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1.
Opening of the meeting (Agenda item 1)

The first plenary meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 was opened by the Chairperson, Mr. Nabil Kisrawi (Syria), who welcomed the participants to the second meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 in the period 1998-2002.  Four Vice-Chairpersons were present, namely Mr. Edgar Borg (Malta), Mr. Vadim Nozdrin (Russia), Mr. Mohamed Ali Yusoff (Malaysia) and Mr. Gomes Zita (Mozambique).  Mr. David Barr (Canada), who resigned at the end of December 1998 as a Vice-Chairperson and as a Rapporteur for Question 10/2 “Communications for rural and remote areas”, was absent.


Mr. Kisrawi highlighted the different items to be considered in the draft Agenda of the plenary meeting, and expressed the wish that the meeting will achieve its objectives and respond as quickly as possible to the needs of the Development Sector.


The meeting was attended by 160 participants from Member States and Sector Members from 74 countries and from 11 international and regional organizations.  The list of participants is attached as Annex 6.  Twenty of the participants were women.


In his address Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, thanked the Chairperson as well as the Vice-Chairpersons and the Rapporteurs for the work carried out so far.  He expressed the wish that the Vice-Chairperson Mr. David Barr and the Rapporteurs for Questions 10/2 and 12/2 be replaced during the meeting.  To solve the question of resignation of Rapporteurs he suggested that Co-Rapporteurs be designated for each Question.  Mr. Touré then raised some issues common to both ITU-D Study Groups such as:  the use of only three languages (English/French/Spanish) during the Rapporteur’s Group meetings, the reduction of the volume of documentation, and the improvement of the participation of developing countries in the work of the Study Groups.  He hoped that the Recommendations and the Final Reports on the different Questions be adopted as soon as possible, before the next World Telecommunication Development Conference in 2002, in order to respond as quickly as possible to the concerns of the Development Sector.  The opening address of the Director is attached as Annex 1.

2.
Approval of the Draft Agenda and tentative schedule (Agenda item 2)


Mr. Kisrawi presented the proposed Agenda as well as the tentative schedule of meetings (Documents 2/OJ/001 and 2/ADM/002).  These were adopted with minor amendments and are attached as Annex 2.

3.
Appointments

3.1
Appointment of a Rapporteur for the meeting (Agenda item 3)

Mr. David Mellor (Cable & Wireless College) was appointed Rapporteur for the meeting.

3.2
Appointment of a Vice-Chairperson for the Americas (Agenda item 3.1)

In addressing this issue, Mr. Kisrawi paid tribute to Mr. David Barr for the work carried out by him during the last cycle and up to his resignation.  He explained that for reasons beyond the control of Mr. Barr, the latter was unable to continue to assume his responsibilities in Study Group 2.  After consultation with the Administrations concerned, the Director of BDT proposed to nominate Mrs. Doreen McGirr (USA) as Vice-Chairperson for the Americas.  He stressed her competence and the fact that she will be the first lady in the Management Team of the Study Groups since their existence.  The proposal was applauded by the participants.  The Director wished Mrs. McGirr every success in her task as Vice-Chairperson representing the Americas region.  The Chairperson invited Mrs. McGirr to join the team of Vice-Chairpersons on the podium.  She said it was a pleasure for her to be there, and expressed her gratitude to the Americas region for their support.

4.
Report of the First Meeting of Study Group 2 (Geneva, 7-9 September 1998) (Agenda item 3.2)

Document 2/REP/007 was introduced by the Chairperson, and it was approved without amendments.

5.
Results of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998) with relevance to the work of the Study Groups (Agenda item 4)


After presentation of Document 2/057 from the BDT Secretariat, the Chairperson made the following additional comments on some other relevant results of the Plenipotentiary Conference:

· Strengthening the role of the private sector.  These Members will have the same rights as the Member States in approving Study Group 2 Questions and Recommendations due to their technical nature.  As to other issues with relevance to Study Group 1, the Plenipotentiary Conference considered it premature to give the same rights to Sector Members as granted to Member States (Reference: PP Resolution 82 - Approval of questions and recommendations).  The Convention and Constitution reflecting this right will come into force on 1 January 2000.

· The Telecommunication Development Advisory Board (TDAB) has become the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG), and is now an open group.  TDAG could be empowered by any World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) decision, with any tasks of this Conference.


Participants are kindly asked to take note of the following relevant PP Resolutions for the work of Study Group 2:

a)
Resolution 25(Rev.) - “Strengthening the regional presence” and the role of regional offices in promoting the work of the Study Groups.

b)
Resolution 36(Rev.) - “Telecommunications in the service of humanitarian assistance”, as well as Resolution 98 - “The use of telecommunications for the safety and security of humanitarian personnel in the field”, and the role of the Amateur Radio National Associations in providing telecommunications for the safety and security of humanitarian personnel.

c)
Resolution 66(Rev.) - “Documents and publications of the Union”, which instructs the Secretary-General, among other things, to implement strategies and mechanisms to enable all Member States and Sector Members to acquire and use the facilities required to access documents and publications of the Union in electronic format.

d)
Resolution 70 - “Inclusion of gender perspective in the work of ITU”, and its relevance to the work of Study Group 2.

e)
Resolution 71 - “Strategic plan for the Union 1999-2003”, with emphasis on those priorities for the development sector during this cycle and the role of the Study Groups in meeting such priorities.

f)
Resolution 104 - “Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation for ITU conferences”, and its implications on the work of Study Group 2 as regards its documents.

g)
Resolution 105 - “Urgent need for prompt action to address the year 2000 problem”, with its relevance to the work of Study Group 2 under Agenda item 10.1.

The meeting took note of all these relevant decisions and Resolutions.

6.
Results of the TDAG meeting (Geneva, 8-9 April 1999) with relevance to the work 
of 
the Study Groups (Agenda item 5)

6.1
Proposed Guidelines for Rapporteurs (Agenda item 5.1)


This document (2/059) as amended by the TDAG meeting was presented by the Chairperson and was adopted by the meeting of the Study Group as the main guidelines for Rapporteurs’ work in the Study Group.

6.2
Text of modified Questions 10b/2 and 11/2 (Agenda item 5.2)

6.2.1
Question 10b/2 - Development of multi-purpose community telecentres


The first meeting of Study Group 2 in this cycle (September 1998) adopted a new version of Question 10b/2.  In accordance with WTDC-98 Resolution 4, section 3, item 3, the proposal was submitted to the TDAG meeting in March 1999 for its consideration.  The new version, endorsed by the TDAG meeting, is reflected in Document 2/019(Rev.1).  The meeting took note of this document and considered Question 10b/2 (modified) as the valid text for this Question.

6.2.2
Question 11/2 - Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including 
cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of 
digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue 
to digital technique


At their meeting in September 1998, the two ITU-D Study Groups decided to divide Question 13/2 “Methods to enhance the viability of public service broadcasting, particularly focusing on developing countries” in two parts: the technical part to be added to Question 11/2 and the regulatory part to constitute a new Question 16/1 for Study Group 1.  The new version of Question 11/2, submitted to TDAG during its March 1999 meeting, was adopted without amendments.  The meeting took note of this endorsement and considered the modified version of Question 11/2 as the valid text for this Question.

6.3
Deletion of Question 13/2 (Agenda item 5.3)


The meeting took note of the acceptance of the TDAG meeting held in March 1999 to delete the former Question 13/2.

6.4
Other relevant issues (Agenda item 5.4)

6.4.1
Document 2/058 - Summary Report of the Management Team Meeting of ITU-D Study 
Groups 1 and 2


This document was introduced by the Chairperson for information.  The meeting took note of it.

6.4.2
Document 2/078 - Report of the meeting of the TDAG Subgroup dealing with private 
sector issues (Geneva, 7 April 1999)


The document was presented by the Chairperson since the author, Mr. Ronald Davidson (USA) was not able to attend the meeting.  This document was noted.

6.4.3
Document 2/087 - Transfer of expertise between Centres of Excellence


Mr. David Mellor, in his capacity as Chairperson of the Special Group on Human Resource Development, presented this document, which relates the Ecole supérieure multinationale de télécommunications (ESMT) to the joint organization by Cable & Wireless and BDT of a seminar at ESMT in Senegal (21-23 June 1999) for participants from Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, Congo, ESMT (Senegal), Guinea, Mali, Mauritania and Niger.  It outlines the experiences of a Centre of Excellence which currently delivers all its lectures in English, sharing knowledge with a French-speaking institutions.  It also raises difficulties encountered. The French delegation, as well as Mr. Philippe Mège (Thomson-CSF), contested one sentence in this document.  Their statements are contained in the report on Question 15/2 (2/REP/015(Rev.1)):


Mr. Mellor explained that the problem highlighted in the sentence relating the changes occurring in both the English- and French-speaking world, was raised by a French-speaking participant during this seminar.

7.
Study Group work organization (Agenda item 6)

7.1
Appointment of a Rapporteur for Question 12/2 (Agenda item 6.1)


Mr. Kisrawi, Chairperson of Study Group 2, informed the meeting that, Mr. B. Peuch (Paradyne), due to constraints beyond his control, had to resign as Rapporteur for Question 12/2 “Examine broadband communications over traditional copper wires on aspects of technologies, systems and applications“.  Mr. Rolando Bottoni (Italy) had been consulted and had accepted to assume the task of Rapporteur ad interim until the end of December 1999.  The Chairperson requested to convey to Mr. Peuch the thanks of Study Group 2 for the excellent work carried out by him by initiating the preparation of the Reference Book on xDSL.  Mr. Bottoni, who could not attend the meeting, was thanked for the task accomplished by revising the Reference Book on xDSL, and it was hoped that he would accept to continue this work.  The BDT Secretariat will contact him for his decision as to his nomination as Rapporteur for Question 12/2.

7.2
Appointment of a Rapporteur for Question 10/2, and of Co-Rapporteurs for each sub-
Question (Agenda item 6.2)


Mr. Kisrawi referred to his statement regarding the replacement of Mr. David Barr as Vice-Chairman for the Americas region and as Rapporteur for Question 10/2.  He stressed the competence of Ms Jane Coffin (USA) and proposed to appoint her as Rapporteur for this Question.  This proposal was endorsed by the meeting.  The Director of BDT congratulated Ms Coffin and thanked the Administration of the United States of America for providing the Study Groups with one of their experts.  Ms. Coffin was entrusted with the task to nominate Co-Rapporteurs for each sub-Question of Question 10/2.

7.3
Appointment of Co-Rapporteurs for each Question (Agenda item 6.3)


The Chairperson recalled the concerns of the Director of BDT about the continuity of the work if Rapporteurs resigned or were unable to participate in meetings.  Together with the Chairperson of Study Group 1 he endorsed the Director’s proposal to designate at least one Co-Rapporteur per Question, who will replace the Rapporteur in his absence.  He urged all Rapporteurs to think of proposing Co-Rapporteurs.  The delegate of Mali raised the question of designation of numerous Associate Rapporteurs and other active participants.  This issue will be taken into consideration by the Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups (see Item 8 below).

8.
Reactivation of the Drafting Group (Agenda item 7)

8.1
Document 2/063 “Reference document for the ITU-D Study Groups”, presented by the BDT Secretariat, is a proposal to group pertinent information relating to the functioning of the
ITU-D Study Groups.  The meeting accepted the suggestion of the Chairperson to endorse the proposal and to have the reference document with the necessary revisions available in due course for consideration by the next World Telecommunication Development Conference in February 2002.

8.2
Document 2/064 “Reactivation of the Drafting Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups”.  This document from the BDT Secretariat was already presented during the meeting of ITU-D Study Group 1 (30 August - 3 September 1999).  Mr. Kisrawi, the Chairperson, confirmed that the proposed terms of reference of the Group had been prepared during the Study Group 1 meeting, who had accepted the principle of such a Group to be renamed Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups.  Study Group 1 had proposed to nominate Mrs Elizabeth Nzagi (Tanzania) to chair the Group, and to transfer the issue to TDAG for relevance.

8.3
Document 2/120(Rev.1) “Terms of Reference of the Drafting Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups” was presented by Mr. Dietmar Plesse (Germany), who had chaired the working group in Study Group 1 that prepared these draft terms of reference.  He recalled that the original Drafting Group, created during the study period 1995-1998, had helped to improve the working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups.  He said that it is essential to take action to develop further proposals which will improve the efficiency and the speed of the work of the Study Groups.  In particular, more improvements in the streamlining and simplification of procedures and document flow will contribute to the efficiency of the functioning of the ITU-D Study Groups.  The meeting endorsed Document 2/120(Rev.1).  Study Group 2 took note of the proposal by Study Group 1 to nominate Mrs Nzagi as Chairperson of the Group, and decided to transfer this suggestion, as well as Document 2/120(Rev. 1) to TDAG for consideration.

9.
Allocation of documents (Agenda item 8)

Document 2/ADM/003, which contains the allocation of documents, was revised by the Chairperson.  In addition, he mentioned that in the future Rapporteur’s meetings should only be convened when there is a need to and when there are a minimum number of contributions.  He suggested that the final products of each Question be prepared as soon as possible, preferably before end March 2000.  He also mentioned that all the liaison statements prepared by the Rapporteur’s Group meetings should be approved by the plenary meeting.  He recalled the decision of the last Study Group meeting to encourage contributions from the BDT focal points and the BDT Secretariat to the Rapporteur’s Group meetings and the Study Groups.  The meeting endorsed all these proposals. 

10.
Progress report on WTDC-98 Resolution 9: Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in frequency spectrum management (Agenda item 9)
10.1
Mr. Terry Jeacock (United Kingdom), Chairperson of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9, presented Document 2/065 “Report of the Preparatory Meeting, Geneva, 3-4 March 1999”, which contained the results of this meeting and the recommended approach (structure and scope) to handle WTDC-98 Resolution 9.  He recalled that during the first meeting of Study Group 2 in September 1998, it was decided to propose to ITU-R Study Group 1 to set up a Joint Group with ITU-D Study Group 2 to study this Resolution.  A liaison statement by the Chairperson of Study Group 2 was addressed to ITU-R Study Group 1 for this purpose.  The meeting was called “preparatory”, because it had not yet been endorsed by ITU-R Study Group 1 although it had been attended by active members of ITU-R Study Group 1.  

10.2
Document 2/118 containing a liaison statement from ITU-R Study Group 1 informing
ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 of its decision and action taken relevant to WTDC-98 Resolution 9 by the ITU-R Study Group 1 was introduced by Mr. Jeacock, detailing the following:

(a)
endorsing the proposal from ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 to establish a joint group 


with ITU-R Study Group 1 to deal with WTDC-98 Resolution 9;


(b)
that the name of this group should be called “Joint Group on Resolution 9”;


(c)
that the Joint Group should be co-chaired by Mr. Jeacock (United Kingdom), 


nominated by ITU-D Study Group 2, and Mr. Garg (India), nominated by ITU-R 


Study Group 1;


(d)
that the Joint Group should report to ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 and ITU-R Study 


Group 1;


(e)
that reports and other output from the Joint Group should be approved by ITU-R Study 

Group 1 and ITU-D Study Group 2;


(f)
that meetings of this Joint Group are recommended normally to be associated in time 

and place with those of ITU-R Study Group 1 and its Working Parties and Task Groups 

to benefit from spectrum management expertise;


(g)
that the Joint Group should aim to achieve its work with one meeting each year, with 

the activities being progressed through correspondence.  However, the possibility of an 

additional meeting was not excluded, if this was justified by the needs of the work 


programme.


The plenary meeting endorsed the decisions and actions of ITU-R Study Group 1 as enumerated above, which complement the proposals in Document 2/065.
8.3
Mr. Jeacock introduced Document 2/069 containing the Report of the meeting of the Joint Consultative Group on economic aspects of spectrum management, which was convened within the activities of Question 12/1 of ITU-D Study Group 1.  He also introduced Document 2/115 which is a liaison statement from ITU-R Study Group 1 to ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 on the report ITU-R SM.2012(Rev.1), which was revised by ITU-R Study Group 1 taking into consideration also the wishes of Question 12/1 meeting.  The plenary meeting highlighted the importance of report ITU-R SM.2012(Rev.1) and considered it a most useful tool for the economic aspects of spectrum management.
8.4
Then Mr. Jeacock introduced Addendum 1 to Document 2/118 which contains the proposal of ITU-R Study Group 1 as regards the two questionnaires on

- Current use of the spectrum below 1 GHz
- National spectrum management needs

The meeting endorsed the proposed questionnaires and requested Mr. Jeacock to update both Questionnaires taking into consideration comments by the representative from INTUG on “cost to customer” and on the economic aspects and the timetable, and to reflect this in a final document to be presented to the final plenary meeting.

8.5
Mr. Jeacock presented Document 2/119, which contains the answer from ITU-R Study Group 1 Working Party 1B to a liaison statement sent by the ITU-D Joint Group on economic aspects of spectrum management concerning guidance on the regulatory framework for national spectrum management.  The liaison statement indicates that national spectrum management is the joint activity of engineers, economists and lawyers.  ITU-R Study Group 1 stepped beyond traditional discussions of engineering issues and, in Report ITU-R 2012-1, developed guidance on the crucial issue of economic aspects of spectrum management which has been of significant benefit to developing countries.  In this context, the question has arisen that administrations may need general guidelines and principles on a regulatory framework for national spectrum management, particularly on:

-
the general principles to apply in development of a national radiocommunication legislation 
(especially in the field of spectrum management)

-
the principles that apply with respect to spectrum rights, and the associated responsibilities 
regarding preventing and eliminating interference

-
the relationship between the international radio regulations and national regulation on the radio 
spectrum

-
the relationship between international, regional and national radio equipment specification 
parameters

- 
the transparency of national spectrum management


The meeting decided to postpone any discussion on this matter until its second and last plenary meeting, and called upon Mr. Jeacock to chair a subgroup to meet during the Study Group 2 meeting in order to prepare his report on Resolution 9 to be presented at the Plenary.

11.
Results of the work of Focus Groups:

11.1
Year 2000 issues (Agenda item 10.1)

Document 2/075 was presented by the BDT Secretariat.  The document gives a summary of activities undertaken by BDT and related to the year 2000.  Many delegations stressed the importance of this activity.  The US delegation requested to be kept informed about the progress of ITU-D Y2K activities.


One of the concerns was the assessment of the level of African Administrations vis-à-vis the year 2000 issue.  So far, eleven African countries have not yet responded to the year 2000 activities.  Mr. Zita (Mozambique), Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 2 for Africa, was designated to follow up this matter with the African administrations concerned.
11.2
Focus Group on Topic 7: Progress report on the mechanisms to promote the 
development of new telecommunication technologies for rural applications (Agenda 
item 10.2)

Mr. Y. Kawasumi, Rapporteur of the Focus Group on Topic 7 “Study various mechanisms by which to promote the development of new telecommunication technologies for rural applications” presented Document 2/097: Report on the first meeting of Focus Group (Topic 7), Geneva, 16 June 1999.  This report contains the conclusion of this meeting related to the terms of reference of the Focus Group 7, the work plan and its working methods, as well as its database design and the relevant creation of a Website for such purpose.


The delegate from France requested that the Website for this Topic should also be in French and Spanish.


The meeting endorsed the progress achieved and requested Mr. Kawasumi to convene a meeting of his Focus Group and to prepare a report to be presented to the Plenary.

11.3
Other Focus Group activities (Agenda item 10.3)

The Area Officer from the ITU Regional Office for Asia and Pacific, Mr. K.K. Gunawardana, presented Document 2/102 “Overview of computer-aided outside plant and subscriber management system (CSMS)”, Document 2/111 “Maintenance-oriented investment”, and Document 2/114 “Report on the problems quoted under Topic 3”.  The meeting appealed to the Director of BDT to continue to support these activities, and took note of the excellent results attained.

*

The Chairperson closed this plenary meeting and requested the relevant Rapporteurs for each Question, as well as Mr. Jeacock for Resolution 9 and Mr. Kawasumi for Topic 7, to convene their meetings according to the schedule, and to prepare their reports to the second and final plenary meetings of Study Group 2 on 9 September.
*
The Chairperson welcomed the participants to the second and last plenary meeting of Study Group 2 inviting Rapporteurs, Mr. Jeacock and Mr. Kawasumi to present their reports.
*
12.
Results of the studies on:

12.1
Question 9/2 “Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which 
are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual 
progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate 
their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit 
from their outputs in a timely manner” (Agenda item 11.1)

The Rapporteur on Question 9/2, Mr. Nabil Kisrawi, introduced the Report (Document 2/REP/008) and two liaison statements to Question 9/1 on the impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on regulatory environment of telecommunications (Document 2/126) and to ITU-R Study Group 8 (Document 2/128) and the draft new recommendation: effective utilization of the amateur services in disaster mitigation and relief operations (Document 2/010(Rev.1)).  The meeting approved the Report with some editorial amendments and made the following comments.

12.1.1
The draft new recommendation on effective utilization of the amateur services in disaster mitigation and relief operations (Document 2/010(Rev. 1)) is to be sent to the Member States and Sector Members of the Development Sector for adoption in the Study Group 2 meeting in September 2000.

12.1.2
A footnote on “amateur” regarding the notion of amateur as defined by the Radiocommunication Sector should be added to the text of this draft.

12.1.3
On the issue of the application of GMDSS in desert areas, the meeting also discussed and endorsed the proposed draft liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 8 (Document 2/128).

The Report on Question 9/2 will be issued as 2/REP/008(Rev.1).

12.2
Question 10/2 “Communications for rural and remote areas” (Agenda item 11.2)

The Rapporteur on Question 10/2, Mrs. Jane Coffin, presented the Report on Question 10/2 (Document 2/REP/013).  The Question covers seven sub-Questions (a-g).


The delegate from TELE Greenland, Mr. Peter Malmberg, made a presentation on rural telecommunications in Greenland.  The presentation informed participants on actions taken and implemented in Greenland to solve communication needs particularly for medical applications in rural and remote areas difficult to access.  The audience found this presentation interesting and helpful.


During the discussions on Question 10/2, the Rapporteur for Question 16/2 raised his concerns about case studies carried out during the first study period on rural telecommunications.  He questioned their disappearance from the published Handbook on Rural Communications.  He took the opportunity of the presence of Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Director of BDT, to ask him to also consider the possibility of financing experts in order to terminate the Manual on New Technologies and New Services.  Mr. Touré replied that as far as the financing of experts was concerned, he would consider the issue positively.  Nevertheless, he said that participants had to be frank and take the bull by the horns.  There is a need for other technologies.  He did not agree to publish handbooks just because a few Administrations could not access the Web.  The BDT should rather assist countries which cannot access the Web.  There is a need to find an appropriate compromise on this issue and to finalize Question 16/2 very quickly in order to respond in time to the concerns of developing countries.  As regards the issue of former case studies on rural development, it was decided to discuss this while discussing the output of Question 16/2.


Concerning Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), the meeting approved the Recommendation of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 10/2 to forward the issue of NGOs to the Director of BDT, who could consider forwarding the report on Question 10g/2 (Document 2/085(Rev.1)) to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG).  The plenary also considered the liaison statement to ITU-D Study Group 1 on regulatory and policy issues arising from the report on Question 10g/2.

With reference to the issue of liasing between ITU-D Study Groups in Document 2/131, Mr. Alberto Gabrielli, Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 1, said his preference was not to receive liaison statements, but suggested that the concerned Rapporteurs of Study Group 1 be contacted informally for each problem arising from the studies of the Questions related to ITU-D Study Group 2.  He said that he would send a letter to the Chairperson of Study Group 2 in which he will make a proposal in order to reduce bureaucracy among the Study Groups in the Development Sector.


The meeting approved the Report on Question 10/2, but not the liaison statement to ITU-D Study Group 1 (Document 2/131), taking into consideration the intervention of the Chairperson of Study Group 1.  The meeting also approved the note to the Director of BDT (Document 2/132 on NGOs) with some editorial amendments.


The Report on Question 10/2 will be issued as 2/REP/013(Rev.1).

12.3
Question 11/2 “Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including 
cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of 
digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from 
analogue to digital technique” (Agenda item 11.3)

The Rapporteur for Question 11/2, Mr. Tedros Lemma, presented the Report on Question 11/2 (Document 2/REP/011).


Document 2/135 (letter to the Inter-Union Technical Committees of the Regional Broadcasting Unions and Associations) inviting them to participate actively in the work of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 11/2, was approved after some editorial amendments.


A report on digital broadcasting technologies including pilot projects is expected to be ready by the end of March 2000.  A meeting of the Group on Question 11/2 is planned for January/February 2000.


The Report on Question 11/2 was approved.  It will be issued as 2/REP/011(Rev.1).

12.4
Question 12/2 “Examine broadband communications over traditional copper wires on 
aspects of technologies, systems and applications” (Agenda item 11.4)

As mentioned above in item 7.1, the Rapporteur, Mr. Bruno Peuch from Paradyne (USA) resigned for reasons beyond his control.  Mr. Rolando Bottoni (Telecom Italia) accepted to replace him until December 1999, but was not able to participate in this meeting.  Therefore, Mr. Kisrawi, Chairperson of Study Group 2, chaired the Rapporteur’s Group meeting.  In the absence of any experts on Question 12/2 during the Plenary meeting, it was recommended to contact Mr. Bottoni for any query regarding xDSL.  Mr. Bottoni will also be contacted on the necessity of a Rapporteur’s Group meeting to possibly take place before the next Study Group meeting (18-22 September 2000).


The meeting authorized the Chairman of Study Group 2 to nominate an ad interim Rapporteur, if Mr. Bottoni will not be able to continue as Rapporteur.


The Report on this Question was approved and will be issued as Document 2/REP/009(Rev.1).

12.5
Question 14/2 “Fostering the application of telecommunication in health care. 
Identifying and documenting success factors for implementing telemedicine” (Agenda 
item 11.5)

The Rapporteur for Question 14/2, Mr. David Wright, was absent during the last plenary meeting.  Mr. Leonid Androuchko (Ukraine), Co-Rapporteur of Question 14/2, presented the Report on Question 14/2 (Document 2/REP/014).  A meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group is planned before the end of March 2000.


The meeting approved the Report, as well as two liaison statements (Document 2/130 “Liaison statement to ITU-T Study Group 16 on multimedia services and systems” and Document 2/133 “Liaison statement from the Rapporteur for Question 14/2 to the Rapporteur for Question 7/1”).  The Report on this Question will be issued as 2/REP/014(Rev.1).

12.6
Question 15/2 “Human resource management and development to successfully meet 
the challenges of sector reform and transformation, with special emphasis to 
employment including consideration of gender issues” (Agenda item 11.6)

The Rapporteur, Mr. Pierre Derome, presented the Report 2/REP/015.  During the discussions, the delegates from France and Thomson-CSF reiterated their statements about Document 2/087 “Transfer of expertise between Centres of Excellence”. These statements will be included in the revised version of the Report.


No meeting of the Group is foreseen before the September 2000 meeting.


The Report was approved and will be issued as 2/REP/015 (Rev.1).

12.7
Question 16/2 “Preparation of Handbooks for developing countries” 

(Agenda item 11.7)

The Rapporteur for Question 16/2, Mr. Maurice Ghazal, presented Report 2/REP/012.  


The meeting took note of the publication of the two handbooks on:


(a)
Economic, organizational and regulatory aspects of national spectrum 



management;

(b)
New developments in rural telecommunications.

Then a discussion took place on three main issues.

12.7.1
Case studies on development in rural telecommunications (see item 12.2 above).  Some delegates wondered about the relevance of publishing the case studies (China, Mali, Vietnam) prepared during the first study period as they are now outdated.  They said that they were not happy about the studies.  Others had the opposite opinion.  After discussion, it was agreed that a group composed of the Rapporteur on Question 16/2, Mr. Konaté, Mr. Engvall and the Rapporteur on Question 10/2 will consider the issue and make relevant proposals to the next Study Group 2 meeting in September 2000 for its consideration.

12.7.2
Relevance of the handbooks and manuals (paper version) elaborated by the Study Group.  Some delegates requested the BDT to evaluate the usefulness of such handbooks and manuals elaborated by the Study Group.  They said that much information becomes obsolete, that better information can be found only on the Web, and that it is necessary to consider the most appropriate way of informing countries in time about new technologies.  Other delegates thought that BDT should continue producing handbooks and manuals in their paper version.  After discussion, it was decided to set up a group composed of Mr. David Mellor (Chairperson of the Special Group on HRD), the Rapporteur on Question 16/2 and Mr. Konaté (Mali).  The group will indicate the advantages and disadvantages of the manuals in their actual form, and report to the Study Group meeting in September 2000 for its consideration.

12.7.3
How to finance some experts, so that they draft the missing parts of the fascicles of the Handbook on New Technologies and New Services.  Due to the difficulties in finding volunteer experts, the question was put to the Director of BDT to consider this possibility.  The Director replied to this question during the examination by the plenary of the Report on Question 10/2 (see item 12.2).


The Rapporteur for Question 16/2 prepared two liaison statements, one for ITU-T Study Group 2 (Document 2/127 “Liaison statement on cooperation for preparing a teletraffic engineering handbook”) and another to ITU-R Study Group 8 (Document 2/129 “Liaison statement regarding a handbook on disaster communications”) with a view to coordinating activities and formalizing the contacts already established with these two ITU Sectors.  The two documents were amended slightly.


The Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2 has planned a three-day meeting in February 2000.

The Report on Question 16/2, as well as the two liaison statements (Documents 2/127 and 2/129) were approved.  The Report will be issued under 2/REP/012(Rev.1).

12.8
WTDC-98 Resolution 9


Mr. Jeacock presented the conclusions of the Working Group on Resolution 9.  Mr. Hamadoun Touré congratulated Mr. Jeacock for the work carried out.  He said that BDT will endeavour to assist developing countries by providing them with fellowships to participate in the activities relating to Resolution 9.  The meeting decided that the following core group will represent the different BDT Regions in the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9 will be:

For Africa:




Mr. Idrissa SAMAKE (Mali)





Mr. Kouakou YAO (Côte d’Ivoire)





Mr. Gomes ZITA (Mozambique)

For Americas:



Mr. Norbert SCHROEDER (United States)

For the Arab States:


Mr. Nabil KISRAWI (Syria)

For Asia:




Mr. P.K. GARG (India)

For Europe:




Mr. Terry JEACOCK (United Kingdom)





Mr. Pierre FONTAINE (France)

For CIS countries:
Mr. Vadim NOZDRIN (Russia)


Document 2/134 “Liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 1 dealing with action on WTDC-98 Resolution 9 and other liaison matters” was amended and approved.  This liaison statement deals with actions taken by the Development Sector with regard to WTDC-98 Resolution 9.  It also provides a response to other liaisons received from ITU-R Study Group 1 and makes proposals about future collaboration in the field of radio frequency spectrum management.


The conclusions on WTDC-98 Resolution 9 can be found in Document 2/REP/016.

12.9
Focus Group on Topic 7


Mr. Kawasumi introduced the results of his work.  Document 2/REP/010(Rev.1) presents the conclusions of the Focus Group as endorsed by the plenary meeting.
13.
Progress report on the work of the Special Group on Human Resources 
Development (Agenda item 12)

Mr. David Mellor presented Document 2/074 “Report by the Chairperson of the Special Group on Human Resources Development”.  He explained the background of the creation of the Special Group on Human Resources Development, The document gives the terms of reference of the Group, reports on discussions with Rapporteurs of Questions 15/2 and 16/2, and gives recommendations for the future work.  Mr. Mellor recommended that the work of this Special Group should continue and that a series of achievable projects should be undertaken during the Study Group 2 period in an effort to report the progress to future TDAG meetings for their comments and endorsement and finally to report achievements to the next World Development Conference.


Study Group 2 took note of this document and endorsed the proposed action.

14.
Collaboration and liaison activities (Agenda item 13)
14.1
Within each BDT region (Agenda item 13.1)


The Vice-Chairpersons and the Chairperson of Study Group 2, representatives of BDT Regions, held informal meetings to discuss the concerns of their Regions and raised their particularities and concerns during the final plenary meeting as follows:


CIS Region:  Mr. Nozdrin (Russian Federation), Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 2 and representative of the CIS countries, thanked the Director of BDT for his speech in which he expressed the will of BDT to assist developing countries.  He said that countries in the CIS region have undertaken sector reforms.  They are ready to exchange experiences.  He asked the Director to take into account the particularities of the region, in particular the need to translate documents during the meetings and, most important, the documents of Study Groups.  This was a request of the Minneapolis Plenipotentiary Conference.  He finally thanked Mr. Touré for his commitment in helping the CIS countries.


European Region:  Mr. Edgar Borg (Malta), Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 2 and representative of the European region, said the following:


On the usefulness of the manuals and handbooks in paper form:  it is necessary to evaluate this issue before the next meeting of Study Group 2, and to investigate be the most profitable ways to spread the information.


On non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and their active participation in ITU activities.  This issue should be transmitted to TDAG and thereafter to the Group on ITU Reform.


Americas Region:  Mrs. Doreen McGirr (USA), Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 2 and representative of the Americas region, said that:


- It would be helpful to have information on the development of a database on frequency usage that is being coordinated by the ITU Regional Office in Brasilia and CITEL in Washington.


- The Americas region should be encouraged to involve its members in the work of the ITU Standardization Sector in preparing for the upcoming ITU World Standardization Assembly, especially with respect to the development of Internet protocol networks and network aspects of IMT-2000.


- In support of Resolution 25 of the Plenipotentiary “Strengthening the regional presence”, Study Group 2 should continue to find ways to identify possible joint projects that could be developed by the ITU-D Sector and CITEL.


Asia-Pacific Region:  Mr. Mohamed Yusoff (Malaysia), Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 2 and representative of the Asia-Pacific countries said that:


- The ITU Regional Office in Bangkok and the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) will work together to see how to maximize the participation of developing countries in Study Group activities.


- APT and the ITU Regional Office in Bangkok will develop joint projects.


- BDT should send experts to the ITU Regional Office Bangkok.


Africa Region:  Mr. Gomes Zita (Mozambique), Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 2 and representative of the African countries said that:


- The African Administrations will work together with regional and subregional organizations.


- The Centre of Excellence pilot projects of Nairobi (Kenya) and Dakar (Senegal) could be the focal points to support transfer of information and improve the participation of developing countries in the Study Group activities.


- There is a need to improve the distribution of documents.  In Africa there are English- and French-speaking countries.  They have difficulties if the documents are not translated.


Arab Region:  Mr. Nabil Kisrawi (Syria), Chairperson of Study Group 2 and representative of the Arab countries said that:


- The Arab Administrations wished that the question of use of the Arabic language in meetings of the Rapporteur’s Groups be discussed at a higher level.


- The Arab Administrations appreciate the initiative of the BDT Director to involve the ITU Regional Offices in the ITU-D Study Group activities.  They hoped that he would continue to do so in the future.


- They are working with the ITU Regional Office in Cairo on how to maximise the participation of the Arab Administrations in the work of the Study Group.

14.2
With ITU-D Study Group 1 (Agenda item 13.2)


Mr. Alberto Gabrielli, Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 1, presented Document 2/122 concerning collaboration and liaison with ITU-D Study Group 2.  The issues raised were discussed by Study Group 2 with the following results.

14.2.1
Joint meeting of the Management Teams of ITU-D Study Group 1 and Study Group 2 and guidelines for the work of the Rapporteurs.  Study Group 2 agreed on the proposal of Study Group 1 that the Management Teams continue meeting once a year for one working day preceding a relevant TDAG meeting.

14.2.2
Creation of a Group on the structure and working methods of ITU-D Study Groups.  Study Group 2 endorsed the terms of reference of the Group.  For the decision taken by Study Group 2 on this item please refer to item 8 of this report.

14.2.3
Participation of countries, in particular developing countries, in the work of ITU-D Study Groups.  Study Group 2 appreciated the initiative of the Director of BDT, but decided not to debate this issue, and to transfer it to the TDAG meeting for relevance.

14.2.4.
Cooperation with the other two Sectors.  Study Group 2 endorsed the conclusion of ITU-D Study Group 1:  the liaisons between ITU-D, ITU-R and ITU-T Study Groups need to be further strengthened in order to benefit from the conclusions of the work done.  Overlapping of work should be avoided and the differences among the various approaches should be understood.

14.2.5
Liasing with other regular Questions of Study Group 1, in particular Question 7/1 “Universal access/service”, 9/1 “Impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on the regulatory environment of telecommunications” and 14/1 “The role of telecommunications in social and cultural development, including the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity”.  Study Group 2 agreed to maintain a close link between the above-mentioned three Questions and Question 10/2 on communications for rural and remote areas through the Rapporteurs concerned.

14.2.6
Use of languages in the ITU-D Study Group meetings.  Study Group 2 was informed in the same Document 2/122 that Study Group 1 agreed to the proposal made by the Director of the BDT to use, in future meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups, the six working languages at the plenary meetings (English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese and Russian), and to use only English, French and Spanish at the Rapporteur’s Group meetings on each Question.  Study Group 2 decided not to discuss this issue and to forward it to TDAG at its meeting on 13 and 14 September 1999 for relevance.

14.2.7
Other issues.  For any other issue not covered above, Study Group 2 agreed that the normal collaboration between the two Chairpersons, the Management Teams and the Rapporteurs of both Study Groups continue in order to strengthen the excellent relations established during the first year of the present study period.

14.3
With ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors (Agenda item 13.3)

Mr. Nabil Kisrawi, Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 2, underlined the excellent collaboration between ITU-D Study Group 2 and the two other Sectors.  He thanked TSB and BR for the follow-up actions they always take when they receive liaison statements from the ITU-D Study Groups, and wished that this collaboration will continue in the future.

14.4
With other organizations via the BDT Secretariat (Agenda item 13.4)

The Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 2 underlined the excellent collaboration provided by the BDT Secretariat as regards collaboration with other organizations.

15.
Electronic document handling (EDH) (Agenda item 14)


Document 2/096 “ITU-D Study Groups Website” was presented by the BDT Secretariat.  The document contains an overview of what has been done since last year to improve and update the ITU-D Study Groups Web page. Further information on the matter can be requested from the Study Groups Secretariat.


In recent months the Study Groups Web site has undergone an extensive redesign process, the results of which had been launched for the September Study Group and Focus Group Meetings. The objectives of this redesign are as follows:

· Improved navigation and ease of access to Study Group information

· Additional facilities for individual focus groups and study groups including electronic document submission, e-mail and Web-based discussion groups, etc.

· Improved speed of publication of information

· Timely publication of contributions on the Web


In addition, BDT will consider the possibility of assisting Rapporteurs who do not have access to Internet or e-mail facilities. To this end, Rapporteurs were invited to contact the Study Group Secretariat specifying their needs in order to be connected to Internet/e-mail services.


The delegate from France, Mr. Gérard Tsalkovitch, appreciated the work carried out and expressed the wish that the documents on the Web should be in three languages (English, French and Spanish).


The meeting took note of this document and addressed its appreciation to the BDT Secretariat for its work.
16.
Enhanced participation of developing countries (Agenda item 15)

With regard to Document 2/077 + Add.1, Mr. Kevin Hughes from BR, proposed to delete the fourth indent in item 4.2.  This amendment was accepted.  The results of the discussions on these issues are mentioned above in item 14.2 among the questions raised by ITU-D Study Group 1.

17.
Date and place of the next meeting (Agenda item 16)

It was agreed to hold the next meeting of Study Group 2 in Geneva from 18 to 22 September 2000.
18.
Any other business (Agenda item 17)
18.1
Challenges to the network


The meeting took note of an ITU publication (Document 2/091 “Challenges to the network - Internet for development - Executive Summary”).  This document contains the executive summary of the above-mentioned publication (Geneva, 1999), as well as the glossary, list of abbreviations, acronyms and data notes.  Mr. Kisrawi informed the participants that delegates interested in reading the entire publication may obtain this at the bookshop located in the entrance hall of the ITU Tower (article no. 13610, also available online).

18.2
ICG/SAT


Document 2/117 “Report of the second meeting of the Inter-Coordination Group (ICG) on satellite matters” was presented by Mr. Paolo Amadesi, Chairman of ICG/SAT.  As regards the ITU-D Sector, the second meeting of the ICG on satellite matters pointed out the need to establish a link with the activities at present under consideration in the Development Sector having an impact on satellite matters.  The ICG meeting recognized the importance of Development Sector 

participation.  The meeting specifically requests that representatives from ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 actively participate in the ICG.  Informal contacts will be made to invite this participation.  As regards the formal inclusion of the Development Sector into the ICG, the ICG management team agreed to pursue the appropriate process.


The ITU-D Study Group 2 meeting agreed that Mr. Kisrawi, Chairperson of the Study Group, designate someone to represent the ITU-D Study Group 2 in the ICG.

18.3
Gender issues


Mr. Kisrawi, Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 2 encouraged all participants to always look at the gender prospects in their work.  He said that the Group on Gender issues met on 4 and 5 September 1999 and nominated Associated Rapporteurs for Questions of both ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2.  He welcomed them to the work of ITU-D Study Group 2.

18.4
Co-Rapporteurs


Responding to the appeals of Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Director of BDT, and the Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 2, the following Co-Rapporteurs were proposed:

For Question 9/2:


Mrs. N. Gospic, BDT expert






Mr. T. Jeacock (United Kingdom)






Mr. M. Lemaitre (France)






Mr. V. Nozdrin (Russian Federation),
For Question 10/2:


Mr. G. Zita (Mozamique)
For Question 11/2


Mr. O. Khushu (ABU)
For Question 14/2


Mr. L. Androuchko (Ukraine)
For Question 16/2


Mr. A. Konaté (Mali)


The Study Group approved the list of Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs (see Annex 3).

18.5
Final list of documents


The final list of documents of the Study Group 2 meeting is attached as Annex 5.
19.
Closure of the meeting


Mr. Kisrawi thanked all participants for the work accomplished during the meeting.  He particularly thanked the Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs who had accepted new tasks.  He made a summary of the main decisions taken Question by Question.  He thanked the BDT Secretariat for the work carried out and their support during the meeting.


Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Director of BDT, underlined the results of the meetings and committed himself to forwarding to the TDAG meeting all the issues transferred to him for the meeting’s consideration.  He said that he will instruct his staff to work for enhanced participation by developing countries in the ITU-D Study Group activities.  He hoped the Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons will assist BDT as and when required.  Among other items, he took note of the concerns of the different regions as mentioned in item 14.1 of this report.  He congratulated the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson, as well as the Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs.  He hoped that they will endeavour to publish some recommendations and reports in the year 2000.  He thanked the participants for their contributions and said that he was available to consider any question with any of the participants at any time.  He wished the participants a safe return to their countries.


The full text of the Director’s Statement can be found in Annex 4.


The Chairperson declared the meeting of Study Group 2 closed.
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ANNEX 1

OPENING ADDRESS BY MR. HAMADOUN TOURE, DIRECTOR OF BDT

Meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2
Monday, 6 September 1999, Room B, 0930 hours

Dear colleagues and friends, 
Ladies and gentlemen,

The meeting of Study Group 1 has just ended and we are now meeting again to deal with other matters of special concern to the developing countries, having to do with  the most appropriate and effective methods, techniques and approaches in activities for the development, implementation, operation, maintenance and monitoring of telecommunication services.

At the outset, I should like to extend special thanks to you, Mr. Kisrawi, Chairperson of Study Group 2, as well as to your Vice-Chairpersons and Rapporteurs for the work accomplished since the Malta Conference. The many contacts I have had with you for the preparation of this meeting have revealed to me your thorough knowledge of ITU texts and your unwavering dedication to the cause of development, all of which factors are certain to contribute to the success of our proceedings. As I said last Monday, your own personal commitment and that of your management team are invaluable assets to the Development Sector.

Your team has unfortunately been deprived of the Vice-Chairperson for the Americas Region as well as the Rapporteurs for Questions 10/2 and 12/2. We thank them for their contribution, in particular Mr. David Barr, former Vice-Chairperson for the Americas Region and Rapporteur for Question 10/2 who, together with his Co-Rapporteurs, has performed a mammoth task. We are most grateful to him.

The vacant posts ought to be filled as soon as possible during this meeting and I hope that, in doing so, you will bear gender issues in mind.

In line with the action taken by Study Group 1, I hope that continuity in the work of our Study Group can be safeguarded by appointing Co-Rapporteurs for each of your eight Questions. Given your heavy responsibilities, this will be no easy task. However, your faith in development activities will move this mountain of constraints and, in advance, I thank those of you who consent to take on these new duties.

You will be dealing with some of the same subjects as the Radiocommunication and Standardization Sectors. Allow me once again to express my deepest gratitude to the Directors of the Bureaux of these two Sectors for the support they unfailingly give us in our work.

Some of the items on the draft agenda concern both our study groups. I am thinking in particular of the use of three instead of six working languages at rapporteur group meetings (all six are used in plenary meetings), the continuation of annual joint meetings of the management teams of the two study groups, the establishment of a group on study group structure and working methods, the matters to be taken up with Study Group 1 on the one hand and ITU‑T and ITU-R study groups on the other, reduction of the volume of documents and electronic document processing, and strengthening the participation of the developing countries. You will be expressing your views on these subjects, completing your analysis of them and transmitting your comments to the bodies concerned, namely, TDAG, the competent study groups of the other two Sectors, or BDT. 

Study Group 2 is dealing inter alia with Question 16/2 relating to the preparation of handbooks for developing countries. Whereas the Handbooks on spectrum management and new developments in rural telecommunications are now on sale, structural changes are being made to the one on new technologies and new services. Although we have received contributions for certain chapters, there is still some way to go before the work is completed. I thank all those who have volunteered to help with the preparation of this handbook. We all know how valuable these publications are and I invite you to study ways and means of ensuring that this handbook can be published next year in the three working languages (English, French and Spanish).

Once again, therefore, I express the hope that you will take action as early as possible on the various Questions before you which are currently of crucial importance to the developing countries. You should not wait for the next WTDC before preparing reports and recommendations concerning Questions on which sufficient progress has been made or on which solutions need to be found as a matter of urgency for the developing countries. I know that your work will be directed towards attaining the BDT's objective of responding promptly to the developing countries' needs, thus meeting the challenge of securing access for all to universal service and of narrowing the gap between developed and developing countries.

I hope that the recommendations you adopt will be followed by backup measures in the form of BDT activities designed to help countries to implement the texts. With this end in view, BDT is fully at your disposal to assist you in your work, and I myself am always available to discuss these matters with you, either during the meeting or at any other time.

I shall not keep you any longer but, before closing, I would call upon you to give your Chairperson, Mr. Kisrawi, your full support in his task of serving the noble cause of development.

I wish us all every success in our discussions.

Thank you for your attention.

ANNEX 2

STUDY GROUP 2
Agenda of the Plenary meeting

Monday, 6 September 1999, 0930 - 1230 hrs

Thursday, 9 September 1999, 1430 - 1730 hrs

Friday, 10 September 1999, 0930 - 1230 hrs and 1430 - 1730 hrs

Room B

________


Document

1. Opening of the meeting


2. Approval of the Draft Agenda and tentative schedule
2/OJ/001, 2/ADM/002

3. Appointment of a Rapporteur for the meeting



3.1
Appointment of Vice-Chairperson for the Americas (based on consultations of the Director of BDT with the members of that Region)



3.2
Report of the First Meeting of Study Group 2 (Geneva, 7-9 September 1998)
2/REP/007

4. Results of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998) with relevance to the work of the Study Groups
2/057

5. Results of the TDAG
 meeting (Geneva, 8-9 April 1999) with relevance to the work of the Study Groups:



5.1
Proposed Guidelines for Rapporteurs
2/059


5.2
Text of modified Questions 10b/2 and 11/2
2/019(Rev.1)


5.3
Deletion of Question 13/2, of which the regulatory part became a new Question 16/1 for Study Group 1, and the technical part was embedded in the existing Question 11/2 of Study Group 2



5.4
Other relevant decisions
2/058, 2/078, 2/087


Document

6. Study Group work organization



6.1
Appointment of a Rapporteur for Question 12/2



6.2
Appointment of a Rapporteur for Question 10/2, and of Co-Rapporteurs for each sub-Question



6.3
Appointment of Co-Rapporteurs for each Question


7. Reactivation of the Drafting Group
2/063, 2/064, 2/120(Rev.1)

8. Allocation of documents
2/ADM/003

9. Progress report on WTDC-98 Resolution 9:  Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in frequency spectrum management
2/065, 2/069, 2/098, 2/115, 2/118+Add.1, 2/119

10. Results of the work of Focus Groups:



10.1
Year 2000 issues
2/075


10.2
Focus Group on Topic 7:  Progress report on the mechanisms to promote the development of new telecommunication technologies for rural applications
2/097


10.3
Other Focus Group activities
2/102, 2/111, 2/114

11. Results of the studies on:



11.1

Question 9/2



11.2

Question 10/2



11.3

Question 11/2



11.4

Question 12/2



11.5

Question 14/2



11.6

Question 15/2



11.7

Question 16/2


12. Progress report on the work of the Special Group on Human Resources Development
2/074

13. Collaboration and liaison activities:



13.1

Within each region covered by BDT



13.2

With ITU-D Study Group 1



13.3

With ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors



13.4

With other organizations via the BDT Secretariat



Document

14. Electronic document handling (EDH)
2/096

15. Enhanced participation by developing countries
2/077+Add.1

16. Date and place of the next meeting


17. Any other business
2/091





N. Kisrawi
Chairperson Study Group 2


Monday

6 September 1999
Tuesday

7 September 1999
Wednesday

8 September 1999
Thursday

9 September 1999
Friday

10 September 1999

Morning
9:30 - 10:45
Opening and first plenary session
9:30 - 10:45
Focus Group on Topic 7
9:30 - 10:45
Question 10g/2 Focus Group on NGOs
9:30 - 10:45
Question 14/2
9:30 - 10:45
Third plenary session


11:15 - 12:30
First plenary session (contd)
11:15 - 12:30
Question 10/2
11:15 - 12:30
Question 11/2
11:15 - 12:30
Question 16/2
11:15 - 12:30
Third plenary session (contd)


13:45 - 14:15
Video projection “Greenland: Experience of communications in rural and remote areas”
13:30 - 14:30
Presentation on 
IMT-2000




Afternoon
14:30 - 15:45
Question 9/2
14:30 - 15:45
Question 10/2 (contd)
14:30 - 15:45
Question 12/2
14:30 - 15:45
Second plenary session
14:30 - 15:45
Third plenary session (contd)


16:15 - 17:30
Question 9/2 (contd)
16:15 - 17:30
Question 10/2 (contd)
16:15 - 17:30
Question 15/2
16:15 - 17:30
Second plenary session (contd)
16:15 - 17:30
Third plenary session (end)

________

ANNEX 3

LIST OF RAPPORTEURS/CO-RAPPORTEURS

Second Study Period (1998-2002) - 8 Questions and 7 sub-Questions
for Study Group 2


Definition of Question
Rapporteur/
Co-rapporteur
BDT Focal Point

Q9/2:
Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner
N. Kisrawi (Syria)/
N. Gospic
T. Jeacock (UK)
M. Lemaître (France)
V. Nozdrin (Russia)


Q10a/2:
Communications for rural and remote areas
J. Coffin (USA)/
G. Zita
(Mozambique)
G. Girardet

Q10b/2:
Development of multi-purpose community telecentres

G. Girardet

Q10c/2:
Penetration and service target for rural telecommunications

G. Girardet

Q10d/2:
Definition of a set of indicators describing the state of development of a country’s rural telecommunication network and services

G. Girardet

Q10e/2:
Sound and television broadcasting and communication for rural and remote areas

G. Girardet

Q10f/2:
Measurement of the impact of information and communication technologies in rural and remote areas

G. Girardet

Q10g/2:
Enhancing the capacity of the NGOs to achieve development aims, through the use of telecommunication
S. O’Siochrú
(Nexus, Ireland)
Ms A. Pileri

Q11/2:
Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue to digital technique
T. Lemma
(Worldspace, USA)/
O. Khushu (ABU)
P. Kantchev

Q12/2:
Examine broadband communications over traditional copper wires on aspects of technologies, systems and applications
W. Widl (Ericsson, Sweden)
Ms F. Akpo

Q13/2:
Methods to enhance the viability of public service broadcasting, particularly focusing on developing countries
This Q has been split: the technical part has been absorbed by Q11/2, and the regulatory part has become Q16/1

Q14/2:
Fostering the application of telecommunication in health care. Identifying and documenting success factors for implementing telemedicine
L. Androuchko
(Ukraine)
P. Kantchev

Definition of Question
Rapporteur
BDT Focal Point

Q15/2:
Human resource management and development to successfully meet the challenges of sector reform and transformation, with special emphasis to employment including consideration of gender issues
P. Derome
(TEMIC, Canada)
J. Herrera

Q16/2:
Preparation of Handbooks for developing countries
M. Ghazal (Lebanon)/
A. Konate (Mali)
Ms F. Akpo

ANNEX 4

CLOSING ADDRESS BY MR. HAMADOUN TOURE, DIRECTOR OF BDT

Meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2
Friday, 10 September 1999, Room B

Dear colleagues and friends,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Study Group 2 has now completed its work.

A great deal has been done over the past five days in respect of such varied subjects as the many aspects of rural communications, digital broadcasting technologies and systems, broadband communications over traditional copper wires, fostering the application of telecommunication in health-care, human resource management and development and, last but not least, the preparation of handbooks for developing countries.

Over and above these matters of specific concern to your Study Group, you have discussed issues of joint interest to the two ITU-D study groups, such as guidelines for the work of the rapporteurs. From now on these guidelines will be one of your working tools and we hope that they will be further improved by the proposed group to be responsible for reviewing the structure and working methods of both study groups.

According to your wishes, I shall refer to TDAG the question of reducing working languages at Rapporteur group meetings, your recommendations concerning the establishment of a joint group on study group structure and working methods, and your views on the status of NGOs and on the improvement of developing countries' participation in our work. On the last point, without prejudging TDAG's decisions, I shall be instructing my colleagues to take appropriate action in the regions whose need is greatest.

I trust that when the time comes I will be able to rely on the Chairpersons and Vice‑Chairpersons as well as on the regional organizations concerned. Their knowledge of their respective regions will be of great value to us. Obviously, the ITU regional offices too will have their part to play.

We have taken note of your recommendation that BDT should finance the participation in your work of experts from developing countries that are faced with financial difficulties.

I hope that the establishment of the group on study group structure and working methods will be approved by TDAG and that the group will be able to start work very soon on the basis of the terms of reference to be drawn up for it. I consider that certain issues, such as the layout and format of contributions, need to be settled fairly rapidly, before the next WTDC.

With regard to WTDC-98 Resolution 9, cogent questions have been put to us on BDT assistance to developing countries in respect of frequency management. You may rest assured that I am attentive to your concerns and that I shall do everything possible to continue to fulfil our mandate of studying and setting on foot an effective means of encouraging and facilitating the participation and active contribution of the developing countries with regard to frequency management.

I have taken due note of the concerns of the various regions, as expressed at the meetings chaired by the Vice‑Chairpersons. These include:

–
translation of important documents into Russian for the Central European region, on the basis of Article 35 of the Convention;

–
implementation of joint ITU/CITEL projects to assist developing countries in the Americas region;

–
evaluation of the content of handbooks and the methods used to prepare them, for Western Europe;

–
assistance to the ITU Office in Bangkok for activities relating to topics 1, 2 and 3 of the special groups for Asia and the Pacific;

–
improvement of the participation of African countries in study group work, bearing in mind the role of African regional organizations;

–
improvement of the participation of Arab countries in study group work, together with the ITU Office in Cairo.

You have appointed women as Vice-Chairperson for the Americas region and Rapporteur for Question 10/2, thus proving that the Question on gender equality is gaining ground in both study groups. Once again I should like to congratulate these two officers, who have already demonstrated their skills during our discussions, showing us that we made the right choice.

Co-rapporteurs have been appointed to assist the Rapporteurs and in particular to replace them if they are not available. Although the final choice of a Rapporteur for Question 12/2 has not yet been made, you have authorized your Chairperson to proceed with the appointment before the next meeting and thus ensure continuity in the work.

I was pleased to learn that you have made arrangements to adopt recommendations and final reports at your session in September 2000. Together with your colleagues in Study Group 1, you are thus echoing our concern to respond promptly to the urgent preoccupations of the developing countries. Thank you for doing so.

Allow me now to turn to you, Mr. Kisrawi, and to commend you on behalf of the participants for your firm and enlightened conduct of the proceedings.

I should also like to thank you all, Vice-Chairpersons, Rapporteurs and co-Rapporteurs, for your constant availability. Please convey to your respective administrations and companies our appreciation for their kind contribution and unfailing support to BDT in placing you at the disposal of the international community.

You, the participants, have attended this meeting in record numbers. Your presence here reassures me for it shows beyond a doubt that the message for development has not fallen on deaf ears.

It is also worth noting that all the regional offices have sent delegates to this meeting. Their active participation will ensure liaison at the subregional level and continuity in the work on all questions.

We are playing for very high stakes. I am persuaded that we are on the point of coming up with all the ingredients of the chemical chain reaction needed for development.

At the risk of repeating myself, I should like to thank all those who have worked behind the scenes for the success of our deliberations. I refer in particular to the staff responsible for the capture, translation and distribution of documents, the technicians, the telephonists, the BDT secretariat, the interpreters and any others whom I may have omitted.

Finally, please bear in mind that I will always be ready to discuss with you any subject you care to bring up with me.

I wish you a safe journey back to your respective countries, and I look forward to meeting again very soon with those who are staying on for the TDAG meeting.

Thank you for your kind attention.

ANNEX 5

STUDY GROUP 2
Final list of documents

Doc. No.
Source
Title
Question

2/001(Rev.1)
Rapporteur for Question 14/2
Report on telemedicine pilot projects in developing countries
14/2

2/010(Rev.1+2)
Rapporteur’s Group on Question 9/2
Draft new Recommendation: effective utilization of the amateur services in disaster mitigation and relief operations
9/2

2/019(Rev.1)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Definition of Questions
All

2/055(Rev.1)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
List of Rapporteurs, Associate Rapporteurs, and other active participants
All

2/056(Rev.1+2)
(1/040(Rev.1+2))
Telecommunication Development Bureau
List of Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteurs, etc. in alphabetical order of name
All

2/057
(1/041)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Results of the Plenipotentiary Conference with relevance to the work of the Study Groups
All

2/058
(1/042)
Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau
Summary Report of the Management Team Meeting of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2
All

2/059
(1/043)
Chairpersons of Study Groups 1 and 2
Proposed guidelines for Rapporteurs
All

2/060
Rapporteur for Question 14/2
Report of the Rapporteur’s Group Meeting in Dakar, 6-7 May 1999
14/2

2/061
Rapporteur for Question 14/2
Sustaining telemedicine projects in developing countries
14/2

2/062
Thomson-CSF - Health Systems
Reflections on standards and regulation in telemedicine
14/2

2/063
(1/044)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Reference document for the ITU-D Study Groups
All

2/064
(1/045)
Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau
Reactivation of the Drafting Group on the structure and working methods of the 
ITU-D Study Groups
All

2/065
(1/046)
Chairman of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9
Report of the Preparatory Meeting (Geneva, 3-4 March 1999) and recommended approach to handle WTDC-98 Resolution 9 (Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in frequency spectrum management)
All

1 English only / 2 French only / 3 Spanish only / 4 English and French only / 5 Trilingual

Doc. No.
Source
Title
Question

2/066
Rapporteur for Question 16/2
Progress report based on the draft Agenda proposed by the Rapporteur on Question 16/2
16/2

2/067
ITU-R Task Group 8/1
Liaison statement to ITU-D Study Group 2 on survey response on FWA within IMT-2000for developing countries
9/2

2/068
ITU-R Task Group 8/1
Liaison statement to ITU-D Study Group 2 on HAPS in IMT-2000
9/2

2/069
(1/052)
Rapporteur for Question 12/1
Report of the meeting of the Joint Consultative Group on economic aspects of spectrum management
12/1

2/070
Rapporteur for Question 14/2
Liaison statement to ITU-R and ITU-T on standards in telemedicine
14/2

2/071
Cancelled



2/072
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Terms of reference of ITU-D Focus Group 7
10/2
Topic 7

2/073
Coordinator for the handbook
Teletraffic Engineering Handbook (TTE Handbook)
16/2

2/074
Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 2
Report by the Chairperson of the Special Group on Human Resources Development
15/2
16/2

2/075
(1/070)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Report on the Year 2000 activities
All

2/076
TELE Greenland A/S
Telecommunications in Greenland
10/2

2/077
+Add.1
(1/057)
Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau
Participation of countries, in particular developing countries, in the work of ITU-D Study Groups
All

2/078
(1/059)
Chairperson of the TDAG Subgroup dealing with private sector issues
Report of the meeting of the TDAG Subgroup dealing with private sector issues (Geneva, 7 April 1999)
All

2/079
+Rev.1
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU)
Proposal for a Handbook on disaster communications
16/2

2/080
United Kingdom
Frequency agile systems in the MF/HF bands
9/2

2/081
Associate Rapporteur for Question 12/2
Cost-benefit analysis
12/2

2/082
Associate Rapporteur for Question 12/2
Reference book on xDSL
12/2

2/083
Chairperson of Study Group 2
Report of the Rapporteur’s Group meeting on Question 10/2, Geneva, 17 June 1999
10/2

2/084
Liaison Rapporteur of Task Group 8/1 of Radio-communication Study Groups
Survey response on Fixed Wireless Access within IMT-2000 for developing countries
9/2

1 English only / 2 French only / 3 Spanish only / 4 English and French only / 5 Trilingual

Doc. No.
Source
Title
Question

2/085

+Rev.11
Associate Rapporteur for Question 10g/2
Draft report on Question 10g/2
10g/2

2/086
France, Romania
How to apply GMDSS principles for a global distress system in desert areas, sparsely populated or uninhabited
9/2

2/087
Cable & Wireless
Transfer of expertise between Centres of Excellence
All
15/2

2/088
Rapporteur for Question 9/2
Report of the Rapporteur’s Group meeting on Question 9/2, Geneva, 19-20 May 1999
9/2

2/0891
Associate Rapporteur, Question 16/2
Report on the activities in preparation of the Handbook on new technologies and new services
16/2

2/0902
(1/072)
Mali
La radiodiffusion télévision rurale et communication pour les zones rurales et isolées
10a/2
10f/2

2/0911
(1/073)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Challenges to the network - Internet for development - Executive Summary
All

2/0921
Cambodia and Japan
Digital Cordless Telephone System (DCTS) Pilot Project (Focus Group 7)
10/2
Topic 7

2/093
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Multipurpose community telecentre workshop (organized during the seminar on community telecentres for the Arab States (Tunis, 24 March 1999)
10/2

2/094
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Report on the regional seminar for Arab States on community telecentres (Tunis, 
22-24 March 1999)
10/2

2/095
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Report on the regional seminar for Central European countries (Budapest, 
7-9 December 1998)
10/2

2/096
(1/075)
Telecommunication Development Bureau
ITU-D Study Groups Web site
All

2/0971
Rapporteur for Focus Group 7
Report on the first meeting of Focus Group (Topic 7), Geneva, 16 June 1999
10/2
Topic 7

2/0981
AGRA Spectrocan (Canada)
Radio station licensing, administrative and economic benefits of computer-assisted radio spectrum management
9/2

2/0991
Rapporteur for Question 15/2
Case Study Framework
15/2

2/1001
Universidad Nacional del Nordeste, Grupo de Investigación en Telecomunicaciones rurales (GTR-UNNE)(Argentina)
Basic Community Telecentres (Type-0 Telecentres)
10b/2

2/1013
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Oferta para desarrollar un estudio en un caso
15/2

2/1021
ITU Regional Office, Asia and the Pacific
Overview of Computer Aided Outside Plant and Subscriber Management System (CSMS)
All

1 English only / 2 French only / 3 Spanish only / 4 English and French only / 5 Trilingual

Doc. No.
Source
Title
Question

2/1031
China
A set of indicators describing the state of development of a country’s rural telecommunication network and service
10d/2

2/1041
China
China’s objective for the increase of the rural teledensity and the measures and experiences of its fulfilment
10a/2
10c/2

2/1051
China
China’s telecom financing strategy and main modes for remote regions
10a/2

2/1062

(1/078)
AULM S.A. (Switzerland)
Transducteur tactile-acoustique
10a/2
14/1

2/1071
Sri Lanka
Need for rural telecommunications in developing countries with focus on the Sri Lanka experience
10a/2

2/1081

(1/082)
China
Research on the development of the new technology and the new services of the rural telecommunication in China
10a/2
10e/2
9/1

2/1091
Brazil
Telemedicine in Brazil
14/2

2/1101
Canada
NetCorps Canada International and Global NetCorps: Global ICT Volunteers
10a/2
10b/2
10g/2
15/2

2/1111
ITU Regional Office, Asia and the Pacific
Maintenance-Oriented Investment
Topic 1

2/1123
Guinea Equatorial
Atención a la demanda telefónica rural
Q10a/2

2/1131
Rapporteur for Question 11/2
Digital broadcasting technologies and systems
11/2

2/1141
+Add.1
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Report on the problems quoted under Topic 3
Topic 3

2/1151
(1/092)
Chairperson, ITU-R Study Group 1
Liaison statement to ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2
12/1

2/1161
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Telemedicine and developing countries - Lessons learned
14/2

2/1171
(1/094)
Chairman of the Intersector Coordination Group on satellite matters
Report of the 2nd meeting of the ICG on satellite matters (Sophia Antipolis,
10-12 August 1999)
10/2
16/2
9/1

2/1181
(1/096)
+Add.1
ITU-R Study Group 1
Liaison statement from ITU-R Study Group 1 to ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 concerning action taken relating to WTDC-98 Resolution 9
All

2/1191
(1/098)
ITU-R Study Group 1 Working Party 1B
Liaison statement: Guidance on the regulatory framework for national spectrum management
12/1

2/120
(1/100)
+Rev.1
Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 1
Terms of Reference of the Drafting Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups
All

1 English only / 2 French only / 3 Spanish only / 4 English and French only / 5 Trilingual

Doc. No.
Source
Title
Question

2/1211
INTELSAT
Rural telephony
10/2

2/122

+2/122(Rev.1)

(1/101(Rev.1))
Chairperson, ITU-D Study Group 1
Collaboration and liaison with ITU-D Study Group 2
All

2/123
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Final report of the Eighth interregional human resources and training meeting, Coventry (United Kingdom), 18-24 August 1999
15/2

2/1241
TEMIC and CRTC
Building regulatory capabilities
15/2

2/1251
Telecommunication Development Bureau
Samples of Focus Group 2 Web site
Topic 7

2/126
Rapporteur for Question 9/2
Liaison statement to Question 9/1 on the impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on regulatory environment of telecommunications
9/2

2/127
Chairperson Study Group 2
Liaison statement: Cooperation for preparing a Teletraffic Engineering Handbook
16/2

2/128
+Rev.1
Chairperson Study Group 2
Liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 8
9/2

2/129

+Rev.1
Chairperson Study Group 2
Liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 8 regarding Handbook on Disaster Communications
16/2

2/130
Chairperson Study Group 2
Liaison statement to ITU-T Study Group 16 (Multimedia services and systems)
14/2

2/131
Rapporteur for Question 10/2
Liaison statement to ITU-D Study Group 1 on regulatory and policy issues
10/2

2/132
Rapporteur for Question 10/2
Transmittal of the Report from the Associate Rapporteur for Question 10g/2 for further consideration by the Director of BDT
10g/2

2/133
Rapporteur for Question 14/2
Liaison statement from the Rapporteur for Question 14/2 to the Rapporteur for Question 7/1
14/2
7/1
8/1

2/134
(1/102*)
+Rev.1
Chairman Study Group 2
Liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 1 dealing with action on WTDC-98 Resolution 9 and other liaison matters
All

2/135
+Rev.1
Chairman Study Group 2
Liaison statement to the Inter-Union Technical Committees of the Regional Broadcasting Unions and Associations
11/2

*Not distributed in SG1

________

1 English only / 2 French only / 3 Spanish only / 4 English and French only / 5 Trilingual
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� Telecommunication Development Advisory Group
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