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The Chairman of the Study Group began the meeting by introducing the Rapporteur, Mr Roberto Pérez from Movicom Argentina.

1
Approval of the agenda (Document 1/OJ/2)

Mr Pérez presented the draft agenda of the meeting, pointing out that Document 1/215, which existed only in Spanish, should be added to the documents referred to under item 3. The draft agenda was approved without modification.

2
Report of the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 7/1, held on 12 and 13 March 2001 (Document 1/211)

The Rapporteur introduced Document 1/211, which was the report of the most recent meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 7/1, which had been held in Geneva on 12 and 13 March 2001.

The Study Group 1 meeting in 2000 had approved the final report on the Question with a number of editorial remarks. That report, in its final form, would appear as an ITU publication in September 2001.

Of the three subject areas which had remained pending, namely 1) new sources or forms of financing for universal service, 2) analysis of externalities, and 3) the trigger clause, the March 2001 meeting had decided to transfer the latter two topics to Question 12/1, which dealt with national telecommunication costs and tariffs. Regarding the first topic, on new sources or forms of financing, the March meeting had had before it Document 1/RGQ7/22, which constituted a point of departure for possible future work on the Question.

The March meeting had also decided to draw up a Recommendation on universal service and a proposed new Question for the subsequent study period. The two documents, drawn up respectively by Mr Plesse (Germany) and Mr Chabi Mama Guia (Benin) were available as Documents 1/172 and 1/192, respectively, and would be dealt with under other items of the agenda.

3
Study of the relevant input documents (Documents 1/179, 1/202 and 1/215)

Documents 1/179 and 1/202 were introduced by the delegate of Mali, who explained that the two contributions were an update of a document already presented in 1999. In particular, Document 1/202 dealt with the matter of gender in relation to universal service/access. The participants noted those contributions.

Document 1/215, which was available only in Spanish, was introduced by the delegate of Venezuela and noted by the meeting. 

4
Adoption of a draft Recommendation on universal service policies (Document 1/172)

The draft Recommendation contained in Document 1/172 was introduced by Mr Plesse, who explained that the Recommendation was the result of the conclusions contained in the report on the Question.

Following a number of questions and comments on the draft Recommendation from, among others, India, Mali, BDT, France, the United States and UNESCO, Mr Plesse undertook to draw up a new text that would take all the comments made into account. That new text was available as Document 1/172(Rev.1).

5
Proposals for new or revised Questions (Document 1/192)

Document 1/192, containing a proposed text for a new Question on universal access/service for the next study period, was introduced by the delegate of Benin.

The delegate of Germany asked whether the matter of universal service was to be considered on a regional basis, and asked for clarification regarding the proposal that study of the Question be continued through the examination of case studies. Other delegations, including India and Mali, agreed with the Rapporteur on the appropriateness of dealing with the subject on a general basis and not in the form of regional studies.

The Rapporteur, having listened to the various comments and suggestions made by delegates, undertook to summarize the various positions in a new document. The new proposal was available as Document 1/192(Rev.1).

6
Interim activities, if any, before WTDC‑02

The proposed new Question will be submitted to the world conference in March 2002, following the introduction of editorial amendments by the secretariat.

7
Other business

No document was discussed under this item of the agenda.
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