays retained: Frequency Agile, GMPCS and HAPS.

9.
The Rapporteur encouraged all participants to volunteer as Co-Rapporteur, Associate Rapporteur or active member of the Rapporteur’s Group.

__________
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