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Documents considered

Document 1/173
Draft final report on Question 15/1

Document 1/225
Technology achievement index (UNDP)

In the absence of the rapporteur, Mr Trimech (Tunisia), the meeting was chaired by the co‑rapporteur, Mr Torres (INICTEL, Peru).

1
Adoption of the agenda

The agenda in Document 1/OJ/005 was approved.

2, 3 and 4
Current work status; Adoption of the draft final report (Doc. 1/173); Study of the relevant input documents (Doc. 1/225)

The final report on Question 15/1 had been finalized by the rapporteur, Mr Trimech, and was submitted to the meeting as Document 1/173.

The Chairman, Mr Torres, introducing the document, recalled that a first version of the report had already been presented at the meeting of the ITU-D study groups the previous year. In the course of discussion at that meeting a number of comments had been made: it had been requested that the size of the document be slightly reduced and it had been pointed out that the two chapters constituting the report were closely interrelated. As a consequence, the current version of the report as it appeared in Document 1/173, was 15 pages shorter than the first version and was structured in a single chapter, containing an introduction and five sections.

Mr Torres highlighted a number of aspects of the report, such as the need to raise the awareness of public authorities so that they would adopt the policy of promoting ICT development, to which end, inter alia, emphasis must be given to human resources development in ICTs, training the population - in particular teachers and students - in the use of ICTs, considering the application of measures to 

reduce the cost of imported equipment, such as the World Trade Organization's Information Technology Agreement (ITA), and computerization of public administrations.

The representative of Thales Communications, Mr Mège from France, after praising the document as a valuable source of information, made a number of comments on the report and suggested the following amendments to the text:

1)
On page 5 of the English version, under § 2.1.2, "Issues", the phrase "are luxuries, rather low social priorities …" should be replaced by "… are necessities which substantially contribute to the development of countries, including health and education".
2)
On page 6 of the English version, in the last bullet point, "radio frequencies" should be added between the brackets as an example of scarce resources.

3)
Also on page 6, in the third line of the paragraph following the last bullet point, the word "required" should be replaced by the word "recommended". That correction only applies to the French and Spanish versions of the document.

4)
On page 7 of the English version, the whole of the final paragraph referring to the UNDP report should be updated using recent data. Also, the final sentence of that paragraph should be replaced by the following sentence: "The Human Development Report 2001 has taken into account the linkage between the human development index (HDI) and telecommunication growth, through the establishment of a technology achievement index (TAI) which provides an overview of countries' progress in respect of the design and diffusion of these technologies, as well as the acquisition of the necessary human resources for the implementation of the new technologies (see Annex XX)".

5)
On page 16 of the English version, in § 3.1 under "the example of Tunisia", it should be indicated that Tunisia currently also has a regulatory body.

6)
On page 19 of the English version, under § 3.3.1, "multinational corporations", in the fourth indent, the ISO 9000 standard should be mentioned among the quality standards.

It was proposed that Document 1/225 by Thales Communications be added as an annex to the final report, and that reference be made to the UNDP report.

The representative of Benin congratulated the rapporteur on his very interesting and valuable report, and pointed to a number of key points for developing countries. His comments are set out in Annex 1 hereto.

The representative of China highlighted that technology transfer and informatization were very important topics which are being addressed by a number of ministries in China. In Asia, many of the countries of the region, including China, were reaping the benefits of technology transfer. He offered to send up-to-date statistics on the example of China.

The delegate of Brazil said that technology transfer was one of the most important factors for developing countries. He mentioned that incubators enabled the birth of small companies involved in research development in universities. He requested that the bibliography in the final report include the document that had been presented the previous year by the Brazilian delegation on technology transfer and the TEKASYS system (Document 1/162).

The delegate of Costa Rica proposed that the word "informatics" be replaced by the word "telematics" in the first paragraph of § 2.1.1 on page 5, as that definition corresponded more accurately to the term in question.

It was agreed to include in the final report the suggestions by Thales Communications, Brazil and Costa Rica. China was requested to send statistical data on the country and it was agreed to include Document 1/225 by Thales in annex to the final report.

5 and 6
Proposal for a draft recommendation and proposals for a revised or new Question

These agenda items were not taken up, there being no documents on the subject.

7
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC-02

The BDT secretariat, in collaboration with the rapporteur, Mr Trimech and the co-rapporteur, Mr Torres, would update the report to incorporate the suggestions made during the meeting.

8
Other business

There was no other business.

Annex 1

Comments by the delegate of Benin

Infrastructure policy in the least developed countries (LDCs), and especially in the African countries, is such that an extremely diverse range of technologies are used, resulting in obvious difficulties in the operation and maintenance of networks and links. This observation is valid on the national level, but also, and most significantly, at the inter-State and subregional level. The main problem arising from this is the inoperability of interfaces, with the immediate consequence that it is impossible to interconnect neighbouring States.

As a result, the opportunities in terms of traffic and transit which do exist cannot be exploited, and the traffic is alternatively routed, obviously resulting in a loss of hard currency and revenue for the States concerned.

Owing to this drain on traffic and the consequent loss of revenue, the return on investment in equipment becomes a problem, with the obvious result that those countries are never able to attain self‑financing of investments in equipment, even in what is a profitable sector.

This concern was expressed at the WTDC preparatory meeting held in Yaounde in May 2001, and a recommendation was made with a view to establishing universally recognized subregional bodies for the States in question, the prime function of which would be to provide guidelines on technological choices.

In my view, such an arrangement would offer a number of advantages:

1)
It would stimulate collaboration between States, with a view to attaining a degree of harmonization of technological choices or options,

2)
Given that technology transfer is also aimed at the creation and development of local industries, it could constitute a springboard for the establishment of such industries, whose cost‑effectiveness would be guaranteed given that the consumer market would be well‑defined and assured, thus offering a fertile environment for technology transfer.
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