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The Rapporteur Group on Question 12/1 held its second meeting in Geneva from 14 to 15 December 1999.

The Rapporteur, Mr Pierre Fontaine (France), introduced the agenda (Document 1/WGQ12/OJ/001), which was approved.

1
Analysis of responses to the Questionnaire on Question 12/1 and other actions

The Rapporteur said that BDT had received over eighty replies to the Questionnaire on "Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the cost of national telecommunication services" sent to the administrations of Member States and ITU-D Sector Members on 30 April 1999.

A preliminary analysis of the responses had been presented at the Study Group 1 meeting held in September 1999, at which time the Director of BDT had been asked to recruit an expert on tariffs in order to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the responses received and develop a database for the benefit of developing countries.

BDT had been unable to fulfil this request in 1999.

The Rapporteur Group therefore reiterated the request to the Director of BDT to recruit an expert on tariffs in order to carry out an analysis of the responses and to make the results available on the Web for all interested parties. For this purpose, the countries could be divided into three broad categories: countries with liberalized economies, countries in the process of liberalization and countries still having monopolies. In the case of complex responses, "hyperlinks" could also be introduced linking countries to the documents sent by them.

2
Report on questions sent to the Radiocommunication Bureau for inclusion in its questionnaire

Mr Terry Jeacock said that the three questions sent by ITU-D Study Group 1 to ITU-R Study Group 1 for insertion in the two Sectors' joint questionnaire on "national radio-frequency spectrum management to seek information needed for responding to Resolution 9 of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-98, Valletta)" had been duly included, and the questionnaire had been sent out to ITU Member States and Sector Members of the Development and Radiocommunication Sectors on 2 November 1999.

Five replies had been received. Given that the deadline for the return of completed questionnaires was 31 January 2000, further replies were to be expected by the beginning of the year 2000.

Mr Jeacock requested that the BDT secretariat distribute the replies among the members of the group of regional representatives set up at the ITU-D study group meeting in September 1999, in order to prepare for the meeting of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9, which will be held in Geneva on 6 and 7 March 2000.

Replying to a question by Mr Plesse, Mr Jeacock explained that the questionnaire was in two parts, the first, of a general nature, which regions such as Europe could fill in jointly, and the second, more specific, concerning national spectrum allocation, which was to be filled in at national level.

The questionnaire is available on the ITU website.

3
Consideration of contributions received

Two contributions had been received for the meeting:

•
Document WGQ12-1/018: Contribution from Bulgaria: "Project 9713: Cost allocation of telecommunications services";

•
Document WGQ12-1/019: Rapporteur for Question 12/1: "Interim report on tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the cost of national telecommunication services".

The representative of Bulgaria, Ms Kostova, introduced Document 1/018: "Project 9713: Cost allocation of telecommunications services", which described a project on telecommunication tariffs funded by the European Community under the PHARE Programme. Eleven Central and Eastern European countries had participated in the project, which was now in its second phase.

The presentation aroused keen interest among participants and Ms Kostova was invited to provide a more detailed document on the project by the end of January, for incorporation in the final report on Question 12/1.

It was pointed out that the European situation in respect of tariff policies was unique, since the European Community was a strong body with decision-making powers over its Member States. It was in any case evident that any policy on tariff rebalancing and cost-orientated tariffs was aimed at reducing telecommunication service tariffs.

Mr Fontaine introduced Document WGQ12-1/019: "Interim report on tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the cost of national telecommunication services".

In drawing up Question 12/1, the Valletta Conference had asked that the following four points be ready by mid-2000:

1)
A policy and regulation document on efficient and cost-orientated tariffing of telecommunication services.

2)
Guidelines and recommendations on efficiency and costing considerations for formulating levels and structure of telecommunication tariffs.

3)
Tariffing and costing models for use in formulating efficient and cost-orientated telecommunication tariff levels and structure.

4)
Comparative tariffing and costing models for a developed country and a developing country.

The final report on Question 12/1 should therefore fulfil these four main points.

Mr Fontaine thanked those participants who had made inputs thus far and encouraged all members of the Group to submit contributions, which were essential for the production of a final report and appropriate recommendations in respect of the Question. Contributions from Ms Kostova, Mr Pape Touré and the Wissenschaftliches Institut für Kommunikationsdienste (WIK) were expected in order to complete the part dealing with descriptions of costing models. It was pointed out that, although the aim of the Question was to establish national costing models, the study of international models was not irrelevant since national and international tariffs were closely interlinked. It was not possible to establish one single model since the situation of each country was unique. Even ITU-T Study Group 3 was moving towards general principles with enough flexibility to be adapted to each concrete situation.

The final report should be ready for the September 2000 meeting.

4
Economic aspects of spectrum management

Mr Fontaine summed up the situation in respect of the economic aspects of spectrum management. The two expected documents, namely an updated version of Report ITU-R SM.2012 and the handbook on "National radio-frequency spectrum management and monitoring system – Economic, organizational and regulatory aspects" (Report on ITU-D Question 2/2), were now available. Replies to the joint BR and BDT questionnaire referred to in § 2 above were expected by the end of January.

The analysis of the aforementioned documents and the responses to the questionnaire could be included in an annex to the final report on Question 12/1, as well as in a summary document to be presented at the Study Group 1 meeting in September 2000 for a decision on future action.

5
Presentation of the WIK and TAF models

Mr Schmidt, from the German delegation, presented the WIK model: "Bottom-up cost analysis for the telecommunications network" (Document WGQ12-1/020) and Mr Pape Gorgui Touré from Senegal presented the TAF model (Document WGQ12-1/021).

Both presentations were followed with great interest by all the participants and Mr Fontaine asked the speakers to each send in a document of a few pages before the end of January for inclusion in the final report on Question 12/1.

6
Draft recommendation presented by the African group

The Vice-Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 1, Mr Diadié Touré, introduced the draft recommendation (Document WGQ12-1/022), which is contained in the annex to the report.

Following some general discussion, it was decided to post the document on the Web in January and set up a discussion group for comments and amendments. In the light of the comments received, and in agreement with the Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 1, the Rapporteur for Question 12/1 will then decide how to proceed with the draft recommendation.

7
Closure of the meeting

Mr Fontaine thanked all the participants and declared the meeting closed.

____________________
______________
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