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Question 7/1: 	Universal access/service





STUDY GROUP 1



SOURCE:	RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 7/1



TITLE:	PROGRAMME OF THE MEETING OF THE RAPPORTEUR’S GROUP ON QUESTION 7/1



________

"THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE OBLIGATION�IN A COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT"



Three days of discussion on the following main topics:



�

FIRST DAY - Monday 5 July 1999



0830�Registration, coffee and provision of documents�����0900�Opening address by the Secretary of State for Communications of Argentina��

VALIDITY OF THE CONCEPT AND CURRENT SIGNIFICANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE OBLIGATION



0915�Debate on the validity of the concept 

Dynamic view of the concept

Definition and inclusion of services

Universal access

Universal service

Relationship to the country's level of development�����1100�Coffee�����1115�Validity of the concept and current significance of the universal service obligation (continued)�����1330�Lunch��

Speaker(s): To be designated



FUTURE SIGNIFICANCE, PARTICULARLY IN A COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT



1430�Cross-subsidy mechanisms

Criteria for the inclusion of services

Criteria for the modification of scenarios:

•	increased penetration

•	alternative technologies and cost reduction��

1600�Coffee�����1615�Future significance, particularly in a competitive environment (continued)��

Speaker(s):	To be designated



1800�End of first day of the conference��

�

SECOND DAY - Tuesday 6 July 1999



0830�Registration, coffee and provision of documents�����0900�Opening remarks (speaker to be designated)��

COSTING AND FINANCING OF THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE OBLIGATION



0915�Costing methods and deficit measurement

LRIC concept

Main criteria: total elements and avoidable costs

•	Economically unprofitable areas

•	Economically unprofitable subscribers

•	Public telephone service

•	Services for persons with disabilities�����1100�Coffee�����1115�Costing and financing of the universal service obligation (continued)

Own income

Network externalities

Non-financial benefits

Calculation of the difference between income and costs and subsidies�����Speaker(s):	To be designated

���1330�Lunch��

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FINANCING FUND



1430�Determination of the contributory base

Exceptions��

Speaker(s):	To be designated



1600�Coffee��

METHODS FOR THE ALLOCATION OF SUBSIDIES



1615�Tariff and price components

Obligations of service providers

Play or pay system and others

Last resort service provider��

Speaker(s):	To be designated

���1800�End of second day of the conference���THIRD DAY - Wednesday 7 July 1999



0830�Registration, coffee and provision of documents�����0900�Opening remarks (speaker to be designated)�����CONCLUSIONS



0915�Conclusions�����1100�Coffee�����1115�Conclusions (continued)��

Speaker(s):	To be designated

���1330�Lunch��

DRAFTING OF FINAL DOCUMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP

���1430�Drafting of final document of the Working Group�����1600�Coffee�����1615�Drafting of final document of the Working Group (continued)�����1730�Reading of final document�����Speaker(s): To be designated

���1800�Closing remarks (speaker to be designated)��



________________

____________________
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