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The Rapporteur’s Group on Question 10/2 (a-f) met on 7 September 1999 from 1115 - 1230 hrs, 1430 - 1545 hrs and 1615 - 1730 hrs, and on 8 September 1999 from 930 - 1115 hrs.  The proposed agenda was the basis for discussion on both days (Document 2/OJ/004).  The new Rapporteur for this Question, Ms Jane Coffin (U.S.) was elected during the first plenary session on 6 September 1999.  Note that the former Rapporteur, Mr. David Barr, had to withdraw.  He is thanked for all his work on this Question. 


The Rapporteur presented the Agenda and noted edits to the relevant list of input documents (item 3 on the Agenda).  No comments were made and the Agenda was approved.





Consideration of input documents


There were 18 input documents for consideration.  Sixteen documents were considered on 7 September and two documents were considered on 8 September.


7 September:


2/076 was presented by the representative of TELE Greenland and provided an overview of the challenges Greenland faced in establishing their communication infrastructure. Questions were answered regarding the telecommunication infrastructure design and financing.


2/083 was presented by the Chairperson of Study Group 2 and provided a Report of the Rapporteur’s Group meeting on Question 10/2, Geneva, 17 June 1999.  The document described the status of Question 10/2, the organization of work and the present management structure.


2/090 was presented by the delegate from Mali and described broadcasting issues in rural area.  Note was taken of the critical social issues also involved in providing telecommunication services in rural areas.


�
2/093, 2/094, and 2/095 were presented by Mr. Claude Garnier, a temporary BDT focal point on this Question (He replaced Mr. Guy Girardet who was not able to attend the meetings).  2/093 reported on the BDT Seminar on Multipurpose Community Telecentre Workshop (organized during the Seminar on Community Telecentres for the Arab States) for the Arab States, Tunis, 24 March 1999.  2/094 reported on the BDT Regional Seminar for Arab States on Community Telecentres, Tunis, 22-24 March 1999.  2/095 reported on the Regional Seminar for Central European Countries, Budapest,7-9 December 1998.  A great deal of interest was shown in the information contained in these documents.  Mali suggested that information regarding telecentre projects be made widely available and requested that the BDT put all of these reports on their Web site.  Other delegates recommended additional sources of information, and South Africa reminded delegates that gender issues should be taken into consideration, regarding telecentre planning, and management.


2/100 was presented by the representative from ITC in Mr. Goussal’s absence.  The document describes Argentina’s work with basic rural telecentres (type-0 telecentres).


2/103, 2/104, 2/105 were presented by delegates from China.  These documents dealt with indicators describing the state of development of rural networks and services (2/103), objectives for increasing rural teledensity and measures of providing services (2/104), and financing strategies and support from State and local governments.  Questions were asked regarding popularization of telephony and sources of funding.


2/106 was presented by the delegate from AULM and described work done in the field of transducter tactile-acoustics.  A brief video presentation accompanied 2/106


2/107 was presented by the delegate from Sri Lanka and described the situation in Sri Lanka regarding structure, services, incentives, impacts and the importance of spectrum management.  Somalia inquired about the low-cost modular switches described in the document and what Sri Lanka’s experience had been.  It was indicated that the switches had not yet been used in Sri Lanka.  The Rapporteur suggested that information might be obtained from Vietnam and Korea as they had used the switches for projects.  Kenya inquired after the funding and ownership of payphones in Sri Lankan post offices.


2/108 was presented by China and described research done on new technologies and new services for rural telecommunications in China.  Questions were raised about the 450 megahertz level and standards utilized in service provision.  The Rapporteur suggested that the delegates from China could provide that information at a later date as additional information was needed to answer the question.


2/110 was presented by Canada and described a youth volunteer program called Netcorps.  Volunteers focus on social and economic development through telecommunication projects in developing countries.  The Rapporteur suggested that a liaison be made with Study Group 1 Question 7/1, Study Group 2 Questions 10g/2 and 15/2 and the private sector sub-group as issues raised directly related to on-going work.


2/112 was presented by the representative from Telefonica in Mr. Nse’s absence.  Kenya requested that the document be translated into English as it was only available in Spanish.


2/121 was presented by the representative from INTELSAT and described VSAT - VSAT/WLL technology, a business case for use in rural areas, and information regarding a rural telephony trial in Peru.  The representative from INTELSAT had CD-Roms describing the telephony trial in Peru that were available to delegates.  Many questions were raised regarding the financing of such a project and the DAMA technology used with the VSAT/WLL trial.  Syria reminded those present that C and Ku frequency appellations are not recognized by ITU.


�
8 September:  Focus Group on Question 10g/2 and future work 


2/085(Rev.1), a report on “Enhancing the role of the NGOs to achieve development aims, through the use of telecommunications” was presented by the Mr. Seán Ó Siochrú, Associate Rapporteur for the Focus Group on Question 10g/2.  After a power-point presentation of the report, Mali suggested that a forum for discussion on the role of NGOs in telecommunication development would be useful.  The Chairperson of Study Group 2 made several suggestions regarding the report. The Rapporteur also indicated that she did not feel that certain issues raised were the mandate of the Study Group such as the role of NGOs in the ITU, spectrum allocation for NGOs and certain policy and regulatory issues regarding NGOs raised in the report.  The delegate from IARU noted that NGOs do exist in the ITU, but that there are distinct differences among NGOs.  The Director of the BDT pointed out that the report contained important suggestions about the role of NGOs.  He indicated that he would be happy to consult with TDAG about this issue.  Eritrea, Mali and Tanzania noted the positive role that certain NGOs play in developing countries.  Germany made suggestions for moving the issue forward (France agreed with Germany).  


Based on suggestions made by Germany, the meeting decided that a note (Document 2/132) should be submitted to the Director and that a liaison statement (Document 2/131) should be submitted to Study Group 1.  The note to the Director submits the report for his consideration and potential further action by the Director at his discretion.  It describes the different types of NGOs discussed in the meeting, and forwards the issue of holding a meeting to discuss the role of NGOs in telecommunication development to the Director for consideration.  The note also indicates that the meeting has decided the issue concerning the role of NGOs in the ITU was not within the mandate of the Study Group, and that certain policy and regulatory issues were outside the Study Group’s scope.  The note to the Director will be submitted to the plenary session for consideration.


The meeting decided to submit a liaison statement to the Chairperson of Study Group 1, requesting that policy and regulatory issues be incorporated into on-going related work in Study Group 1.  The liaison statement will be submitted to the plenary for consideration.


Future Work


The Rapporteur identified the questions that required future study (Questions 10a-f/2), and noted that a Co-Rapporteur and additional Associate Rapporteurs were needed.  The Rapporteur requested assistance from the BDT expert on telecentres for Question 10b/2 and assistance from the BDT expert on indicators for Questions 10d/2 and 10f/2.  The Rapporteur will work on all of the Questions, and indicated that work will be re-assigned if a Co-Rapporteur was chosen.  The following participants indicated that they would assist with certain Questions:


10a/2:  Guy Cayla (TRT Lucent) and Pierre Fontaine (France)


10b/2:  Guy Girardet/Claude Garnier, Mr. Ssali (Uganda), Mr. Njiri (Kenya)


10c/2:  Pierre Fontaine (France)


10d/2:  BDT expert on indicators


10e/2:  collaboration with Ted Lemma (WorldSpace)


10f/2:  BDT expert on indicators


The Rapporteur encouraged delegates to participate and submit contributions on an on-going basis.


The Rapporteur identified working methods for the group:�(1) to work via email, fax and phone�(2) to establish a Web discussion board��
(3) to assemble a list of active participants for distribution�(4) to meet at least once before the end of March 2000, and if possible twice�(5) to meet before or after the regional BDT meetings, if at all possible.  The Rapporteur suggested that a reassessment of the status of the Question and workplan could occur at the next meeting after additional contributions had been received. 


The Rapporteur will notify active participants of future dates for a Rapporteur’s meeting (Geneva).





__________





____________________
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