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________





Over the past years, the Benton Foundation has commissioned a number of research papers on the subject of universal service.


Federal Communications Commission Chairman Reed Hundt identified universal service as one of the three main goals of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. After months of deliberation, the FCC decided how to define universal service, who the beneficiaries will be, who will be responsible for contributing to support mechanisms, and who will be responsible for providing the actual services.


Benton views universal service not as a welfare policy, but smart economic policy that protects rate payers from paying for stranded investments in telephone network, adds to the value of those networks, and improves the overall productivity, health, and education of society. Universal policy maximize the size of telephone networks, making citizens more available to education, health and safety services; to business; to government; and to each other by reducing the financial burden of telephone subscribership.


The briefing summarizes the FCC's decisions concerning:


the principles on which universal service policy will be based,


the package of services that will constitute basic service,


eligibility requirements for carriers to receive universal service funds,


the definition of affordable service,


support for low-income consumers,


keeping service in rural areas affordable,


making high-bandwidth services affordable for rural health care providers,


making telecommunications services more affordable for schools and libraries, and


administration of the universal service fund.


The briefing also describes the issues still stake as universal move to the state level for further implementation. Public interest groups will play a crucial role in these debates by setting high expectations for access to new technologies and making sure that information highways –super or basic- are available, affordable and accessible for everyone.





____________


____________________





- � PAGE �2� -


ITU-D/1/RG7/004-E





R:\REFTXT99\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\RGQ7\000\004E.DOC	� savedate \@ dd.MM.yy �25.06.99�	� printdate \@ dd.MM.yy �10.02.95�


(92902)





R:\REFTXT99\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\RGQ7\000\004E.DOC	� savedate \@ dd.MM.yy �25.06.99�	� printdate \@ dd.MM.yy �10.02.95�


(92902)











