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FOR INFORMATION
Question 14/2: 
Fostering the application of telecommunication in health care. Identifying and documenting success factors for implementing telemedicine

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
E-HEALTH SOLUTIONS, CZECH REPUBLIC (PARTNER IN THE BDT TELEMEDICINE PROJECT IN ETHIOPIA)

TITLE:
TELEMEDICINE IN ETHIOPIA – CONNECTION THROUGH THE VIRTUAL TELEMEDICINE SERVER

________

Abstract: 

A remote telemedicine server located in the Czech Republic will be used for the telemedicine project in Ethiopia.  The server can be used for other telemedicine projects in developing countries.

_____

In order to set up a successful telemedicine project, the present state of the telecommunication infrastructure in each country will have to be carefully examined.  Information about the infrastructure and about plans of the development of the telecommunication will have to be known before a project is initiated.  Internet solutions are the easiest and most cost-effective way for telemedicine.  There is the possibility to use a specialized virtual server to offer telemedicine services in Ethiopia via a similar server situated in Europe. This server can be used for other telemedicine projects in developing countries. 

All partners and organizations participating in the telemedicine project in Ethiopia will be informed of this server through a special website in the English and Amharic languages.  This website will also give the latest information about the project in Ethiopia and - what is the most important - it will be possible to create a database of patients’ records and the doctors will just upload the information related to each patient including images, X-rays, laboratory results etc. Any other doctor will have access through the secure login and password to that data from any other place through his Internet browser.  All data will be stored on the server; secured access will be ensured for the 10 hospitals, both for uploading and downloading of the necessary information.

The introduction of telemedicine services will start with teledermatology.  It is necessary not only to install the appropriate hardware (PCs and internet connection), but also to develop an application with the cooperation of local doctors. The exact definition of the data structure will have to be defined. Last but not least, the necessary training for local staff to work with that application will have to be provided.

Once the pilot project has successfully been launched, it could be extended with other branches of telemedicine such as teleradiology, telepathology and many others.

For details about the plans and projects, www.telemedicine.cz can be consulted.

__________

______________

Contact point:
Mr. Jaroslav Liska, E-Health Solutions, Czech Republic, Tel. +420 2 04671517/
Fax: +420 6 02220397/e-mail: liska@telemedicine.cz/
WWW: www.telemedicine.cz or www.ehealth-online.net.

R:\REFTXT00\ITU-D\SG-D\SG02\200\204E.DOC
(112858)
12.09.00
13.09.00
R:\REFTXT00\ITU-D\SG-D\SG02\200\204E.DOC
(112858)
12.09.00
13.09.00

