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1
Opening of the meeting

The Rapporteur Group for Question 12/1 held its third meeting on 19 and 20 October 2000 in Geneva. Participants were welcomed by the Rapporteur, Mr Pierre Fontaine (France). The list of participants is given in Annex 2 to this report.

2
Adoption of the agenda

Mr Fontaine put forward the agenda set out in Document 1/WGQ12/OJ/001, which was approved (see Annex 1).

3
Current status of work

Mr Fontaine briefly reported on the results of the September 2000 meeting of Study Group 1 in respect of Question 12/1. In the light of comments and concerns that had been expressed at that meeting, the Rapporteur had added two items to the report which he had submitted to Study Group 1, namely an analysis of the replies to the questionnaire on tariffs, and spectrum cost and tariffs.

4
Consideration of contributions received

Document 1/150 (Analysis of responses to the questionnaire on tariffs) drawn up by the Telecommunication Development Bureau was introduced by the BDT representative. The Rapporteur said that the analysis had been included in his report, but without making any comment or expressing any opinion. He also asked participants to state their views on two matters, namely the principle of issuing an annual questionnaire on national tariff issues and the principle of broadening the scope of the questionnaire to include other subjects (such as Internet). He also stated that he would be in favour of the possibility of collecting replies "on line" directly in a database. 

The meeting decided that: 1) it would be useful to institute a standing questionnaire, but the questionnaire should be focused on precise objectives; 2) the issue of whether or not to expand the scope of the Question would be discussed when discussing the definition of Question 12/1 itself.

Document 1/129 (Charging for the spectrum) by Thomson‑CSF (France) was introduced by the Rapporteur, who stressed that the example of France described on page 2 of the document was not precise enough and should be revised accordingly. He also wondered whether the variables given in the tables on pages 5 to 7 could be incorporated in a formula. He added that this part had already been included in his draft Final Report.

The delegate of the United States requested that Document 1/129 be formally transmitted to ITU‑R Study Group 1 which would be meeting in Geneva on 1 and 2 November 2000, in order to request its views on the content of the document. The Rapporteur said that Report ITU‑R SM.2012 related to economic aspects of spectrum management, and that there had been three questions on spectrum pricing in the joint questionnaire issued by ITU‑R and ITU‑D on 2 November 1999 (ITU‑D CA/08). The analysis of the replies to those questions could be included in the Final Report as an annex.

In reply to a comment by the delegate of Burkina Faso, who pointed out that incumbent telecommunication operators often failed to consider frequency aspects, Mr Fontaine said that the point in question could be covered in a recommendation.

Document WGQ12-1/026 (Strategic approaches to financing telecommunication development) (Document TDAG‑4/6) by the Telecommunication Development Bureau was introduced by the BDT representative. The document was accepted as a good basis for drafting recommendations.

Document WGQ12-1/027 (Telecommunication tariffs in Ghana) was introduced by the representative of Ghana. The Rapporteur said that he would endeavour to inject as much information as possible from the document into his draft Final Report.

5
Discussion and finalization of the new version of the draft Final Report

Using a powerpoint presentation, the Rapporteur introduced Document WGQ12-1/024 (Draft Final Report on tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the cost of national telecommunication services) (Document 1/146(Rev.1)), which he pointed out was the latest version of the report, including two sections on analysis of replies to the questionnaire on tariffs and on spectrum cost and tariffs. A drafting exercise using electronic media was then undertaken, and the draft Final Report was amended. In particular, the section on economic aspects of spectrum management was made into a new Chapter 7. The new draft Final Report, as amended by the meeting (Document 1/146(Rev.2)) is available on the web and on request (for the moment only in French).

The Rapporteur requested contributions to provide an example for § 7.1 of the document, and Burundi undertook to submit a contribution in relation to § 7.2.

6
Revision of the questionnaire on Question  12/1

The questionnaire on Question 12/1, as sent to Member States and Sector Members, and contained in Administrative Circular CA/05 of 20 April 1999, was amended in order to convert open questions into closed questions, thereby facilitating statistical analysis of replies. The new draft questionnaire is set out in Document WGQ12-1/028 and annexed to this report
. The Rapporteur Group proposes that the questionnaire should be issued annually, and that the replies should incorporated in the BDT database on tariffs. The document will be submitted to the next meeting of Study Group 1 in September 2001.

7
Revision of the Question for the next study period

Document WGQ12-1/025 (Definition of Question 12/1) was revised and amended by participants. The draft new wording of the Question is contained in Document WGQ12‑1/025(Rev.1) and annexed to this report
. This document will be submitted to the next meeting of Study Group 1.

8
Draft new recommendations

The meeting examined and approved the draft Recommendation on cost methods and models to be implemented, as set out in Document 1/134(Rev.1).

The meeting also decided on two other draft new recommendations:

•
draft Recommendation on tariff rebalancing and cost orientation of tariffs (Document WGQ12‑1/029);

•
draft Recommendation on taking into account spectrum cost in the pricing of telecommunication services (Document WGQ12‑1/030).

These three draft recommendations have been consolidated in Document 1/134(Rev.2) and are annexed to this report
. They will be submitted to the next meeting of Study Group 1.

9
Closure of the meeting

Mr Fontaine thanked all participants for the excellent work accomplished and declared the meeting closed.
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� Meanwhile, a revised questionnaire was sent (see DM-129 of 9 May 2001).


� Distributed at the meeting as Document 1/171.


� Document 1/134(Rev.2) distributed at the meeting.
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