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________

The Rapporteur’s Group on Question 14/1 met on 14 September 2000 under the chairmanship of the Rapporteur, Mr. Graeme Everton.

Approval of the Agenda

The agenda contained in Document 1/OJ/011 was approved by the meeting.

Study of the relevant input documents

Documents 1/130 and 1/131 were presented in a precedent session by the BDT Secretariat and were therefore not presented again during the meeting.

Discussion of the interim report

Mr. Everton presented Document 1/143, which he divided in two parts: 

1) Work done on the question for the period 1999/2000.

2) Work plan for the period 2000/2001.

Mr. Everton explained that he took over the position of Senior Rapporteur from Mr. Grant Thomas of Canada, who could not continue in his position due to other work commitments. Mr Thomas has moved to become the Associate Rapporteur.

Question 14/1 was originally proposed at the Malta Conference by the delegation of New Zealand. It followed on from a previous Study Question 1/1 which looked at the economic importance to the development of the indigenous people, while the new Question 14/1 widened the parameters to include the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity.

In the study of the Question it was proposed that particular attention be paid to indigenous people who have become the minority culture in their country of origin or homeland. 

As little progress had been made on the Question over the last period it was suggested that work initially focus on the experiences of the Maori of New Zealand. 

The following work plan was divided in five main sections:

Administration/Operation, Research, Promotion, Partnership and Funding.

Answering to an observation from the delegate of Maldives, who said that the Question seemed to focus only on the Maori people, the Rapporteur replied that this was not his intent and that it was expected that the outcomes of the research would apply to many people or groups. This would be seen in the next study period where an effort would be made to balance the amount of research done in New Zealand with research done internationally.

The delegate of Peru said that his country has special programmes to help minorities and disabled people he would be happy to contribute to the Study Question.

Future Work programme

The Rapporteur continued with the second part of Document 1/143, containing the future work programme for the period 2000/2001. He said that the work plan was a bit aggressive in order to make up the time that had been lost in the last two years.

The work plan is based on the same structure as the previous work period, and will include the publication of five books on indigenous people and the organization of an indigenous information technology and telecommunications meeting in New Zealand.

A communication strategy will be developed that will include Web based communication with all interested parties in the Question.

Answering a question from the delegate of Malta who asked if disabled people were included in the study, Mr. Everton said that at the moment the focus of the Question was on indigenous minorities, but that in the future the study could be widened to include other minorities and groups who experienced similar problems and needed assistance. It was expected that the principles identified in the Question would apply to other minority groups.

The delegate of Malta suggested that contributions be requested from National Health Organizations and from the World Health Organization.

The delegate of Samoa suggested that the Question also include indigenous populations that do not constitute minorities in their countries. 

Mr. Everton observed that there is not much information available on indigenous people and that all contributions will be welcome and considered in the study.

The Chairman of Study Group 1 congratulated Mr. Everton for the work done and the enthusiasm.

The Rapporteur thanked Mr. Gabrielli and closed the meeting.
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