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1.
Relevant documents

	Document 1/187
	Draft Final Report on ITU-D Question 10/1

	Document 1/194
	National radio/video monitoring system

	Document 1/197
	The digitalization of terrestrial radio and television broadcasting in France (Conseil supérieur de l'audiovisuel)

	Document 1/199
	Super Regulator

	Document 1/218
	How to diminish the impact of regulation in a climate of free competition. Case of Venezuela


2.
Adoption of agenda

Document 1/OJ/009-E was approved with the addition of documents 1/199 and 1/218 under item 2.

3. 
Study of relevant input documents

i)
Document 1/218 was introduced by the Venezuelan Delegation. It provided information on the Venezuelan experience regarding the regulation of telecommunications services, taking into consideration the impact of convergence. The document also referred to regulatory instruments and the introduction of new technologies which have legal consequences. The document was noted.

ii)
Document 1/197 was introduced by Thales Communications (France) , but document 1/197 which was introduced at a previous meeting was not introduced again. Document 1/197 described measures taken by the French audiovisual  regulator with respect to the introduction of terrestrial digital television broadcasting in France. Matters such as content, multiplex technical management, technical broadcasting, access to programmes and services and the economics of the system were covered. The French Delegation then provided clarification on procedures regarding the award of licences in France. The document was noted.

4.
Adoption of Draft Final Report

The Chairman then introduced document 1/187, the Draft Final Report on Question 10/1. In his introduction, the Chairman indicated that in the last year no significant information was received for introduction in the report. Nevertheless, the document has been updated. The main thrust of the report is the identification of the most appropriate regulatory framework for dealing with convergence in the global village and the need to avoid situations of excessive regulatory intervention in the area of converging services. The main focus should now be on:

a) removal of regulatory barriers to convergence;

b) creation of new and lighter regulatory tools for broadband services;

c) support to private investment policies and to the dynamics of the competitive market;

d) reduction of the level of regulatory intervention, both for new and traditional services.

The Chairman then requested comments regarding the following questions:

a) Should the study of this Question continue?

b) Should the Question be more focused?

c) What revisions or modifications are required?

He also indicated that no recommendation has been drafted, since the Question was very general and generic Recommendations might risk having a negative impact on interested parties.

The Brazilian Delegation gave examples of the impact of convergence in Brazil and suggested that work on this Question be continued.

The Indian Delegation sought clarification on convergence issues since India was now dealing with the subject and background information was required.

The Costa Rican Delegation suggested that study of this Question should continue and subjects such as new technologies including mobile services, optical fibre systems and submarine cables be included.

The Delegation of France mentioned the regulatory situation in France and the need to have an equitable environment for competition. This should be facilitated by the legal framework. In this regard, some modifications were foreseen for the document. The Chairman agreed to have suitable modifications.

The Delegation of the United States stated appreciation for the work done so far and suggested that a cautious approach be taken to this subject. They supported a transition period using asymmetric regulations and also supported a regulatory framework based on simple, transparent and flexible rules which can be easily adapted to changes.

There was also concern with respect to the evaluation of the relation between spectrum management and technologies in the mobile sector and modifications were suggested to the relevant text. Modifications were also suggested with respect to the reference made to the US 1996 Telecommunications Act. The Chairman agreed to these suggestions.

The document was adopted, pending the modifications that were suggested.

5.
Proposals for a draft recommendation

The Chairman reiterated that there was no draft recommendation to be considered.

6. 
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC-02

No interim activities were foreseen.

7.
Any other business

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting but agreed to accept suggested modifications to the Draft Final Report.

__________
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