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Question 7/1: 	Universal access/service








STUDY GROUP 1





SOURCE:	BENTON FOUNDATION (USA)





TITLE:	THE NEXT GENERATION OF UNIVERSAL SERVICE DISCOUNTS FOR SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES





________





The Telecommunications Act of 1996 explicitly designates elementary and secondary schools and libraries among the entities eligible to receive the benefits of universal telecommunications service support. The 1996 Act defines universal service for schools and libraries as telecommunications services and any additional services designated by the Federal Communications Commission. The 1996 Act defines universal service in terms of access to advanced telecommunications and information services. The FCC is required to establish competitively neutral rules designed to enhance access to advanced telecommunications and information services for elementary and secondary school classrooms and libraries. 


The 1996 Act provides that services within the definition of universal service shall be provided to schools and libraries at a discount. The discount shall result in rates less than the amounts charged for similar services to other parties and be sufficient to ensure affordable access to and end use of such services. The universal service provisions in the 1996 Act also place several restrictions on schools and libraries receiving services funded by universal service support mechanisms. Schools and libraries must meet statutory eligibility criteria, may not resell any services, must make a bona fide request for the services, and must use the services for educational purposes. Carriers providing services to eligible schools and libraries shall be compensated for any discount they are required to grant through either an offset to their universal service obligations or reimbursement from universal service support mechanisms.


The paper shows that the recommendations of the Joint Board on Universal Service are contrasted with the recommendations of educators, librarians, and public interest advocates.


__________


____________________
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