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In the absence of the Rapporteur, Mr Everton (New Zealand), the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 14/1 was chaired by Mr Torres (INICTEL, Peru).

1
Approval of the agenda - documents considered

The agenda contained in Document 1/OJ/11 was approved with a number of amendments. Participants were informed that under item 2, on relevant documents, they would also be considering Documents 1/174(Add.1) and 1/174(Add.2) from INICTEL, Peru, and Document 1/219 from CONATEL, Venezuela. The date and time of the meeting indicated in the agenda also needed to be updated.

2
Study of the relevant input documents (Documents 1/174, 1/174(Add.1), 1/174(Add.2), 1/209 and 1/219)

Document 1/219, which was a progress report on Question 14/1 drawn up by the Rapporteur for that Question, Mr Everton (New Zealand), was introduced by the Chairman, Mr Torres. The document described the work carried out under Question 14/1 during the 2000/2001 period and proposed a work plan for bringing the Question to a conclusion in the 2001/2002 period. He pointed out that the study on indigenous communities could be extended to other population categories such as the poor, young people, women, the handicapped, etc. 

The representative of Costa Rica observed that there were many indigenous peoples in Latin America, and that in his country it was considered very important to continue to respect their cultures and hence their respective languages. The Internet was an effective and useful means of assisting such peoples, but at the same time represented a threat to their unique cultural values.

In response to a question by the representative of India as to who should be responsible for Internet access for indigenous peoples, the Chairman replied that the environments within which such communities were normally to be found were not conducive to such access. Hence the question of providing the necessary infrastructure or Internet access to such communities was linked to that of 

universal access/service. It could generally be stated that universal access/service for indigenous peoples was normally provided with assistance from special funds or from the State. 

The representative of Brazil said that Question 14/1 was of considerable interest to his country, given its large number of indigenous communities. In Brazil, all initiatives relating to indigenous peoples had to be coordinated by FUNAI. The Brazilian regulator, ANATEL, had on several occasions in the past invited FUNAI to participate in work relating to the subject-matter of the Question, but FUNAI had always been very hesitant to participate in international initiatives, considering them to be harmful to the cultural identities of indigenous peoples, which had to be preserved at all costs. Mr De Freitas also informed the meeting that it was the Government of Brazil's intention that all indigenous communities numbering more than 100 inhabitants should have at least one public telephone by the year 2005. The matter was more complicated where the Internet was concerned, since FUNAI, again for reasons of cultural identity, was against introducing the Internet into indigenous communities. 

The representative of BDT pointed to the importance of knowing which services were included under the heading of universal service - only voice telephony or also the Internet?

Document 1/219, which was closely related to Venezuela's document on universal service was introduced by the representative of Venezuela. In Venezuela too, one of the most important considerations when dealing with indigenous communities was to ensure respect for the inherent characteristics and cultural heritage of such peoples.

Document 1/174 and the two addendums thereto were introduced by the Chairman.

3
Adoption of the draft final report and

4
Proposal for a draft Recommendation

The Chairman informed the meeting that there was no draft final report and no draft Recommendation on Question 14/1.

5
Proposals for new or revised Questions

In the absence of any proposed new or revised Question on the subject, the Chairman observed that the meeting would have to decide whether it was worth spending any more time on study of the Question. It was clear from the discussion that a number of countries, including New Zealand, Brazil, Costa Rica, India and Peru, were very interested in the subject. Any proposal for a new or revised Question would need to be submitted to the World Telecommunication Development Conference in 2002. 

6
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC-02

The Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr Gabrielli, ensured the meeting that in his report to WTDC‑02 he would devote a great deal of attention to, and highlight the importance of, the Question relating to indigenous peoples. 

7
Other business

The Chairman informed the meeting that UNESCO had submitted a document relating to Question 16/1, certain aspects of which were of interest in the context of Question 14/1. It was decided to deal with that matter during the discussion on Question 16/1.

P:\ENG\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\R\000\036E.WW9 (128522)
05.09.01
05.09.01
P:\ENG\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\R\000\036E.WW9 (128522)
05.09.01
05.09.01

