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1.
Relevant documents

	Document 1/185
	Draft final report on ITU-D Question 13/1

	Document 1/223
	Draft recommendation on the promotion and use of multilingualism and universal access to cyberspace and report by the Director-General of UNESCO

	Document 1/214
	The Venezuelan experience in the use of telecommunications in the education sector


1. 
Approval of agenda (Document1/OJ/004)

The Chairman called the meeting to order and presented the draft agenda for the meeting.

Under item 3, documents 1/214 and1/223 were added. The draft agenda was adopted with these modifications.

2.
Consideration of the remaining parts of the draft final report - Draft Final Report on ITU-D Question 13/1: Promotion of infrastructure and use of Internet in developing countries (Document 1/185)
The Chairman introduced the document, indicating that Question 13/1 originally was composed of five parts, but at the Study Group 1 meeting in September 2000 it was decided to separate Part IV and Part V and prepare these for publication. These parts have been published and are available from the ITU. Consequently, the document under consideration did not address these sections but instead dealt with the other three aspects of this question which were assigned to the Rapporteurs Group.

Question 13/1 has its origin at the World Telecommunication Development Conference held in Malta in 1998. Its main goal is to provide a set of guidelines and recommendations to government officials and other policy-makers which would assist them in developing telecommunications regulations and policies that will promote Internet infrastructure development an developing and least developed countries.

The three main tasks assigned to the Rapporteur’s Group were:

Task 1: 
Guidelines for creating a policy environment that fosters the development of Internet infrastructure;

Task 2:

Sampling of technological options available to achieve Internet build out;

Task 3:

Suggestions on how to best build human capacity for technical expertise in the private sector and among developing country officials.

During the discussion that followed the following points emerged.

a)
Some countries had difficulties with respect to the treatment of competition, since in some cases this was contrary to their Constitution. Suitable modifications were introduced which were satisfactory for all delegations.

b)
The question of universal access had text which created difficulties for some countries in the context of government programs. Suitable modifications were made.

c) 
With respect to the possible technology aspects, the meeting agreed to delete the reference to meteor burst communications. It was also agreed to modify the definition of GSM to match the one used in the new technologies handbook produced in relation to Question 16/2 and also to add a reference to the Handbook on New Services and New Technologies (Question 16/2) in the Appendix to the Report.

d)  
Regarding the appendix to the Report, it was agreed that references and Web sites should be included regarding the World Telecommunications Policy Forum and the Handbook on Question 16/2.

e)  
Questions also arose regarding certain definitions, including “rural” and “remote”, but the meeting decided that these would be dealt with in Study Group 2.

The group then adopted this document in its modified form.

3.
Study of the relevant input documents

i)
The Venezuelan experience in the use of telecommunications in the education sector (Document 1/214)

This information document provided a summary of measures taken by Venezuela in the use of new technologies in human resources development. These included the establishment of infocentres, Bolivarian centres and virtual libraries. Information was also included on hardware, technical studies and the financing of these activities. The meeting felt that this was a very useful information document that would be of use to other countries. In addition it was recommended that this document be included in future discussions on Question 16/2. The Rapporteur agreed to transmit this document to Question 16/2.

ii)
Draft Recommendation on the promotion and use of multilingualism and universal access to cyberspace and report by the Director-General (Document 1/223)

This UNESCO information document provided information on actions being undertaken by UNESCO. The draft non-binding recommendation included is to be submitted to the UNESCO General Conference to be held in Paris from 15 October to 3 November 2001. It is expected that discussions at that meeting regarding this document could provide inputs for the World Summit on the Information Society. This document was noted by the meeting.

4.
Proposals for a draft recommendation

There were no proposals for a draft recommendation

5.
Proposals for a revised new question

There were no proposals.

6.
Interim activities for a revised new Question

No interim activities were identified.

7. 
Any other business

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
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