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Main results

The Working Group on Question 11/1 met from 1100 to 1230 hours on Thursday, 14 September 2000 in order to consider Documents 1/130, 1/131, 1/141, 1/161 and 1/162. In the absence of a rapporteur, the meeting was chaired by Mr Diadié Touré (Mali), Vice-Chairman for Africa.

Documents 1/130 and 1/131

Documents 1/130 and 1/131 are information documents describing two recent BDT publications, "Trends in telecommunication reform - 1999" and the "Handbook on sector reform - 1995", respectively. Since the documents had already been introduced at previous meetings, the group did not consider it necessary to revisit them.

Document 1/162

Brazil said that Document 1/162 was intended more specifically for Question 15/1, but that in its opinion low-cost dissemination of knowledge and the promotion of business incubators were also factors that encouraged investment.

Document 1/141

In Document 1/141, Mauritania described the instruments adopted by the country's authorities which had now generated marked interest on the part of investors. Refinement of the legal and judiciary frameworks, consolidation of reform of the financial sector, gradual state withdrawal from the commercial sectors, the establishment of a regulatory framework ensuring healthy and fair competition, all within a rationalized national institutional environment, were the main success factors.

Document 1/161

In Contribution 1/161, Mali confirmed the crucial importance of the quality of the institutional, judiciary and legal frameworks and of the establishment of an autonomous and independent regulatory body among the factors liable to encourage investment. The document also identified various methods of financing that could be applied in different situations and different fields.

The documents prompted the following questions:

•
How could one promote incentive measures to develop investment in rural telecommunications?

•
What about total independence of the regulatory body?

•
Which of political stability and profitability was the most conducive factor for investment?

After answering the above questions, the Chairman asked the group whether or not study of Question 11/1 needed to be pursued during the next study period.

The group considered that it would be useful to ascertain whether there was any information on the subject within BDT and, if so, present that information at the next meeting; in addition, it suggested that a document be submitted subsequently to TDAG drawing attention to the lack of contributions on the question.

Future work programme

The group ultimately decided to prepare a draft report, with the assistance of BDT, reflecting the documents by Mauritania and Mali and any information that might be gleaned from documents in the possession of BDT. The draft report will be posted on the Web or circulated by e-mail for comment before being submitted to the next meeting. A report to TDAG will be drafted on that basis.

____________

P:\ENG\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\R\000\021E.WW9
14.09.00
14.09.00
(112997)

P:\ENG\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\R\000\021E.WW9
14.09.00
14.09.00
(112997)


