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The Rapporteur Group on Question 7/1 met on 11 and 12 September 2000.
1
Approval of the agenda

The agenda set out in Document 1/OJ/002 was approved, subject to a change in the order of the items, to address item 5 (Discussion and approval of the draft final report) before item 3 (Study of the relevant input documents).

2
Status of work

Mr Roberto Pérez, Rapporteur for Question 7/1, introduced Document 1/124 containing the report of the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 7/1 (Madrid, 24-25 February 2000). The most important part of the document was the draft structure of the final report on Question 7/1, which had been approved by the meeting.

3
Discussion and approval of the draft final report

The Rapporteur introduced Document 1/115 (Draft final report on Question 7/1) in detail. The document comprised six chapters covering the items identified in the draft structure of the final report, plus a section relating to the future plan of action and an analysis of replies received to the questionnaire on universal service distributed by BDT.

The outstanding topics for future study in 2001 were:

•
Income from economic externalities.

•
Alternative contributions to financing.

•
Analysis of the application of a trigger clause for the tripping of subsidy mechanisms.

Several participants took the floor to congratulate the Rapporteur on the excellent work accomplished and to formulate comments and suggestions on the content of the report.

The draft final report was approved in general, although some participants requested a little more time to submit written comments on specific points in the report, pertaining only to matters of form.

The Rapporteur said he would welcome any comments and written suggestions on the draft final report and invited participants to submit their contributions to the BDT secretariat within one week, i.e. by Monday 18 September 2000, so that the report could be finalized taking into account all comments.

The draft final report contained four addenda reflecting the situation in terms of universal service in the different regions of the world. The addenda, which had been drawn up on the basis of the replies to the BDT questionnaire on universal service, were introduced by the authors.

Document 1/115(Add.1): Universal service: countries in the Africa region, was introduced by the delegate of Mali.

Document 1/115(Add.2): Universal service: situation in the Americas region, was introduced by the representative of Telefónica Argentina.

Document 1/115(Add.3): Le service universal en France, was introduced by the delegate of France.

Document 1/115(Add.4): Universal access/service in the Asia and Asia-Pacific region, was introduced by the delegate of Sri Lanka.

4
Study of the relevant input documents

The following documents were introduced by their authors:

•
Document 1/103: Universal access/service in Niger, introduced by the delegate of Niger.

•
Document 1/114: Case study: universal access/service, introduced by the delegate of Zambia. The document had been prepared the previous year, and the delegate of Zambia undertook to update it.

•
Document 1/121: The current status of reforms in the telecommunication sector in Samoa and the effect on ITU‑D Questions 6/1 and 7/1 (interconnection and universal service), introduced by the delegate of Samoa.

•
Documents 1/130 and 1/131 had been introduced at a previous rapporteur meeting.

•
Document 1/132: Sri Lanka scenario relating to universal access/service, introduced by the delegate of Sri Lanka.

•
Document 1/133: Building of telecentres to provide universal access to telecommunication and information services in rural and remote areas, introduced by the delegate of Bulgaria.

•
Document 1/152: Mise en oeuvre d'un accès au service universel des télécommunications au Burkina Faso, introduced by the delegate of Burkina Faso.

5
Analysis of the replies to the questionnaire

This agenda item was covered under consideration of the final report on Question 7/1 and the addenda thereto.

6
Identification of items requiring further study

The meeting agreed on the following outstanding topics for study over the next year:

•
Income from economic externalities.

•
Alternative contributions to financing.

•
Analysis of the application of a trigger clause for the tripping of subsidy mechanisms.

7
Future work programme

The meeting decided that the final report would be published is its current form, subject to incorporation by the Rapporteur of any editorial amendments that participants proposed and submitted by 18 September 2000.

Several delegations requested that a distinction be drawn in the report within the least developed country category, in order to highlight the case of countries with a telephone penetration of less than 1%.

The meeting also requested that the final report should contain a list of definitions of concepts referred to in the text (e.g. universal service, universal access, etc.) from different sources, in addition to those already given (from BDT).

The final report should also contain a concluding chapter summarizing the Rapporteur Group's conclusions and suggestions on the subject.

Last but not least, several delegations emphasized the importance, in respect of such a crucial subject as universal access/service, of developing Recommendations for submission to the next WTDC.

When completed, the final version of the report will be published on the web to enable participants to read it one last time prior to its official publication. The final version will include as Addendum 5 the case studies introduced and detailed in § 4 above.

It was proposed that a meeting of the Rapporteur Group should be held, possibly before the end of 2000, in order to complete analysis of the three outstanding topics and perhaps develop draft Recommendations for the next meeting of the study group and for WTDC.
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