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Question 7/1: 	Universal access/service








STUDY GROUP 1





SOURCE:	BENTON FOUNDATION (USA)





TITLE:	PUBLIC INTEREST ADVOCATES, UNIVERSAL SERVICE, AND THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996





________





In establishing the definition of Universal Service, the FCC is to consider the extent to which telecommunications services 


1. are consistent with the public interest, convenience, and necessity; 


2. are essential to education, public health, or public safety; 


3. are being deployed in public telecommunications networks; and


4. have, through market forces, been subscribed to by a substantial majority of residential customers.


This memo outlines the timetable around five Universal Service issues-definition and funding mechanisms, services for schools, libraries, and health care facilities, rural rates, support for low-income consumers, and accounting safeguards.


The Benton Foundation hopes this memo acts as both a primer on FCC proceedings and as a catalyst for public interest may advocates to assume their role in defining Universal Service.


______________


____________________
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