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1.
Opening of the meeting

The fourth meeting of the ITU-D Study Group 1 took place in Caracas, Venezuela, from 3 to 7 September 2001. It was attended by 158 participants from Member States and Sector Members, representing forty-seven countries, and four international and regional organizations. The list of participants is attached as Annex 7. Forty-nine of the participants were women. 

1.1.

Introductory remarks by the Chairman

The Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Alberto Gabrielli from Argentina, opened the meeting and welcomed all participants. Telecommunications are the fundamental instrument for the economic growth of the developing countries, even if the way to go is still long and difficult, while solutions are needed today, in the present. He thanked the BDT Director, the Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs, and the BDT Secretariat. He also addressed a particular thank to CONATEL and the government of Venezuela for hosting the meeting.

The speech of Mr. Gabrielli is attached (Annex 1).

1.2

Opening address by the Director of BDT

The Director of the BDT, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, in his proper name and on behalf of the Secretary General of the ITU, Mr. Utsumi, thanked Venezuela for the hospitality and the very good organization of the study group meetings. He particularly thanked the Minister of Infrastructure, H.E. Ismael Hurtado Soucre, and the General Director of CONATEL, Mr. Jesse Chacón. He outlined that it was the first time that the ITU-D study group meetings took place outside Geneva. This event was of particular significance because the 2001 meetings were the last ones before the World Telecommunication Development Conference to be held in Istanbul in March 2002. This second study period has been marked by the will of the Member States and Sector Members to change the working methods of the ITU-D study groups in order to obtain more tangible results. This second study period has also been a period of learning and challenges. The ITU-D study groups were created on the model of the study groups of the other two sectors. These eight years of experience have allowed us to learn, to mature, to identify the specificity of the development sector, and then to identify the changes to be made in the working methods. Some of the Questions have reached the expected results even before the end of the mandate and some final reports and recommendations are already published or ready for publication. 

The results of the work of the Group on the structure and working methods, which are presented to the Study Groups for information, will be examined by TDAG in its October 2001 session. Mr. Touré thanked all participants for their contributions to the meeting, the Administrations and Sector Members, the Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Gabrielli, the Venezuelan authorities, CONATEL, CANTV and TELCEL for the organizational support, the Rapporteurs and Co‑Rapporteurs.

The speech of Mr. Touré is attached (Annex 2).

1.3

Opening address by the Minister of Infrastructure,
Mr. Ismael Eliezer Hurtado Soucre

The Minister of Infrastructure and Telecommunications of Venezuela, H.E. Ismael Hurtado Soucre, welcomed all the participants to the ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 meetings in Caracas and underlined that the presence of the Director of the BDT, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, gave a particular relevance to the event. He welcomed the Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Gabrielli, the Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteurs, the Co-Rapporteurs and all the participants and whished for all a pleasant and fruitful stay in Caracas. He mentioned the importance of CONATEL for contributing to the evolution and the improvement of the telecommunication networks in the world.

1.4

Opening address by the Director General of CONATEL Mr. Jesse Chacón

The Director General of CONATEL Mr. Jesse Chacón welcomed in Caracas the Director of the BDT, the Chairman of Study Group 1, all the delegates of the Member States and Sector Members, and acknowledged the presence of the Minister of Infrastructure and Telecommunications of Venezuela. He expressed the big pleasure that he and his company CONATEL had in inviting the fourth meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups and thanked all the delegates for the effort done to participate in the meeting. He mentioned that the last meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups were particularly important because they had to approve Reports and Recommendations and they also represented the last event before the Regional Preparatory Meeting of the World Telecommunication Development Conference to be held in Trinidad and Tobago in October 2001. Mr. Chacón said that some of the items to be discussed in the Study Groups meetings, such as interconnection, independent regulatory body, universal service/access, Internet and convergence were of capital importance for the development in the telecommunication sector. Some of these items required urgent decisions to be taken.

The speech of Mr. Chacón is attached (Annex 3).

2.

Approval of the draft agenda and tentative schedule (Documents 1/OJ/001 and 1/ADM/002)

The proposed Agenda (Annex 4) was approved after the addition of the missing documents. 

The schedule of the meetings was also approved with minor modifications. The schedule had to take into consideration the absence of several Rapporteurs and their substitutions with other participants of the Rapporteur's Groups. The list of Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs is given for information in Annex 5.

The Chairmanships of the Rapporteur's Groups were distributed as follows:

Question 6/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Kustra, Mr. Landgraf from Germany

Question 7/1: the Rapporteur Mr. Pérez from Argentina

Question 8/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Lie, the Chairman Mr. Gabrielli

Question 9/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Seck, Mr. Brett Mundo from Venezuela

Question 10/1: the Rapporteur Mr. Savi from Italy

Question 11/1: in the absence of a Rapporteur, Mr. De Bono from Malta

Question 12/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Fontaine, Mr. Tsalkovitch from France

Question 13/1: the Rapporteur Ms. Alexander from the United States

Question 14/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Everton, Mr. Torres from Peru

Question 15/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Trimech, Mr. Torres from Peru

Question 16/1: in the absence of the Rapporteur Mr. Dupont-Henius from UNESCO, this Question was treated in the Plenary session.

3.
Allocation of documents-1/ADM/003

The proposed allocation of documents was approved. The final list of documents is attached (Annex 6).

4.
Approval of the report of the third meeting of Study Group 1
(Geneva, 11 – 15 September 2000) - (Document 1/REP/026
)

The report of the third meeting of Study Group 1 was sent to Member States and Sector Members by Administrative Circular CA/18 on 20 February 2001. The only proposal for amendment concerns: 

Item 10.6 Question 11/1: at the end of the first paragraph, the sentence should read: "The representative of Thunderbird, Mr. Becher, who agreed to the Chairman's proposal to become co-Rapporteur for the Question, suggested to look at the document entitled Finance and Trade which summarizes the results of these seminars".

The amended version of Document 1/REP/026(Rev.1) was approved by the meeting.
5. Organisation of the work of the ITU-D Study Groups

5.1. Confirmation of the Rapporteur for Question 6/1

In the absence of the Rapporteur, this agenda item was not considered.

5.2
Situation regarding Questions 11/1 and 16/1

This agenda item was not considered, as the issue of the availability of the Rapporteurs for these two Questions had already been raised under item 2 above.

6.
Important results of the TDAG
 meetings (Geneva, 12-13 October 2000 and
22-23 February 2001) of relevance to the work of the study groups

The BDT Secretariat summarized the results as follows:

During the October 2000 meeting, TDAG approved the Final Report of Focus Group 7, including the conclusions and recommendations, and took note of the work of the ITU-D Study Groups, particularly the meetings of both study groups in September 2000. 

During the February 2001 meeting, TDAG examined the reports of the meetings held in the Africa and Arab Regions concerning the improvement of the participation of the developing countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups. The proposal from Syria to accelerate the approval procedure of new or revised recommendations by allowing a Rapporteur to initiate the approval procedure was endorsed by the TDAG meeting held in February 2001. 

TDAG considered and endorsed three documents prepared by the Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups (GSWM):

1) Draft resolution on admission of associates in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups;

2) Draft revision of WTDC-98 Resolution 5 on enhanced participation by developing countries in the activities of the ITU;

3) Draft resolution on electronic document handling and on-line discussion groups.
Concerning the draft revision of WTDC-98 Resolution 4, this document was to be reconsidered by GSWM, taking into account the comments of TDAG. 

The meeting took note of this information.
7.
Activities of the Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups (Document 1/178–2/241)

Document 1/178-2/241 was introduced by the Vice-Chairman of the Group, Mr. Plesse from Germany. Mr. Plesse noted that the document was for information, as it would be examined and commented by TDAG in its session in October 2001 and then given to the Director of the BDT, to be transmitted to the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-02). Mr. Plesse mentioned some of the items that the Group considered in its work, as for example the use of focus groups for urgent matters, the participation of the private sector in the work of the study groups, with the consequent power in approving Questions, the procedure of approval of recommendations, etc. He reminded that all decisions of a conference of a determined sector, like the World Telecommunication Development Conference, should be in accordance with the provisions of the ITU Constitution and Convention. The decisions, which will be taken at the WTDC-02, would have to be confirmed by the Plenipotentiary Conference PP-02.

Mr. Plesse emphasized the importance of looking in detail at the conclusions of the document and its annexes. The annexes 1 to 7 contain in fact the draft new or revised resolutions concerning the work of the study groups. He introduced the following corrections in the document:

1. Item 2.1: the last sentence should read: "Furthermore, the Group revised WTDC-98 Resolution 5 on enhanced participation by developing countries in the work of the ITU and defined two new draft resolutions on admission of entities or organizations to participate as Associates in the work of the ITU-D study groups and on strengthening the use of electronic document handling for the work of ITU-D study groups".

2. Item 2.3: the paragraph starting with "Although" should read: "Although it was not in the terms of reference of the Group, a modification of WTDC-98 Resolution 5 (Enhanced participation of developing countries in the activities of the ITU) is proposed in annex 5."

3. In the listing of the Annexes, Annex 3, Annex 4 and Annex 6 are all "Draft new Resolutions"

4. In Annex 3, Items 3-1, 3.2 and 3.3: the reference to WTDC-98 should become only WTDC.

He mentioned that during the work of the Group, the Working Group on ITU Reform (WGR) was working in parallel and has recommended project management groups (PMGs) in place of study groups. He said that the proposal came very late and that nobody could tell the Group the contents of PMGs. As regards TDAG authority, he said that in the T and R sectors the Advisory Groups have more power than in the D sector.

The Chairman, Mr. Gabrielli, thanked Mr. Plesse for the presentation and the work done. 

The Director of the BDT thanked Mr. Plesse for his explanations. He noted that Mr. Plesse had mentioned the concept of the project management groups. He took the opportunity to recall the discussion held during the meeting of the Working Group on ITU Reform (WGR) in Salvador (Brazil) in April 2001. Mr. Touré said that the most important was not to change the name of the study groups in the CS and CV, but to improve their working methods. The WGR considered that the study groups should be more oriented towards practical working procedures and should meet the deadlines. The WGR considered that a four-year cycle is too long, and it is therefore necessary to find a mechanism in which recommendations are prepared and issued in a shorter time period, for example one year. The goal of the exercise of the Working Group on Reform was to make the work of the study groups more effective. 

The Director then pointed out that issues and problems change quickly in the telecommunication world. For example, in the approval processes for questions and recommendations there are things which are very delicate. It would be extremely dangerous to give all the power to the Director. A second important issue was the possibility to empower the TDAG. On another side, giving too much power to TDAG may lead to some difficulties: the decisions in TDAG are taken by consensus. One person can block the decision. Finally he said that the D sector should find a proper mechanism for approval of recommendations. The aim of the Development Sector is to be very fast and efficient in order to meet the needs of the developing countries. ITU-D has fundamental differences with ITU-T and ITU-R. In these sectors the decisions are driven by the private sector. In ITU-D the decision-making process is different. The changing process has to be continuous, leaving the door open to other questions and doubts that could arise during the study period. Therefore, there is no contradiction with the texts of CS and CV.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 thanked the BDT Director for his observations, asked for comments, and proposed another plenary session to discuss the issue.

The delegate of France, Mr. Tsalkovitch, made a general comment, asking to have the documents in revision marks, when the case be, to have a better understanding of the changes made in documents already examined. He then agreed with the Director on the idea that the specificity of the development sector's needs to be taken into account.

Mr. De Freitas, delegate from Brazil, said that Brazil is preparing a proposal for a meeting in Washington. Some of their proposals are similar to what the Director said. However, the concept of PMGs is not well defined.

Mr. Samake, delegate from Mali, said that the evolution of ITU should be taken into consideration.

The representative of Malta, Mr. De Bono, proposed to strengthen the work done by the GSWM by means of a resolution to be sent to TDAG for approval. 
To reply to the concerns expressed by the delegates of France, Brazil and Malta, Mr. Plesse referred to Recommendation 9 of the Working Group on ITU Reform, and said that it had not been easy to introduce the concept of project management groups in the final report of the Group on the structure and working methods. He said that no revision marks have been displayed to make the document easily readable. He also expressed his doubts as to reaching an agreement on the resolution proposed by Mr. De Bono within a week.
The draft final report of the Group to the Director was noted by the meeting (Document 1/178(Rev.1)–2/241(Rev.1)).

8. Final reports and recommendations to be submitted to WTDC-02

8.1 Question 6/1 (Interconnection) - Document 1/REP/031

In the absence of the Rapporteur for the Question, Mr. Kustra from Argentina, the Co‑Rapporteur, Mr. Landgraf from Germany, who had chaired the meeting of the Rapporteur's Group for Question 6/1, introduced Document 1/REP/031. 

Unfortunately, no results had been obtained during the study period 1998-2002. Several countries expressed the exigency to receive assistance from the ITU in the field of interconnection. 

Mr. Landgraf said that the Rapporteur's Group decided that the study of issues related to interconnection should continue. Taking into account the regulatory and technical aspects of interconnection, the study should be given to a joint group composed of experts from the ITU-D Study groups 1 and 2. A small working group was set up to develop the terms of reference of a project team to deal with interconnection. Study Group 1 decided to send the draft terms of reference, which are attached to Document 1/REP/031, to Study Group 2 in order to complete the technical part (Document 2/269 Questions transmitted from Study Group 1)
.

The meeting approved Document 1/REP/031(Rev.1).

8.2 Question 7/1 (Universal access/service) - Document 1/172(Rev.1) Draft recommendation on universal services policies and 1/REP/027
The Rapporteur for Question 7/1, Mr. Pérez, introduced Document 1/172(Rev.1), containing a proposal of a draft recommendation on universal services policies. The recommendation was adopted after slight modifications. 

The representative of Thales requested the recommendation contained in Document 1/172(Rev.1) to be submitted to the second meeting of the Global Symposium for Regulators to be held in Geneva in December 2001.

The representative from the USA expressed his concern on how the document will be transmitted to the symposium. After a debate the Chairman concluded to send the document to the BDT Director for distribution to the symposium as a document for information.

The recommendation as amended was adopted by the meeting (Document 1/172(Rev.2)).

Document 1/227 containing a proposal of a draft new Question on universal service was also examined under this agenda item. The results of the discussions can be found under item 9.

The Report of the meeting on the Rapporteur's Group on Question 7/1 contained in Document 1/REP/027 was introduced by the delegate of Argentina and approved by the meeting with minor amendments. This amended Report is Document 1/REP/027(Rev.1).

At the end of the discussion on Question 7/1, the Chairman, Mr. Gabrielli, requested the meeting to take a decision on the procedure to be followed for the formal approval of the recommendation. In fact, he said, the plenary could decide to submit the adopted draft recommendation to WTCD-02 or to initiate a procedure of approval by correspondence. Mr. Kisrawi, Chairman of Study Group 2, proposed to leave the choice to the BDT Director who will decide on the most economic way to deal with the issue. The Vice-Chairman of the Study Group suggested to agree on the procedure by correspondence, seen in a favourable way by the BDT Director. The Chairman said that, even if from the point of view of timing there was no substantial difference, the decision to go to a procedure by correspondence would have the advantage not to overload the Conference with too many items and documents to deal with. The meeting approved the procedure by correspondence.

8.3
Question 8/1(Establishment of an independent regulatory body)
Document 1/REP/032

The Chairman, Mr. Gabrielli, who had chaired the meeting of the Rapporteur's Group on Question 8/1, introduced the report (Document 1/REP/32). He said that the meeting had adopted the draft final report contained in Document 1/204 and its Addendum 1. The meeting approved the report with slight amendments. This report is Document 1/REP/032(Rev.1).

The meeting also approved the Final report contained in Documents 1/204 and its Addendum 1 and decided the following:

· to publish the final version of the report on the Web;

· to transmit the excellent report for information to the Symposium of Regulators to be held in December 2001;

· that the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), who do not have access to the Web, are invited to send their request for the report to the BDT Secretariat, which will provide them with a paper copy.

8.4
Question 9/1 (Impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on the regulatory environment of telecommunications) - Document 1/REP/033

The Rapporteur's Group meeting on Question 9/1 was chaired by Mr. José Brett from CONATEL, Venezuela, who introduced the Report contained in Document 1/REP/033. The meeting approved the report and left to the Director the decision to prepare the final report based on the replies received to the questionnaire sent with Administrative Circular CA/23 of 9 May 2001.

8.5
Question 10/1 (Regulatory impact of the phenomenon of convergence within the telecommunications, broadcasting, information technology and content sectors) - Document 1/REP/034

The Rapporteur, Mr. Savi, introduced Document 1/REP/034, the report of the Rapporteur's Group meeting on Question 10/1. The meeting approved the report.

The meeting also approved the final report on ITU-D Question 10/1 with minor amendments (Document 1/187(Rev.1)).

8.6
Question 11/1 (Factors to create a climate favourable to investment) - 
Document 1/REP/035

The acting Chairman of the Rapporteur's Group, Mr. De Bono from Malta, introduced Document 1/REP/035. In order to make the language more clear, the following text will replace the first bullet on page 2 of the report under item "Document 1/213": "The delegate from Somalia informed the participants that the World Bank and twenty-nine African Heads of State had signed up to form a new agency called African Trade Insurance Agency. The new Agency's mandate is to promote trade within Africa and the world. The programme will be used by the member countries to do business with industrial countries without having to worry about the risks involving politics or any other type of risks. The first priority of the programme is telecommunication development in Africa". The report, as amended and finalized as Document 1/REP/35(Rev.1), was approved by the meeting.

The Chairman of Study Group 2, Mr. Kisrawi, requested the BDT Secretariat to consider jointly Document 1/213 and part of the contribution presented by CONATEL in Document 1/221, plus other contributions given by Malta, Nigeria and Somalia, in order to present it to the Conference as the final report on Question 11/1.

The Vice-Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Plesse, noted that Document 1/213 was a table submitted to the meeting for information purposes and that it was not discussed. He wondered if the meeting could agree on transforming the document into a final report. He outlined that the title of the document was not conform the definition of the Question and should therefore be revised.

The Chairman of Study Group 2 agreed with Mr. Plesse, and suggested to change the title of Document 1/213 and to include the other two contributions received. He stressed that the report would be a factual one. In the new title, all reference to recommendations should be avoided. The Chairman of the meeting, Mr. De Bono, was requested to coordinate this merge of contributions. The meeting agreed on these proposals.

A clarification was requested on the expression "private sector partnership".

8.7 
Question 12/1 (Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the cost of national telecommunication services) - Document 1/REP/028
The acting Chairman of the Rapporteur's Group, Mr. Tsalkovitch, introduced Document 1/REP/028, containing the report of the Rapporteur's Group meeting, Document 1/134(Rev.2) ("Three draft recommendations"), Document 1/171 ("Draft new definition of Question 12/1") and Document 1/146(Rev.1) ("Draft Final Report on tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the cost of national telecommunications services"). 

As to Document 1/REP/028 the delegation of the United States requested the following changes: 

The third paragraph of item 6 should read: "Following a comment by the delegates of Mauritania and India emphasizing the importance of economic aspects of the spectrum for regulators from developing countries, the delegate of Germany, supported by the United States, proposed that the phrase 'including spectrum aspects' be placed in square brackets. As a result of informal consultations during the break, a consensus was reached and the brackets were removed, leaving the phrase 'including spectrum aspects' in the wording of the title of Question 12/1. The United States' delegation stated that economic aspects of the spectrum were an important subject and should be addressed under a new Question 12/1. Within the working methods of the new Question, liaison statements should be prepared to ITU-R Study Group 1 on spectrum aspects and ITU-T Study Group 3 on cost methodologies."

Mr. Tsalkovitch made a proposal in French of the same text.

The document, as amended, was approved and is now Document 1/REP/028(Rev.1).

Document 1/146(Rev.1), containing the final report on Question 12/1, was approved by the meeting without amendments.

Document 1/134(Rev.2), containing three draft recommendations, was introduced by Mr. Tsalkovitch and commented by many delegations. After several debates, some amendments were introduced in the texts of the first two recommendations, and the third recommendation on "Taking into account spectrum costs in setting telecommunication service tariffs" was deleted. The two draft recommendations, which were adopted by the meeting, are included in Document 1/134(Rev.3). These recommendations will be submitted to Member States for approval via correspondence.

Document 1/171 containing the draft new definition for Question 12/1 was examined under this agenda item. The results of the discussions are resumed in item 9.

8.8
Question 13/1 (Promotion of infrastructure and use of the Internet in developing countries) - Documents 1/REP/029 and 1/185 (Draft final report on Question 13/1)

Document 1/REP/029 was introduced by the acting Rapporteur, Ms. Fiona Alexander. This document was approved with minor modifications and is now Document 1/REP/029(Rev.1).

The draft final report on Question 13/1 (Document 1/185), was amended in several parts and approved by the meeting (Document 1/185(Rev.1)).

The delegation of Venezuela expressed the need to continue the study on Internet, the inclusion of which in the concept of universal service is still uncertain. The delegation of the United States suggested Venezuela to prepare a proposal of new Question to submit to TDAG or directly to the Conference.

The meeting also confirmed the nominations of Ms. Fiona Alexander (United States) as Rapporteur and Mr. John Rose (UNESCO) as Co-Rapporteur for Question 13/1.

8.9 Question 14/1 (The role of telecommunications in social and cultural development, including the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity) - Document 1/REP/036

Document 1/REP/036 was introduced by the acting Rapporteur, Mr. Torres from Peru, and was approved by the meeting.

The Chairman of Study Group 2 observed that Question 14/1 should have been given by WTDC-98 to a focus group. He hoped that the Chairman would suggest this solution in his report to WTDC-02.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 assured all participants that his report to WTDC-02 would take specific care in referring to the activities under Question 14/1.

8.10 Question 15/1 (Technology transfer and informatization) - Documents 1/REP/030 and 1/173 (Draft final report on Question 15/1)
The acting Rapporteur, Mr. Torres from Peru, introduced Document 1/REP/030, which was agreed by the meeting. He said that during the Rapporteur's Group meeting many comments and observations were made to the draft Final Report on Question 15/1 contained in Document 1/173. 

The delegation of China requested to delete the two indents mentioning China in item 4.2 of Document 1/173. She said that she will provide some data to complete the report. The delegate of Syria, seconded by the delegate of Lebanon, reserved his right to approve the report because on the subject of IPR there is a condemnation of developing countries and because the issue of indiscrimination of transfer of technologies is not included in the report.

The Vice-Chairman of Study Group 1 suggested looking very carefully at where in the report mention was made to specific countries.

The delegate of India suggested some modification on page 45, English version, of the document. The representative of Thales Communications mentioned that UNDP had issued a report in April 2000 giving more up to date information than provided in the report. The Vice-Chairman of Study Group 1, seconded by Lebanon and Cuba, pointed out that this discussion should have taken place in the Rapporteur's Groups. He also said that the decision to give to Study Group 1 the item of technology transfer and informatization had been taken by the Conference and that it was normal that this Question could not be looked at without talking of IPR.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 resumed the discussion by underlining that there was no consensus among the participants on the adoption of the final report on Question 15/1. He proposed to send Document 1/173 to all Study Group 1 participants, to Member States and Sector Members to request comments and suggestions for amendments in written form.

The document and all the comments and proposed amendments would then be sent to the Rapporteur, Mr. Trimech, and the Co-Rapporteur, Mr. Torres, in order to update and amend them before publication on the Web. The meeting agreed on this proposal.

At the request of Mr. Gabrielli, who asked the membership to be warned in case of postage of new documents on the Web, the representative of BR, Mr. Hughes, informed that in ITU-R there is already a system of automatic warning of the insertion of new documents on the Web. This information is on the first page of the Web of the Sector. Something similar could be done for ITU-D. The meeting agreed.

8.11 Question 16/1 (Methods to enhance the viability of public service broadcasting, particularly focusing on developing countries) - Document 1/223

In the absence of the Rapporteur, Mr. Dupont-Henius, from UNESCO, and considering that the Question had produced no results, the discussion on Question 16/1 took place in the plenary meeting. 

The representative of UNESCO, Mr. Rose, introduced Document 1/223, entitled "Draft recommendation on the promotion and use of multilingualism and universal access to cyberspace and report by the Director-General". The meeting noted the document and invited UNESCO to complete the work and submit it to TDAG or to WTDC. The Chairman of Study Group 2 said that the material contained in the document was interesting, but there was a mixture of conclusions and recommendations. He also noted that there is a difference between technical issues, which are within ITU's competence, and content, which is an UNESCO issue. UNESCO should input documents, but should identify the technical issues within ITU's competence.

8.12

WTDC-98 Resolution 9 (Document 1/175)

In the absence of Mr. Jeacock, Co-Chairman of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9, Document 1/175 containing the progress report of the Group was introduced by Mr. Mège of Thales Communications (France), who pointed out that the document was only for information. The meeting noted the document.

Mr. Mège then introduced Document 1/176 containing the proposed revision of WTDC-98 Resolution 9: "Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management". Several comments were made on the document. In particular, the delegate of Mali, seconded by Lebanon, proposed to specify in the "resolves" the following sentence: "To prepare the next stage of the report described in recognizing d) above within the next study period, for the frequency band between 960 MHz and 3 GHz, as well as the tariff aspect of spectrum management." He suggested to deal with these aspects in a Question to be studied by two study groups.

The representative of Thales agreed with the proposal of Mali and observed that Resolution 9 allows amalgamating everything coming from ITU-R and ITU-D. Resolution 9 could now be treated like a Question. He also said that the economic aspects of frequency spectrum should be included in the terms of reference of the Group on Resolution 9.

This idea of introducing in the terms of reference of Resolution 9 the economic aspects of frequency spectrum was disliked by some delegations. The Chairman of Study Group 2 suggested writing a liaison statement to Study Group 2 inviting it, when adopting the text of the new Resolution 9, to consider the proposal by Mali, which was not deeply discussed by Study Group 1 and to which there were no oppositions. The meeting agreed on this proposal. The above mentioned liaison statement is Document 2/269.

Document 1/182-2/244 from France, "Guidance on the regulatory framework for national spectrum management", was endorsed by the meeting.

The meeting took note of Document 1/186-2/205(Rev.2) from the Chairmen of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9: "WTDC-98 Resolution 9: Draft Report". This document was presented to Study Group 1 only for information.

The meeting took also note of the Document 1/194-2/249 from Thales: "National radio/video monitoring system". 

9.
Presentation of proposals for revised or new Questions (Docs 1/227 and 1/171)
The draft new of revised Questions have been discussed under item 8 and are resumed here for easy reference.

The delegate of Movicom (Argentina) presented Document 1/227, containing a proposal for a draft new definition of Question 7/1 on universal service. The document was originally available only in Spanish. The Chairman of the Study Group asked the meeting to adopt the document in principle, leaving the formal adoption to the next plenary, when the document would be available in three languages. In the following plenary meeting, with the Document 1/227 available in English, French and Spanish, the meeting adopted the proposal with minor amendments, and decided to send it to TDAG for comments before presentation to WTDC-02 (Document 1/227(Rev.1)).

Document 1/171 containing a draft new definition for Question 12/1 was approved by the meeting without modifications. 

In conclusion, draft new Questions exist only on interconnection, universal service/access, and tariff issues.

The Chairman of Study Group 2 underlined that all regional groups need to know all Questions that will be presented to the next Conference in order to be able to introduce, if the case be, modifications or amendments.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 reminded that Study Group 1 need to present a Report to the Conference.

Mr. Gabrielli reminded also that the recommendations adopted in this meeting would be sent for approval by correspondence.

10.
Outline of the study groups report to WTDC-02

No document was submitted. However, the relevant provisions of section 1 of the appendix to WTDC-98 Resolution 4 will be taken into consideration when writing the report.

11.
Collaboration and liaison activities

11.1
With ITU-D Study Group 2

The delegate of Germany proposed to send the document, which was agreed on Question 6/1 (the annex to 1/REP/031) to Study Group 2, requesting it to consider the technical aspects of the new Question on interconnection. The meeting agreed to this proposal.

11.2
With ITU-R and ITU-T (Documents 1/180–2/243 Liaison statement from ITU-T Study Group 16 to ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 on Study Group 16 Project "MediaCom 2004" and 1/183–2/245 Liaison statement from ITU-T Study Group 11 to ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2

The liaison statement from ITU-T Study Group 16 (in Document 1/180) informs Study Groups 1 and 2 on the activities of the Project MediaCom 2004. The objective of the project is to create a framework for the harmonized and coordinated development of multimedia communication standardization.

The liaison statement from ITU-T Study Group 11 (in Document 1/183) informs ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 that the meeting of Question 7/11 held in Geneva on 23 May 2001 agreed to commence the investigation of the solution for the issues that are described in sections 2b and 2c of Opinion D (Policy Forum, March 2001).

The meeting took note of these two documents.

11.3
With other organizations via the BDT Secretariat

No documents were submitted to the meeting.

12.
Any other business (Documents 1/189-2/250 Report on the regional meetings held in Africa since September 2000: Senegal (December 2000) and Mozambique (May 2001), 1/224-2/268 Proposal on the works of the ITU-D study groups, and 1/229 Proposal on Study Group 1's working methods)

Document 1/189-2/250: "Report on the regional meetings held in Africa since September 2000" was introduced by the BDT Secretariat and endorsed by the meeting.

The delegate of Brazil presented Document 1/224-2/268, which stressed the need to revise the working methods of the ITU-D study groups in order to give better and quicker answers to the needs of the developing countries. The working methods should be more technical and professional, and the Member States should continue to give their advice on the solutions which are suggested to the different problems. The ITU-D study groups' actual working methods should be changed because they do not provide developing countries with the results they are expecting. This situation is not due to the lack of efforts and enthusiasm of the Study Group Secretariat. The working procedures need to be changed and to be adapted to the specificity of the development sector and of the needs of developing countries. It is a mistake to copy the working methods of the other sectors when the goal to achieve, the needs and the problems to solve are completely different. The quality of the results achieved in the development sector must be improved by means of contracting specialized consultants. The funds of the Telecom surplus and voluntary financial contributions could be used. Brazil mentioned the examples of the results achieved with the work of Focus Group 7, for which a consultant was recruited for a limited period of time, with a financial voluntary contribution from Japan. The delegate recognized that each and every situation is to be studied on a case-by-case basis. The financial aspect could be a problem and should be examined in a broader and deeper way. Often the problem in these initiatives is the lack of financial contributions.

The delegate of Telefónica de España agreed with the item of financing put forward by Brazil, as this is probably the most important item in this matter. He found it essential that in a study group, which deals with very important problems in the world of telecommunications, the Sector Members participate. He stressed that private companies do not participate in the activities of the ITU-D study groups because a four‑year study period is too long. He agreed with the need of changing the working methods of the ITU-D study groups.

The representative of Thales Communications agreed that, even if European industries are very interested in the work of the study groups, four years for the production of a report or a handbook is far too long. The handbooks should be updated and published every year. Effectiveness and profitability are very important for the private sector. He agreed on the idea of regrouping the questions in a few items needing urgent answers, like, for example, the new technologies. On the proposal from Brazil to hire consultants and experts, he thought that ITU could answer to the worries expressed in the meeting. These ideas could be clearly expressed in the report of the Chairman of Study Group 1 to the World Telecommunication Development Conference. The question of the languages also merits to be mentioned. The delegate of India agreed with this position.

Some delegations found the proposal presented by Brazil very interesting, and the United States representative asked the BDT Secretariat what is already done by the BDT in the field of partnership in the framework of the various programmes.

The delegate of Mali shared the position and the preoccupations of Brazil, and wondered about the reasons for the lack of interest of the private sector in the work of the ITU-D study groups. He said that the Working Group on Reform proposed a total and radical change in the structure and working methods of the ITU-D study groups, but Recommendation 9 of the Reform Group has generated a large debate because of differing opinions. He stressed that the changes must be focused on the working methods rather than a radical change. He also said that the developing countries are given short notice to solve their problems, and do not obtain the solutions in time. 

Several other delegations shared the philosophy of the document of Brazil, and requested an overview of all the activities of the BDT. It was also pointed out that all the relevant comments and suggestions have to be forwarded to the Working Group on Reform.

Mr. Plesse said that Brazil found much resonance in the meeting. He said that the crucial issue was whether the current study group approach is appropriate to the Development Sector. He said that in the T sector they encourage to get quick replies, but Member States and Sector Members do not agree to introduce the same methods in the D sector. He said that he really wants to achieve the best results. He reminded that these items would be discussed in TDAG in October 2001.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 reminded that the responsibility stays with the study group participants, the Member States and the Sector Members. What can be seen now is the result of the decisions and the work of the same participants who have a critical attitude towards the study groups. He then suggested to take a attitude position and to look for different working methods, more effective and efficient to proceed with the work. He said that the participation of Sector Members is important, but also a professional component is essential. He concluded saying that Document 1/224–2/268 would be examined and commented also by ITU-D Study Group 2, giving the participants a further forum to express their opinions. The meeting took note of the document.

The Chairman, Mr. Gabrielli, introduced Document 1/229: "Proposal on Study Group 1's working methods", pointing out that the study group needs to sent its message regarding its own future to TDAG and to the Conference. Document 1/229 is formulated as a recommendation and contains proposals for the selection of Questions, the preparation of the basic documents and the timeframe to reach the goals.

The delegate of Mali supported the draft recommendation, and made some proposals for amendments, e.g. to delete the reference to the European Union and to fix the study time limit on a case-by-case basis.

The delegation of Spain expressed his agreement with the flexibility given in the treatment of the questions. The Chairman of Study Group 2 in principle agreed to the proposals. He mentioned that the template to submit Questions already exists and covers many of the aspects raised in Document 1/229. He proposed to replace "procedures" by "working methods", and not to fix a time limit of six months. The duration should not be longer than necessary. He agreed to recruit consultants, if necessary. The delegate of Venezuela wondered which impact the practice of hiring consultants for the various Questions would have on the budget of the study groups.

The Vice-Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Plesse, congratulated the Chairman for the paper. However, he regretted that the document was only presented on the last day of the meeting. Document 1/229 is not mentioned in the agenda. He said that he is not in a position to support a resolution tabled in this way. It seems to be a draft resolution, but the word used is "recommends". The document needs to be reviewed. Mr. Plesse mentioned that his delegation had some fundamental remarks and points of disagreement with some of the conclusions. He said that such a critical issue for the future of the study groups cannot be handled in such a quick way. Importance needs to be given to the fact that, if study groups did not deliver the expected outputs, they never received the expected inputs. If the mechanism of the study groups did not work correctly, the study groups and their working procedures must be changed. However, it is premature and not appropriate for the time being to try and finalize a new resolution. Document 1/229 will be mentioned in the minutes of this meeting and transferred to WTDC.

The representative of Lebanon, Mr. Ghazal, said that it is true that the study group has something to say to TDAG and the Conference. He supported the document but observed that it was not on the agenda.

Mr. Kisrawi suggested to present the document to TDAG as his vision after four years' of experience. The problems the study groups are facing relate to how to get the right input and how to accelerate the adoption of the results. If study groups need to pay consultants to obtain results, there is no more need for study groups. He encouraged Mr. Gabrielli to present the document to TDAG. 

The delegate of Mali said that it is the will of everybody to look for ways and means to solve the problems faced by the developing countries. He said that he is open to any proposal. The bad performance of Study Group's work is everybody's fault. He remained perplexed in front of the reactions of colleagues. He preferred to discuss on texts. He supported the document and thought that it should be enriched and distributed.

The delegate of Brazil agreed with the spirit of the document presented by Mr. Gabrielli, but also agreed with the comments made by Mr. Plesse and thought that his remarks should be included in the document. The delegate of the United States wondered how this document is consistent with the activities and the final output of the Group on the structure and working methods.

The delegate of Malta said that the document was a recommendation rather than a resolution. Even if it was not on the agenda of the meeting, there is no harm in discussing it. He suggested to forward the proposal as a recommendation to TDAG for analysis. 

The delegate from Thales (France), Mr. Mège, said that he shared the views of the chairman. He said that finally, study groups did not hide their face. He indicated that reference to the private sector is missing in the text. He agreed to recruit high-level experts for some specific cases. He said that the time limit of four years is too long, and the problem should be stated clearly and objectively.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 said that the intention of the document was to review what the study group had done and produced in eight years of work. As Chairman he felt obliged to give his opinion. He will bring his ideas to other organs, hoping to have a better audience.

The delegate of France said that Document 1/229 had the merit to make clear which are the challenges the study groups need to face. The personal and the official points of view need to be separated. The document is a substantive one and has to be considered although taking decisions at this point of the discussion is premature. He suggested submitting the document to TDAG.

13.
Closure of the meeting

The representative of Venezuela, Ing. Alvin Lezama, reminded that the meeting of Study Group 1 was the last one before the Conference. The timing was right to suggest reforms and changes. He thanked the Chairman, Mr. Gabrielli, for his skilful chairmanship, the BDT Secretariat, the companies from Venezuela which sponsored the meeting, all the staff furnishing technical and professional support, and, last but not least, all delegates from so many countries in the world. He wished a nice trip back home to the delegates who were leaving and a pleasant stay in Caracas to those who were staying for the meeting of Study Group 2.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 thanked Venezuela, and in particular CONATEL, for their hospitality which was highly appreciated. He thanked the Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteurs and acting Rapporteurs, the BDT Secretariat and the support staff such as translators and interpreters. He thanked all participants for their contributions, and declared the fourth meeting of Study Group 1 closed.

Annexes:

Annex 1 - Opening address by the Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Alberto Gabrielli

Annex 2 - Opening Address by the Director of BDT 

Annex 3 - Opening address by Mr. Jesse Chacón, CONATEL

Annex 4 - Agenda of the meeting

Annex 5 - List of Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs

Annex 6 - Final list of documents

Annex 7 - Final list of participants

ANNEX 1

OPENING ADDRESS BY MR ALBERTO GABRIELLI,
CHAIRMAN OF ITU-D STUDY GROUP 1

Meeting of ITU‑D Study Group 1

Caracas, 3 September 2001

Your Excellency, Mr Minister of Infrastructure,
Mr Director of CONATEL,
Mr Director of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Simón Bolívar, the passionate liberator of these lands, knew that it was not enough to liberate a people and dreamt of a free continent.

The destiny of South America would have been different if his augury had become a reality.

Some 200 years later, telecommunications are in a way fulfilling his dream, slowly and step by step.

They are uniting our peoples by way of the certainty of knowledge, which opens the doors of friendship.

All of us, in one way or another, partake here in the utopia of the "Liberator".

Ladies and gentlemen,

Telecommunications prevent today's world from disregarding those who suffer.

If the new technologies have done anything to alleviate hunger, to cure disease and to combat poverty, it has been to show the faces and make audible the cries of those who suffer.

But they are also an essential tool for the material progress and economic growth of those peoples. It is no longer easy to mislead commodity producers as to the value of their crops, nor is the industrial process possible without them.

Those of us assembled here have chosen to commit ourselves to telecommunication development for the benefit of the less advantaged countries.

To that end we have applied ourselves, over the last four years, to drawing up recommendations on universal service, an independent regulatory body, new technologies, models and methods for determining the cost of services and setting tariffs.

We have endeavoured, not always successfully, to create a climate favourable to investment. A study has been made of the impact of the information and communication technologies in remote and rural areas.

We are working to train human resources to administer the reforms introduced in the sector over the last decade.

It was at times very distressing to see the resources slipping through our fingers, like the desert sand, on account of ignorance and sluggishness.

We still have a very long way to go. The gulf between the most affluent peoples who can enjoy all the advantages and services offered by telecommunications, and those who are totally deprived of those things, is growing ever wider.

The resources are scarce, the efforts inadequate. Only through commitment, tenacity and imagination can hope be kept alive.

I know that the future is full of promise, but the challenge is to respond to those who today - at the present time - require solutions.

One very important point I wish to make is that it is not only the countries in need of solidarity that are represented here. We are also being assisted and supported by delegations and companies from the countries which between them account for the biggest accumulation of technological resources and capital of all time.

Their participation in the Development Sector of the International Telecommunication Union is a sign of their willingness to pool their efforts.

Let them be assured that their contribution is most valuable, since without the commitment of the governments and, more importantly, the private sector of the first world, the growth of basic services in the less advantaged countries is impossible.

Our Sector will be embarking on a positive process of reform and transformation, safe in the knowledge that the Director, Mr Touré, will guide it to success in this new phase.

Before concluding, I must thank the rapporteurs and co-rapporteurs and all those who generously devoted their efforts and their time to helping us in our task.

I wish once again to thank the delightful group of people who make up BDT, and my friend the Director, Hamadoun Touré, and his colleagues Fidélia Akpo and Alessandra Pileri, for their unfailing attentiveness, intelligence and efficiency. I cannot forget my Vice‑Chairman, Mr Dietmar Plesse, an indefatigable worker, or my colleague the Chairman of Study Group 2, Mr Nabil Kisrawi. Many thanks to all of you.

There is no denying that frustration and despair have dampened our spirits on more than one occasion, but even though we acknowledge that more could have been done, today we can say that we are satisfied with our work. And we are most grateful to the people and Government of Venezuela for their hospitality.

ANNEX 2

OPENING ADDRESS BY MR HAMADOUN TOURÉ, 
DIRECTOR OF BDT

Meeting of ITU‑D Study Group 1

Caracas, 3 September 2001

Your Excellency, Mr Minister of Infrastructure,
Mr Director-General of CONATEL,
Mr Alberto GABRIELLI, Chairman of Study Group 1,
Dear colleagues and friends,

I wish to welcome all delegations to the native land of Simon Bolivar and, on behalf of the International Telecommunication Union, to thank the Bolavarian Republic of Venezuela for its hospitality.

On behalf of the Secretary‑General of ITU, Mr Utsumi, and in my own name, I wish to express our sincere thanks to the Government of Venezuela, in particular to His Excellency Mr Ismael Hurtado Soucre, Minister of Infrastructure, and Mr Jesse Chacón, Director‑General of CONATEL, for being kind enough to host these two meetings of the ITU‑D study groups, and for the reception and hospitality to which we have been treated since we arrived in this magnificent city of Caracas. The study groups have been holding meetings since 1994, and this is the first time they have been held outside Geneva. We welcome the fact that Latin America, which also hosted the first World Telecommunication Development Conference, is the host region, particularly Venezuela which has unceasingly contributed to telecommunication development and shared its experience within ITU‑D.

We have now reached the end of the second study period of ITU‑D Study Group 1.

This period has been notable for the consideration of the Questions assigned to us by the World Telecommunication Development Conference in Valletta and, in particular, the willingness of Member States and Sector Members to change the working methods of the ITU‑D study groups in order to achieve more tangible results.

I would add that this period has also been one of learning and of challenges.

A period of learning because eight years' experience is very little for getting to grips with all aspects of the workings of an institution like ITU, the oldest in the United Nations system, which has been in existence since 1865.

A period of challenges, because expanding involves meeting challenges at each stage of growth. The study groups of the Development Sector were modelled on those of the Union's other two Sectors. These eight years have enabled us to learn, to mature, to identify our specificities and hence the changes to be made to our working methods. We have to take up the challenge of being like the other Sectors, as a component of the same Union, while at the same time having a separate identity, as the problems to be resolved are not the same.

The positive results achieved in respect of certain Questions are to be welcomed, for example in the case of universal access/service, establishment of an independent regulatory body, the regulatory impact of the phenomenon of telecommunication convergence, tariff issues, promotion of infrastructure and use of the Internet in developing countries, and technology transfer and informatization. Your group is called upon to examine the reports and recommendations submitted on these various Questions.

I also welcome the fact that some reports have already been published before the end of the study period, a considerable improvement compared with the first period.

This will have a positive impact on the discussions concerning reform under way within ITU. Indeed, by acting in this way, we are taking a step towards the objective of adopting texts expeditiously without awaiting the world telecommunication development conference. I also expect you to identify new Questions reflecting the major concerns of the developing world, and to do so prior to WTDC.

The distinctiveness and importance of the study groups lie in the fact that they constitute an ideal forum in which experts from the developed and the developing world, the public and the private sector, compare ideas in order to produce reports, recommendations and handbooks that are as objective as possible; in a nutshell, the study groups are an essential tool for development.

Nevertheless, as I said at the meeting of the ITU Working Group on Reform held in March 2001 in Salvador, Brazil, voices are being raised in many quarters to demand more efficiency in the work of the study groups. We must identify the necessary changes, implement them and fully develop the potential of the study groups. It should be noted that this problem of rapid adjustment to change concerns not only the ITU‑D study groups. It is a problem of the entire Union, a problem of the modern world, i.e. that of responding at all times to the needs of its members.

Moreover, we live in a world where everything is in a state of constant flux, and where only change is permanent.

The Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU‑D study groups has made proposals which will be submitted to TDAG. I welcome the fact that the proposed texts bring some clarity to the terminology and introduce a degree of flexibility in the functioning of the study groups, thus drawing lessons from the past. I am certain that TDAG will examine the group's proposals in the light of the comments of the two study groups of the Development Sector and the conclusions adopted by the ITU Council last July. The key consideration is that we should be prepared to make essential changes, such as:

•
improved impact and improved visibility of results and of their utilization by the beneficiaries;

•
flexible working methods to cope better with changes;

•
faster study of Questions;

•
constant receptiveness to the ideas of the Member States and Sector Members;

•
enhancement of developing country participation in the work;

•
enhanced involvement by the private sector;

•
greater availability of rapporteurs;

•
involvement of the regions in the work, etc.

The ultimate objective is to meet the challenge posed by the speed of change in the telecommunication environment and the need to contribute to bridging the digital divide between developed and developing countries.

This is the last meeting before WTDC‑02 which is to be held in Istanbul, Turkey, from 18 to 27 March 2002. The results of the conference will have an impact on the future of the study groups. Caracas is therefore the ideal forum for exchanging ideas regarding all matters of concern to the study groups.

Let me take this opportunity to thank all the participants for their contributions to the progress of the work. I would also reiterate my gratitude to the rapporteurs who have constantly had to adjust their work schedule in order to be able to devote time to the organization of meetings and the drafting of final texts. In passing, I should like at this point to express warm thanks to all the administrations and Sector Members who were kind enough to second staff for these activities.

Lastly, allow me to express my deep gratitude to you, Alberto. As Chairman of our study group, you have spared no effort to monitor activities throughout the study period. I am also gratified by our personal relationship and by your constant and unstinting advice. Your experience and your wisdom are an asset from which I have regularly derived benefit.

Your meeting agenda is a very heavy one. I invite you to take sound decisions which will help to resolve the issues of priority importance to developing countries as quickly as possible, and to significantly improve the functioning of the study groups. I urge you to challenge us so that together we can plot a brilliant future course for BDT, and more particularly for the ITU‑D study groups.

Before concluding, I should like once again to thank the Venezuelan Administration, the Ministry of Infrastructure, CONATEL, CANTV and TELCEL for the facilities offered, the support staff made available to us and all the other arrangements made to ensure the success of the meeting.

Thank you for your presence, Mr Minister.

Thank you for your presence, Mr Director.

I wish you every success in your work and thank you for your attention.

Thank you very much.
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OPENING ADDRESS BY MR JESSE CHACÓN,
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Meeting of ITU-D Study Group 1

Caracas, 3 September 2001

Mr Hamadoun Touré, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau of the International Telecommunication Union,
Mr Alberto Gabrielli, Chairman of Study Group 1,
Mr Ismael Eliezer Hurtado Soucre, Minister of Infrastructure,
Delegates from ITU Member States and Sector Members,
Representatives of telecommunication sector companies and other national institutions,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to bid you a very warm welcome to my country, Venezuela, on behalf of the National Telecommunication Commission, for the fourth meeting of Study Group 1 in the ITU Development Sector. Our thanks go to BDT for having once again given us the opportunity to host an international meeting, and to the assembled delegates for the effort they have made to participate in the meeting. 

In the course of this week, we shall have the opportunity to exchange our points of view and to discuss 11 Questions of interest, which will enable us to make headway in dealing with the challenge of guaranteeing our people access to and use of the benefits offered by the constant evolution and dynamism of the telecommunication environment.

These meetings take on greater significance if we consider that the results, final reports and draft recommendations to be adopted during these two weeks, on each of the individual Questions, will form part of the discussions at other meetings scheduled for the near future within the Development Sector, such as, in the first instance, the Americas Regional Preparatory Meeting for the World Telecommunication Development Conference to be held next October in Trinidad and Tobago, and the next World Telecommunication Development Conference, an event at which the future of the Development Sector for the next four years will be decided.

In this environment in which our countries are struggling to move forward in preparation for future developments, there are many steps to be negotiated, including the opening up of telecommunications as a means of access to a world of possibilities for users, bearing in mind the importance of regulatory bodies in order to ensure that quality and service go hand in hand.

In this connection and in accordance with the priorities established by the ITU Development Sector, one of the topics we shall be considering is interconnection, a key factor for the development of telecommunication infrastructure and for promoting competition; this offers the opportunity for dialogue between countries as a means of forging practical tools for the application of appropriate regimes in an increasingly competitive market for telecommunication services.

Another issue that will require our attention has to do with the need for independent regulatory regimes and bodies which set standards of impartiality and are directed to the flexible and appropriate regulation of processes, as a means of confronting the new technologies and the convergence of telecommunication services and of promoting a climate favourable to investment.

This approach may help us to address another issue of major concern, which represents one of the greatest challenges for our administrations, namely the importance of universal access/service. This topic gives rise to the following questions: What happens to those persons who have never had any possibility of communicating, even by telephone? Is it right to speak of the advantages offered by technology, when some population groups in our countries have not been given these opportunities? It is no easy task to make headway in our mission of promoting telecommunication service development and provision, by establishing national, regional and local policies independently of the economic and social status and the geographical location of a country's inhabitants. Only by pooling our efforts shall we be able to ensure that telecommunications reach into every corner, thereby contributing to the enrichment and enhancement of our cultures. 

The basic purpose of the meeting will be to pool the efforts and experience of public and private entities on various continents in the search for solutions to shared problems. This is how we conceive of the diligent efforts being made by the Telecommunication Development Bureau of the International Telecommunication Union in order to fulfil its task of narrowing the digital divide between developed and developing countries.

It only remains for me to wish you every success in your deliberations and once again to express our pleasure at being able to receive such distinguished delegates from Africa, Asia, Europe and, of course, our brothers from the Americas, in the hope that you will enjoy the warmth and hospitality that characterize our people.
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