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In the absence of the Rapporteur for Question 12/1, Mr Fontaine, the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 12/1 was chaired by Mr Tsalkovitch from the French delegation.

1
Adoption of the agenda

The agenda, as set out in Document 1/OJ/003, was approved.

2
Report of the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 12/1 
(19‑20 October 2000) (Document 1/210)

The Chairman briefly introduced Document 1/210 containing the report of the Rapporteur Group meeting on Question 12/1 held in Geneva on 19 and 20 October 2000. A representative of the French delegation pointed out that the final report on the Question had been discussed at the October meeting, where it had been decided to add a new Chapter 7 in the body of the report on pricing of scarce resources, meaning in this case the radio-frequency spectrum. The October meeting had also decided that a draft Recommendation should be developed on spectrum pricing and that the definition of Question 12/1 should be updated for submission to the forthcoming WTDC‑02.

3
Study of relevant input documents (Documents 1/184, 1/188 and 1/203)

In the absence of the delegation of Pakistan, the Chairman briefly introduced Document 1/184 setting out in annex the tariff model developed by Pakistan.

The Chairman then introduced Document 1/188 submitted by BDT on a method for determining tariffs and rates for national and international telephone services. As the author of the document was not present at the meeting, the Chairman proposed that the document be noted; it will be discussed in detail during subsequent work on Question 12/1.

The representative of Cuba, supported by India, stressed that the document was an extremely important one and asked whether the software on which the model was based was available. The Chairman replied that the BDT official responsible for the matter was Mr Pape Touré, to whom such inquiries should be directed.

Document 1/203 by BDT describing activities carried out and to be carried out before the end of the year by Mr Pape Touré's unit was introduced by the secretariat.

4
Consideration and approval of the draft final report (Document 1/146(Rev.1))

Introducing Document 1/146(Rev.1), the Chairman reminded the meeting that the text had already been submitted to the study groups at their 2000 meeting; he thus focused on the changes made since then. A new Chapter 7 had been added in the report to cover pricing of scarce resources, meaning in this case the electromagnetic spectrum. The report concluded with proposals which may be interpreted as guidelines.

The draft final report was approved without change.

5
Adoption of three draft Recommendations (Document 1/134(Rev.2))

Document 1/134(Rev.2) was introduced by Chairman. It contained three draft Recommendations, on the following subjects: 1) models and methods to determine the cost of national telecommunication services; 2) tariff rebalancing and cost-orientated tariffs; and 3) taking into account spectrum costs in setting telecommunication service tariffs.

Following comments by Brazil, India and the Central African Republic, the Chairman invited delegates to propose amendments to the texts of the Recommendations in writing. Proposals were put forward during the lunch break, and the texts, as amended, were issued as Document 1/134(Rev.3), which would be taken up in Plenary once delegates had received all three language versions.

The representative of the United States, supported by Germany, said that in her delegation's view Recommendation 3 was premature; she proposed that a liaison statement be sent to ITU‑T Study Group 3.

The representative of Thales Communications said that the subject in question was already covered by the Working Group on WTDC‑98 Resolution 9.

In conclusion, it was therefore decided to delete draft Recommendation 3.

6
Adoption of draft new Question 12/1 (Document 1/171)

Document 1/171, setting out draft new Question 12/1, was introduced by the Chairman.

The secretariat recalled that during discussions on Question 7/1 the Rapporteur Group had decided to refer two issues - analysis of externalities and the trigger clause for universal service - should be transferred to Question 12/1. Those aspects would be incorporated in the new Question to be submitted to WTDC‑02. The delegate of Germany pointed out that during discussions on Question 6/1, it had been decided that some aspects of the Question on interconnection should probably be transferred to Question 12/1.

The delegation of the United States requested that the phrase "including spectrum aspects" be deleted from the title of the new Question. Following a comment by the delegates of Mauritania and India emphasizing the importance of economic aspects of the spectrum for developing countries, the delegate of Germany, supported by the United States, proposed that the phrase at issue be placed in square brackets. As a result of informal consultations during the break, a consensus was reached and the phrase "including spectrum aspects" was removed from the wording of Question 12/1. The United States delegation stated that economic aspects of the spectrum was an important subject and should be addressed under Question 12/1. Liaison statements would be prepared in order to specify what Study Group 1 expected from the studies being carried out by ITU‑T and ITU‑R on the subject.

7
Analysis of replies to the questionnaire on tariffs (Document 1/206)

Document 1/206, containing a list of the countries that had replied to the second questionnaire on tariffs sent in 2001, was introduced by the secretariat. The document gave the address of the website where all the replies had been posted in the relevant database.

The meeting took note of the document.

8
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC‑02

The Chairman noted that no interim activities were planned for WTDC‑02.

9
Other business

There was no other business.
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