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Action required: Participants are invited to adopt the progress report.

Abstract: This report to ITU-D Study Group 2 contains the summary of activities carried out during the second cycle on Question 16/2, as well as some proposals for future activities.

1.
Introduction

The Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2 was originally tasked within the second study period: 

a)
to finalize three handbooks (work already started by Question 2/2 of the last cycle) on:

· new developments in rural telecommunications;


-
legal, economical and structural aspects for the introduction of a national radio-


frequency spectrum management and monitoring system.

- 
new technologies and new services;

b)
later and by a decision of Study Group 2 to develop two new handbooks on:

· disaster communications;

· teletraffic engineering.

2. Results achieved

The Group chaired by Mr. Maurice Ghazal met five times. The output of the work is the following: 

2.1
Handbook on the legal, economical and structural aspects for the introduction of a 
national radio-frequency spectrum management and monitoring system.

This Handbook, prepared during the first cycle, has been finalised and published in English, French and Spanish in 2000.

2.2 
Handbook on new developments in rural telecommunications

This Handbook, prepared during the first cycle, has been finalised and published in English, French and Spanish in 2000. 

2.3 
Handbook on New Technologies and New Services
During the September meeting in 1998, it was decided to hold an informal meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2. The meeting held in Geneva on 5 March 1999 reviewed the contents and subjects of the Draft Handbook “New Technologies and New services” which was prepared during the first study period. This meeting concluded that it was too complex and ambitious to draft a handbook which comprises all aspects of telecommunication services and technology. That is why it was recommended to split the initial Handbook (after augmentation) into 4 fascicles, each dealing with a specific subject with the following titles:

Fascicle 1:
“New technologies supporting new networks”

Fascicle 2:
“Digital networks and services”

Fascicle 3: 
“IP based networks and services”

Fascicle 4:
“Digital radio and television networks and services”
This modular structure will allow further amendments and improvements of the Handbook easier due to the permanent changing of technologies.  This proposal was endorsed by the Study Group 2 meeting in September 1999. 

The 4 draft Fascicles were proposed for approval by the ITU-D Study Group 2 meeting in September 2000. The meeting decided the following.

Fascicles 1 and 2: for the English version, comments from participants were requested by the end of November 2000.  For the French and Spanish versions, comments should be sent one month after reception of the translated two Fascicles.

For Fascicle 4, the Study Group addressed a liaison statement (Document 2/212) to ITU-R Study Group 6 for comments and endorsement prior to its publication.

For Fascicle 3 (not yet matured and limited only to the internet), the Study Group should wait until the following Policy Forum on the topic of “IP telephony” (Geneva, 7-9 March 2001).

Many experts and companies have been involved in preparing these draft Fascicles. The Group expressed its thanks to all the experts who generously contributed to all the Handbooks. 

Fascicles 1 and 2 were published in English in June 2001. The French and Spanish publications will follow during the same year. 

Further to the meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group held in March 2001, Fascicle 3 was sent to the BDT Director for consideration by the expert group created by the Director of BDT, Mr. Touré, according to Opinion D of the Policy Forum. The Group is expected to finalize the text of this Fascicle by the end of 2001.

For Fascicle 4, at the end of 2000, a limited number of comments were received.  No comments were received from ITU-R study Group 6 and from BDT Secretariat. The meeting of the Group held in March gave another deadline for end March 2001.  The comments received in writing were from BDT Secretariat. After March 2001, the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2 was approached by some experts from ITU-R Study Group 6 who provided him with handwritten comments and drew his attention to the fact the BR is preparing 2 Handbooks on the same issue. The Handbooks may be ready by the end of 2001. It might be preferable for ITU-D Study Group 2 to wait until the production of the document and take a decision on the further publication of Fascicle 4. After visiting the comments received, the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2, in agreement with Mr. Ghazal and Mr. Kanchev (BDT secretariat) suggested not to publish the Fascicle and to submit the problem to the meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2 during its final meeting in June 2001. They found that there was a need to review more carefully the editing of Fascicle 4, in order to make it more easy to use by developing countries. In addition, the Fascicle may be not up-to-date.

After discussion of this issue, the conclusion of the Rapporteur’s Group at its last meeting in June was the following.

It appears that the latest draft may duplicate parts of the contents of the two new Handbooks under preparation by ITU-R Study Group 6 in the field of terrestrial digital TV broadcasting.  Fascicle 4 (already on the web in English, French and Spanish) may be subject to revision and editing upon the appearance of the above-mentioned ITU-R Study Group 6 documents as ITU publications.  The revision of Fascicle 4 is to be carried out by selected experts by the Director of BDT or a group of experts representing both ITU-R and ITU-D for follow-up activity to be covered by the 2002 budget.

2.4
Handbook on Disaster Communications

This Handbook was published in all three ITU working languages. English in July 2001. The French and Spanish versions were published in August 2001. 
2.5
Handbook on Teletraffic Engineering

The Handbook will be proposed for publication to the Study Group meeting in September 2001. 

3.
The future 

3.1. 
Importance of the Handbooks
The utility of ITU-D Handbooks was clearly expressed by developing countries in their replies to a Questionnaire on ITU-D Handbooks in 2000. Whatever the future of the ITU-D Study Groups, the Group recommended to continue the activity of producing Handbooks on topics of concern for developing countries. 

3.2 
What structure to prepare the Handbooks?

Taking into account past experience, the Rapporteur’s Group proposed not to give the task of preparing a Handbook to a study group, but to qualified expert groups with a time frame of a maximum one year to deliver the product.  This will contribute to responding more quickly to the concerns of developing countries.  The way for BDT to select these experts should be clearly defined and should be transparent. 

3.3
Interim activities before WTDC-02

· The designated Group chaired by Mr. Ghazal to represent Study Group 2 in the Development Sector in the preparation of the ITU Handbook on IMT-2000 and beyond is proposed, pending endorsement by ITU-D Study Group 2, to continue its activity.

· Fascicle 3 deals with very dynamic subjects and its first version could be considered as a snapshot of internet networks, but further amendments and improvements are necessary, especially to cover the issue of Voice over IP.  The specialized experts of the Rapporteur’s Group will cooperate with the expert group on Opinion D of the ITU Forum in finalizing this Handbook.
3.4
New Question (Preparation of Handbooks for developing countries)

The Group proposed to continue with Question 16/2 (Preparation of Handbooks for developing countries) with the following topics:

(a)
To update, by means of supplements, where appropriate, the existing handbooks listed above in Chapter one, in order to reflect the rapid changes in the technologies. The contents of the supplements could cover the implementation of new emerging technologies and their operating results;

(b)
New handbook on “Renewable Energy Solutions”, providing practical solutions to the 
development of sources of energy for telecommunication equipment in rural areas.  
Case studies with suggested solutions developed for some developing countries, will be 
part of this handbook.  The Handbook on small-scale power systems for rural 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) under preparation by the Task 
Force of ITU-D Focus Group 7, on new technologies for rural applications, will be 
taken into consideration securing that duplication of work is avoided. 

(c)
New handbook on regulations for the purpose of type approval of telecommunication 

equipment.

The proposed definition of the Question is contained in Document 2/230.

________
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