- 4 -

ITU-D/1/REP/16(Rev.1)-E

	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
	

	TELECOMMUNICATION
DEVELOPMENT BUREAU

ITU-D STUDY GROUPS
	Document 1/REP/016(Rev.1)-E
9 February 2001
Original: French

	
THIRD MEETING OF STUDY GROUP 1: GENEVA, 11 - 15 SEPTEMBER 2000
THIRD MEETING OF STUDY GROUP 2: GENEVA, 18 - 22 SEPTEMBER 2000


[image: image1.wmf]
FOR ACTION
Question 13/1: 
Promotion of infrastructure and use of the Internet in developing countries

STUDY GROUP 1
SOURCE:
CHAIRMAN OF THE FOCUS GROUP ON QUESTION 13/1

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE RAPPORTEUR GROUP FOR QUESTION 13/1 (GENEVA, 12 SEPTEMBER 2000)

________

1
Summary of work

1.1
Organization of work and introduction of documents

Mr Dietmar Plesse, Chairman of the Focus Group on Question 13/1, opened the meeting and proposed an amendment to the agenda, which was unanimously accepted by the participants.

Sri Lanka introduced Document 1/160, which provided an overview of the situation and development of the Internet in Sri Lanka. Access was very difficult in rural areas and only 2 per cent of GDP was invested in the telecommunication sector, whereas more than 22 per cent would be necessary in order to meet demand. Therefore, the main engine for growth would have to be the private sector - both national and international.

Document 1/116 was introduced for information, relating to TSB's decision to allocate on a trial basis an E.164 country code for IP telephony to Telekom Austria at the request of that operator.

Document 1/130 "Trends in telecommunication reform 1999" was also introduced for information. Interestingly, it had been discovered that, despite increasing competition between Internet providers, prices charged to users remained very high on account of the lack of competition or insufficient competition in the supply of leased lines.

The Chairman of the Focus Group introduced the progress report on Question 13/1 set out in Document 1/147, expressing concern with regard to the number of contributions: only one contribution had been received on VoIP even though the subject of Internet appeared to be of considerable interest to the developing countries.

He invited the meeting to address and decide upon the following items:

1)
separate publication of Part IV (Use of the Internet) and Part V (Local content and empowerment) of the current report (Document 1/077), taking the opportunity to pursue the development of Recommendations on those two issues;

2)
considering that the material which was freely accessible on the ITU website in relation to the workshop on IP telephony (Geneva, 14-16 June 2000) contained sufficient information on Internet telephony;

3)
terminating the Focus Group;

4)
either deleting Question 13/1 on account of the lack of contributions, or continuing to address some aspects of the Question (to be determined at the present meeting) under the activities of Study Group 1.

After giving his own point of view on item 1) above, the Chairman proposed that the two parts of the report should indeed be treated separately.

He further informed the meeting that he would be unable to continue to chair the Focus Group on account of his extremely heavy work schedule.

1.2
Main outcomes

After discussion, the participants agreed on the following:

1)
To separate Parts IV and V, and to prepare them for publication in the form of reports, supplemented if appropriate by Recommendations.

2)
Given that, as recommended by Council-2000, the ITU secretariat was organizing a forum on IP telephony in 2001 and that there was a considerable body of information available on the website of the IP telephony workshop (Geneva, 14-16 June 2000) (http://www.itu.int/osg/sec/spu/ni/iptel/workshop/index.html), and given the existence of the reference document IPTEL/03 on the subject, the participants agreed that IP telephony aspects should no longer be included in the report, in order to avoid duplication.

3)
Given the current importance of Internet issues (for example Internet in rural areas) and since Question 13/1 must be considered in its entirety, and not only from the standpoint of IP telephony, the majority of speakers were in favour of continuing work on the subject. A small team, under the chairmanship of Mr Dietmar Plesse, met to discuss the matter in greater depth and report on its conclusions. The plenary meeting of Friday 15 September will decide on the action to be taken.  However, as for the remaining aspects of this Question, BDT is kindly requested to contact the expert group preparing the Forum on IP telephony with the following questions:
a)
Could the volume of traffic on Internet be measured?
b)
Could the origin of an Internet communication be identified?

4)
The meeting thought that studies on Question 13/1 should continue. However, the aspects relating to Internet traffic were not solved.

Administrations were urged to assume their responsibilities and submit contributions.

2
Future work programme

The conclusions (see no. 3 above) are annexed to this report.

ANNEX

The future work to finalize the Report on Question 13/1 should concentrate on the following:

1)
develop a set of guidelines for government officials to use in creating a policy environment that fosters development of Internet infrastructure;

2)
identify the technological options available to achieve Internet build-out, and prepare a technology-neutral guide to options for Internet build-out;

3)
determine how best to build human capacity for technical expertise in the private sector and among developing country officials.

These are the first three topics of Question 13/1 as agreed by the WTDC-98 and amended by TDAG.

The proposed method for handling the Question was to use the results of an evaluation of questionnaires sent to administrations and Internet service providers. Thirty-five answers were received from administrations. However, this was not sufficiently representative to build conclusions on it.

The questionnaire for ISPs was not sent out due to the lack of an address database.

As a consequence, the Report must be based on further contributions (Question 13/1 generated three contributions at the 1999 Study Group meeting and two contributions at the 2000 Study Group meeting – the remaining documents on the Focus Group’s agenda were either liaison type documents or did not really fit under the Question).

However, at least one delegate felt that the lack of contributions is not a criteria to delete a Question totally or parts of it, because it may generate contributions in the future due to the fast changing nature of the telecommunication sector.

For point 2) above, the Report of Focus Group 7 generates information for access infrastructure in rural areas (in principle, nine types of wireless access systems, some of an exotic nature like narrow-band packet radio or meteorburst communications).

The draft Report on Question 13/1 is available as Document 1/077 on the ITU-D Web site: http://web.itu.ch/ITU-D-StGrps/SGP_1998-2002/SG1/Documents/DocList.htm
Sector Members will be given two months for written comments on chapters III, IV, V, VII and IX of the draft document to be sent to: plesse@ties.itu.int, with copy to devsg1@itu.int.

BDT will communicate this to all Sector Members via a Circular Letter as soon as possible.
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