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________

recognizing

a)
the right of all men and women in the world to have access to the benefits of telecommunications;

b)
that there are three main forms of assistance for achieving this objective in countries with limited resources: direct participation in field programmes, economic contributions and recommendations regarding appropriate strategies and policies;

c)
that in the case of Study Group 1, its function is to prepare reports and recommendations in order to meet the need for the last of these forms of aid,

recognizing further

a)
that in order to achieve this objective effectively, SG 1 will have to meet some essential requirements with regard to both form and substance, including the following:

a)
outputs need to be delivered in a timely manner;

b)
they should be drawn up by highly qualified professionals;

c)
they should describe the problem objectively;

d)
they should cover all available solutions in a neutral manner;

e)
they should be approved by methods enabling all Member States and Sector Members to participate, in order to ensure and guarantee full support for their future implementation,

observing

a)
that these objectives have not been achieved with the procedures applied at present;

b)
that even if it has been possible to produce outputs in response to almost all Questions, it is found that:

a)
the outputs do not come out in time to achieve their purpose of assisting the countries that are most in need;

b)
there are marked differences in the quality and coverage of the outputs produced;

c)
that the Questions proposed also differ greatly in their degree of interest or usefulness;

d)
that the period of four years between world conferences is too long to respond to the constant new challenges of technology, the market and people's growing expectations,

recommends

that a procedure should be established for the selection of Questions based on some features of the European Union's practice, such as

–
sounding out Member States about Questions;

–
circulating them;

–
submitting them to TDAG for review and approval;

that provision should be made for the necessary professional participation, in the form of experts, BDT's human resources or consultants, in the drafting of the basic documents;

that frames of reference or templates should be provided for the preparation of the basic documents to ensure that they cover at least the following points:

1)
a clear definition of the problem;

2)
the necessary statistical information;

3)
surveys of the situation in Member States and the solutions adopted;

4)
proposals regarding all the available solutions that can be recommended, without any discrimination on political, technological or market grounds;

that the recommendations should be drafted within a maximum time-limit, which never be more than six months;

that the documents thus drafted should be processed and their final content approved by the study groups' normal procedures in order to ensure due participation by Member States and Sector Members, and in particular by the developing and least developed countries.
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