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1.
General remarks

The Rapporteur´s Group for Question 6/1 met on 5 September 2001 in Caracas under the chairmanship of Mr. H. Landgraf, Germany. The group is still without Rapporteur. The acting Rapporteur Mr. R. Kustra, Argentina was not able to attend the meeting.

2.
Approval of agenda (Document 1/OJ/006)

The Chairman called the meeting to order and proposed that documents 1/220 and 1/228 be added to item 3. He also proposed the deletion of item 4 and the re-numbering of the following items. With these modifications the agenda was adopted.

3. 
Current status of work

The Chairman indicated that there was no draft recommendation and no draft report available. He summarized the previous activities undertaken by Study Group 1 in dealing with this Question.

4. 
Study of relevant input documents

Document 1/220 (CONATEL, Venezuela)
Interconnection: Venezuela’s experience with the opening of basic telephone services

This information document highlighted Venezuela’s efforts in regulating the telecommunication sector, with particular emphasis on interconnection issues. It included information on the legal instruments, activities of the regulatory body (CONATEL), opening of the market, interconnection issues and economic conditions. Participants expressed their support for this document that provided valuable information for developing countries. The Chairman said, that the German Regulatory Authority prepared a provisional translation into English but he apologised for the absence of the French version of this document. After request from some delegates the BDT assured participants that it would be available on the ITU web page. The document was noted.

Document 1/181 (Guinea)
Contribution to the study of Question 6/1

This document provided an overview of the situation in Guinea in respect of the liberalization of the telecommunications sector and the associated interconnection problems.

Document 1/196 (Meeting of the African Expert Groups, Maputo, May 2001)
Interconnection

This document provided a summary of the meeting of the African Group Meeting, held in Maputo, Mozambique, from 16 to 18 May 2001. It highlighted problems faced by some governments and telecommunication operators, especially in the area of interconnection. There was significant discussion on this document, given its importance. Some countries indicated that they would wish to have ITU assistance in dealing with interconnection problems, but the method of achieving this was not clear. It was also pointed out that this issue was also under consideration in other areas of the ITU, including ITU-T Study Group 3.

Document 1/228 (India)
Interconnection – India’s proposal

Delegates were pleased with the information contained in the document. Some also expressed their view that ITU should assist them to solve their problems with regard to interconnection. The Chairman proposed to discuss this document together with documents 1/181 and 1/196 under the item ‘Proposal for a revised or new Question’.

5. 
Proposals for a revised or new Question
The Chairman proposed that the study of issues related to interconnection should continue. Taking into account the regulatory and technical aspects of interconnection in multi-operator/multi-services environment he recommends to establish a joint group composed of experts from both ITU-D Study Groups. To establish such a group terms of reference are needed. A small working group should develop the terms of reference, including mandate, working methods and time frame. These terms of reference will be annexed to the report of this meeting
.

However, the issue of interconnection pricing and cost accounting methodologies should be considered in the follow-up of Question 12/1 and in ITU-T Study Group 3.

After a short discussion the Chairman’s proposal was accepted.

6. Interim activities, if any, before WTDC-02

No activities were foreseen.

7.
Any other business

There was no other business.

� 	Meanwhile, the annex to Document 1/REP/031 has become Document 1/230-2/276 + revisions, which is available on the Web at the following address:�http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_1998-2002/SG1/Documents/DocList.html
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